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The Interstellar Church 

• Humans 

• Expanded Humanity 

• Mechanoids, Machine Life, Artificial Intelligences 

• Extraterrestrials 

Three Questions 

• Are these beings possible? 

• Would they be spiritually aware? 

• How to we form Christian community with them? 

 
Three Reasons 
 
 

1.  These conversations are already happening 













2.  We are on the edge of discovery 



RADIAL VELOCITY METHOD 

TRANSIT METHOD 

Searching for Alien Worlds 



Searching for Alien Worlds 



Searching for Alien Life 

D Deming & S Seager Nature 462, 301-306 (2009) 

doi:10.1038/nature08556 

Spitzer observations of the giant exoplanet HD 189733b. 



The Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence (SETI) 
 

• Radio SETI 
 

• Radio waves easy to produce 
 

• Large Antennae  
 

• Optical SETI 
 

• Higher data rates 
 

• More directional 
 

• Telescopes 
 



The Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence (SETI) 
 

• Stellar Engineering 
 

• Dyson’s Spheres 
 

• Wormholes / Warp Drives 
 

• Star Configurations 
 



Mechanoids – Artificial Intelligent  (AI) Lifeforms 

Weak AI vs. Strong AI 
 

• Weak (Narrow) – Task specific programs 
• Economics 
• Health 
• Industry 
• Entertainment 
• Internet and communications 
 

• Strong – General use, learning, adaptable, programs (AI people) 
 

Requires  
 

• A ‘Brain’ – hardware and software 
 

• An interface to observe the physical world 
 

• A means to manipulate the physical world 
 

• ...or a virtual environment 



Mechanoids – Brains 



Mechanoid Bodies - Robotics 



Mechanoid Bodies - Robotics 



Human-Robot Interaction 



3.  We are need to prepare 



Tomorrow’s People 

Clones 

Hybrids 

Bio-Adapted 

Enhanced 

Adapted 

Non-organic 

Networked 

Ground State 
Homo Sapiens 

Bio Sapiens 

Techno Sapiens 



“If you stay biological and don’t reprogramme your genes, you won’t be around for 

very long to influence the debate.” 

       - Ray Kurzweil 

Responses 



Responses 

“In this sense the development towards techno sapiens might very well be 

regarded as a step toward the kingdom of God. What else could we say when 

the lame walk, the blind see, the deaf hear, and the dead are at least virtually 

alive? So far the requirements of the Gospel and the aims of technical 

development seem to be in perfect harmony.” 

       - Antje Jackelén 



Sapiens 

Cyborgs 

Mechanoids 

Software 

Techno 

Terrans 

Organics 

Tomorrow’s People 



Responses 

“Just as a robot may wish to read Jane Austen, Newton's Principia, or Plato's 

Republic, he may also want to read the Bible. Thus a robot will come to 

understand concepts such as sin, death, resurrection, and forgiveness. 

Can a robot be a Christian? I believe the answer to be yes.” 

- Edmund Furse 



Responses 

“…do we withdraw the attribute of personhood from agents whose behaviour 

we prefer to describe in mechanistic terms? If so, do we attribute person 

status to animals or to babies below the age of two? If an embryo or a foetus, 

given a sufficiently rich environment, is a potential human being, is not the 

same true of machines? Is the intention of the experimenter the crucial 

distinction? (In other words, if the experimenter is developing a computer 

program with the specific purpose of designing an intentional agent, can that 

program then be described as a potential intentional agent?)” 

       - Edmund Furse 



“We humans are embodied so that we can interact with one another and 

the rest of creation. Building a body is not enough to achieve humanlike 

intelligence. The body has to be treated in a certain way and has to have 

a very specific and complex capability to interact with others in order to 

survive.” 

       - Anne Foerst 

Responses 



Terrans 

ETI 1 

ETI n 

Extra-Terrans 

Tomorrow’s Lifeforms 



Responses 



Responses 



• Denial 
 

• Deception 
 

• Deliverance 
 

• Development 

Rejection 
 

Misunderstanding / Fear 
 

Misplaced Hope 
 

Opportunity 

Responses 



In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; 

without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that 

life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness has not overcome it. 

- John 1:1-4 

Christian Responses 



The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in 

him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created 

through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 

And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn 

from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For 

God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to 

reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by 

making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 

- Colossians 1:15-20 

Christian Responses 



“...for all of you who were baptised into Christ have clothed yourselves with 

  Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for 

  you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are 

  Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.” 

       - Galatians 3:27-29 

Christian Responses 



• Would new forms of humanity be spiritually aware? 

• What if we are no longer mortal? 

• Physical sacraments? 

• Extent of stewardship commands and duties? 

 

• What does the Resurrection mean for a computer program? 

• Can a robot sin? And be redeemed? 

• Can we programme belief? 

• What if AI generates new beliefs? 

• Matters of gender/sexuality in genderless AI? 

• How do we worship alongside AI software? 

 

• How does Christ on Earth relate to ETI? Galactic Eschatology in Cosmological time? 

• Nature of Extraterrestrial Scripture/revelation? 

• The Interstellar Church? 

New Questions 



• Organic Civilisations clustered around their parent stars 
 

• ...unless Faster-Than-Light Travel is developed. 
 

• Machine Civilisations throughout the Galaxy 
 

• AI 
 

• The Singularity 
 

• Communication between civilisations 
 

• Machine Life as ambassadors and traders 
 

• ...if they choose to. 
 

God – The Cosmic Connection 

A Future Interstellar Church? 



  

“...I think it was a good day.” 



Recommended For Further Exploration 

Twitter - @jesusandthesci 

Christians in Science – www.cis.org.uk,   Science and Religion Forum – www.srforum.org 




