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Welcome!
Welcome to Christians in
Science! We are delighted
that you are thinking about
starting a student CiS group,
and hopefully this handbook
will give you the help, advice
and support you need in starting
(and continuing) that process.
But don’t feel overwhelmed by the content and
think this is more than you can manage! You can
start small and gradually build up what you do. And
remember that additional help and advice will always
be on hand from the CiS Development Officer.

“Don’t feel like you have to
know what you are doing
to start or lead a CiS group.
I’ve been involved in setting
up two new groups and both
times I’ve felt like I haven’t
had a clue what I was doing.
Pray, trust God, get a team
together and it will work out.
Let other people know what
you are doing so that they
can pray too.”
– Anna, London
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Why start a Christians in
Science student group?

At Christians
in Science we
have a passion
to see Christians at
University engaging
whole-heartedly with
both their scientific
studies, and with
their faith.

Being a Christian in the sciences can be a lonely
and isolating place, both at church and in the lab,
so we want to encourage you to create community
to support one another. CiS student groups should
be places where you can question honestly, discuss
openly, support lovingly and include indiscriminately.
University has the potential to be a time when your
faith is tested harshly academically and practically,
perhaps for the first time, and the supportive
environment of a group of students in similar
situations can be the saving grace in those times.
A significant number of Christian students who
come to university stop going to church and lose
their faith; among them, we know of many science
students who come up against the ‘Science vs
Religion’ argument and without appropriate support,
encouragement and teaching their faith can lose
the battle. CiS is an organisation full of people who
have worked through the arguments, and instead
of allowing one of the ‘sides’ to win or lose, have
discovered that these two elements of life do
not need to be in tension. In fact, to live a life of
integrity and vocation as a scientist and Christian it
is important that they are not – and there is real joy,
satisfaction and delight in being both!
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“I studied physics
at university and for about
a year and a half I didn’t know
of a single other physicist who was
a Christian – not in my department,
CU, church at home or at university, no
one. I came across CiS at the end of my
second year and couldn’t believe it when I
saw their website and resources. How could
this organisation have existed for almost
70 years and I’d been getting on with my
studies thinking that Christian physicists
were a breed that was dying out! Being
involved with Christians in Science
over the past two years has
been life changing.” –
Anna, London

We want to equip and facilitate you to equip and
facilitate others around you. We’re thrilled that you’ve
discovered CiS and want to be involved, and hope
that our resources and networks will help you to
work through your faith and your studies so that
both emerge more robust than they were to start
with. But, we also want you to share this experience
with others too, so that you can work through things
together, and support one another in doing so. Many
students are unaware of the brilliant resources and
support available to help grapple with what it is to
be a scientist and a Christian. Through creating and
running a student CiS group you will be bringing a
whole network of support and resources to many
people who may otherwise not have found it.

The significance and
impact of these groups on
students’ faith and their
vocations as scientists
cannot be overstated.
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How do student groups link
to CiS centrally?
Most
CiS groups, at
the student and local
level, are ‘informally affiliated’
with us. This means that you can
use our name/logo/resources, and
get support from us centrally, but are
not subject to financial auditing and
reporting in the same way a ‘formally
affiliated’ group would be. This is a
detail of charity governance that you
do not need to worry about, but it
means a couple of things for
how you interact
with us:

1.	You do not need to send us official annual reports
for any legal reason; but, so we can support you,
have an idea of what’s happening, and report to
our funders, we appreciate regular updates of
how your group is going. These do not need to be
long or detailed reports, only a few paragraphs or
so, but it is helpful to reply to the Development or
Executive Officer whenever they ask for a quick
update (every few months or so), even if nothing
much has changed.
2.	Your finances are independent, though we are
able to give significant help with start-up costs
and provision of resources (more later), as well
as limited assistance with on-going costs you
might need for things like venue hire, or covering
speakers’ travel expenses. Being independent
means that you do not need to submit financial
reports to us, but work on the understanding that
any money you raise goes back into resourcing
the group.

Each group ultimately comes under the governance of CiS and so all
local group events must adhere to the CiS Aims, Charitable Objects and
Statement of Faith, below:

CiS Aims
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Science and Faith:

Faith at Work:

•	To develop and promote biblical Christian views
on the nature, scope and limitations of science,
and on the changing interactions between
science and faith.
•	To bring biblical Christian thought on scientific
issues into the public arena.

•	To encourage Christians who are engaged in
scientific work to maintain an active faith and to
apply it in their professional lives.
•	To communicate the Christian gospel within the
scientific community.

Faith and the Environment:

Students:

•	To stimulate responsible Christian attitudes
and action towards care for the environment.

•	To help Christians who are science students
to integrate their religious beliefs and their
scientific studies.

Charitable
Objects
The charitable objects of CiS are:
“to advance the Christian
religion by the study of the
interactions between
science and
religion”.

Statement
of Faith

(based on that of the
Evangelical Alliance):
I declare my belief in the triune God as creator and
sustainer of the universe, and my faith in Jesus as Saviour,
Lord of all and God.
I acknowledge the Bible as the Word of God and its final
authority in matters of faith and conduct.
As a steward of God’s world, I accept my
responsibility to encourage the use of science and
technology for the good of humanity and the
environment.
I agree with the aims of
Christians in Science.

Association with
CiS Local Groups

Student
Membership

We have around thirty local CiS groups across
the UK, so there is a good chance there will be a
group in your city that you can link up with. If it’s
possible, we would highly recommend it.

We ask that at least one member of your
committee (more below) is a CiS member. We
hope you’ll agree that publicising becoming a
CiS member, particularly with the free first year
and subsidised full student membership cost,
is a great thing to do among your group!

Up until now, students have often gone along
to the main local group meetings, but we are
convinced that having independent but linked
groups that are more tailored to the student
lifestyle are beneficial to run in conjunction with
the main local groups.
A problem we will address a bit later on with
student groups is high turnover and everchanging leadership year on year. Local groups
tend to be more stable in their leadership and
ongoing presence, and so local group leaders/
committees can be a helpful anchor in your
hand-over times.
It is also worth considering whether you can
collaborate on events and speakers; and you
should certainly make the most of the local and
professional knowledge they will have in terms of
speakers and contacts, and who’s in town when!
To make contact with the local group near
you, contact the Development Officer, or
check out the website: www.cis.org.uk/groups

CiS membership is open to scientists and
non-scientists with an interest in the sciencefaith discussion. We offer free membership to
students for a year, after which point student
membership is heavily subsidised and costs
only £6 per year.
Student membership gets you online access
to our journal, Science and Christian Belief and
our newsletter, PréCiS, together with monthly
e-mail updates about happenings in the sciencefaith world.
Student members also get free entrance to their
first CiS day conference, student discounts on
all other CiS conferences and can apply for
travel bursaries to assist with the cost of getting
to and from CiS events.
Visit www.cis.org.uk/membership for details
of how to join.
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What do
student CiS
groups look like
practically?

Governance
and succession
While it is possible to run a CiS group singlehandedly,
we do not advise it, as having a team will always
make life easier! We suggest you think about having
a small team of three of four people to create a
small exec committee. That way, you can make
decisions together, share tasks amongst you (such
as marketing, finances, venue booking, etc.), and
have more of a level of accountability. You don’t
necessarily need to have specific job titles each
(secretary, treasurer, etc.), but knowing how you will
divide up the roles will be helpful. Hopefully, the task
of running the group is much less onerous when
shared between you than it would be alone!
Succession: as you’re probably aware, one of the
biggest stumbling blocks for the continuation of any
student group is succession. Because you are only
at university for a short time, and will probably not
want to be leading for the whole of it, you need to
be on the look-out for people you can encourage
onto your committee as you either graduate or enter
a period of exams (for example, you may not want
to lead in your finals year). It might seem like an odd
thing to mention right at the start when you are only
just setting up the group, but for the longevity of
the group it is crucial that this is as much on your
screen as planning discussions and events! It is
also a great addition to the group if undergrads who
transition into post-graduate life and stick around at
the university continue to be involved with the group:
their experience and insight will help practically, and
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The
following
few sections details
some of the practical
aspects of running a CiS
group, including thinking
about succession, relating
to the other groups in your
university, meeting styles,
picking venues, and the
resources that are
available to you.

you certainly don’t stop getting things out of the
group just because you’ve graduated!
Once your group is established, keep a look out for
people in the group who would be good successors,
communicate regularly your vision and aims for the
group, and pray for them and with them.
Handover: at the appropriate time, once you have
identified people to hand the running of the group
on to it is worth having a handover session, ideally
with a member of the main local group present if
possible. In this meeting you should explain the
running of the group and what it requires, hand
over contacts you have made, and, if you have
links with them, introduce them to the leaders
of the main CiS local group.
Some groups have found that it is useful to do
a short handover with their Christian Union (CU)
Executive Committees too (information about relating
to other groups, and how we partner with UCCF, is
discussed further in the next section). Establishing
a good relationship with your CU can take some
work for them to understand who you are and what
you do. Once it is established, it is frustrating if the
following year’s CU exec isn’t informed and therefore
everything has to be re-established. One of our
established student groups annually has a short
meeting with the current CiS and CU execs, the
new CiS and CU execs, the CiS local group leader,
and the UCCF relay or staff worker in their uni. If

you adopt this pattern, you can establish who is
who, retain the good relationships you’ve already
created, and there is a level of continuity. The worst
thing is to have to start from scratch every year, so
hopefully this will prevent that.
It is up to you when in the year you do your
handovers – but if it can coincide with CU
handovers it might make this process easier.
Equally, if you decide to lead for more than a year
and do not need an ‘internal handover’, it might
still be worth engaging with the CU handover to
maintain your relationships with them.

While it is possible
to run a CiS group
singlehandedly, we do
not advise it, as having a
team will always make
life easier!

£

Finances
You don’t need to get too bogged down with
finances, but the following paragraphs do need to
be adhered to if you find yourself taking money.
If you need any clarification or advice, just ask the
DO, and they can help you through it!
• As with CiS itself, local groups must operate on
a non-profit basis, with any profit obtained from
any activity being used to fund other activities,
which are also consistent with the charitable
objects of CiS.
• Any financial outlay, made in the expectation of
finance being forthcoming (for example, for hire
of a meeting venue in advance of attendance fees
being received) should be covered by guarantees
arranged by the group itself (e.g. by individual
members, or a church). Whenever a potential
outlay in excess of £500 is planned, the CiS
General Secretary should be informed.
• If a group has its own bank account(s) then one
of the Trustees of CiS is to be a signatory to
the account(s) and receive copies of the bank
statements or, if the account has an online
viewing option, he/she should be given viewing
access. Two signatures are to be required for
transactions unless the amount concerned is
below £200.
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Relating to other Christian groups/
churches/societies
Christians in Science has strong biblical roots,
but among our members is a broad spectrum of
theological views and churchmanship. Consequently,
every CiS student group will be slightly different, and
different in its relationship with the other societies
and churches in its university – because the nature of
those interactions are so multifaceted! We encourage
you to have the best possible relationship with your
Christian Union (CU), Student Union (SU) and local
churches as is possible, as well as the other societies
that might be active in your university.
Christian Union: If it is possible to link up with your
CU, they are often well-placed to advertise your
presence and events among the other Christians at
your uni, and across the churches they are linked to.
Centrally, we have a good relationship with UCCF
and their work with their science students; however,
sometimes issue comes because the CU on the
ground does not understand the aims/purposes of
CiS. In your relationship with them it is worth making
clear that:
• A key role of CiS groups is to prepare students for
living as a Christian in the real world of science.
• CiS events are not necessarily evangelistic – in fact,
it is often easier if they are not, as they can allow
for purely balanced discussion when needed. There
won’t necessarily be an ‘altar call’ at the event, like a
CU missions week event would have…
• BUT, there is real value in CiS as a pre-evangelistic
apologetic tool. CiS events give people a chance
to discuss issues of faith at their own level, before
considering coming to more evangelistic events. CiS
events can be a pre-Alpha/pre-missions week type
event in style and tone.
• CiS student groups are not meant to be a
replacement for CU or a recruitment centre for the
CU. Instead, they offer a more focussed type of
discussion and fellowship to go alongside a wider
engagement with your CU/church at university…
• …and therefore, CU and CiS groups are definitely
not in competition. The only concession you might

have to make is that you probably wouldn’t have
time/capacity to serve on both execs at the same
time, were you asked.
Student Union: If you are able to register your
group as a society with the SU, they often offer both
marketing and monetary support for your events. It
is great to have the SU behind you, as it opens up a
lot of doors to venues and events that otherwise you
wouldn’t have. Some SU’s have denied CiS student
groups the ability to be their own society because
they see the CiS group as having aims indistinct
from the CU. Other SU’s have happily allowed the
CiS group to be an official SU society – it really
varies between universities! If in the first instance you
are denied SU membership because you are ‘too
similar’ to the CU, it can sometimes be possible to
run as a sub-society of the CU, if you have a good
relationship with them.

Meeting styles
When we think of CiS events we might automatically
think of large lectures with visiting speakers. We
strongly encourage and will financially support these
events, but your group activities should be as varied
as your imagination and vision!

“There was something really special
about a group of us committing to
coming together regularly to bring the
science departments of our university
before the Lord. I still don’t know what
impact it had, but I trust that God
is at work in ways we could never
imagine.” – Aline, Royal Holloway

Other groups: some CiS student groups have found
it helpful to develop links with other societies such as
secular/humanist/atheist groups. One group meets
on the same night as the atheist society, and they
then meet together afterwards to have a drink at the
pub. They also regularly participate in joint events
where they both provide a speaker to discuss either
side of the same topic. Having good relationships
with these groups is fantastic, as it shows a real
openness to discussion and debate, with genuine
friendships built across different belief systems.

“It can often be advantageous to team
up with other societies and put on a
joint event, this way the workload is
spread even thinner and more people
are likely to come as there are two
societies advertising it. In the past
CiS Birmingham has teamed up with
other Christian or faith societies, in
particular the Atheist, Secular and
Humanist society.” - Josh, Birmingham

This provides a good opportunity to get to know
other people from your uni as you travel. Depending
where you are, there are three CiS conferences
a year: Northern, Southern, and the Student
Conference (which moves). We’d particularly
encourage you to come to the student conference
together, as it is specifically tailored to encourage
and support you. Indeed, we can often provide
bursaries to cover the cost of travel!
Staff-student events
This works particularly well if you are linked to a CiS
Local Group in your area, as staff at your university
may be involved there. While it might feel strange to
socialise with your professors (it varies at different
universities!), it can be incredibly encouraging to
meet the Christian staff in your departments, and
they may well be able to support you as a group.
For example, a Sunday lunch for all the Christians
in a University department has worked extremely
well and is a way for the Christian students to get to
know each other and meet Christian staff. This can
be really valuable, and can develop into other more
outward looking events.
Informal Discussion Evenings / Pub Trip
Normally held in a member of the group’s room/
house, or at the pub, a few times per term.
Refreshments and/or a takeaway can help to warm
up the atmosphere.
The evening’s leader will kick off discussion on any
science-faith topic, perhaps based on a book or film,
a paper from Science and Christian Belief, an article
from the CiS website, or some practical issue, such
as ‘How to maintain Christian integrity in the scientific
community’ or ‘Contemporary bioethical challenges’.
A local outside speaker can be brought in for variety.

A small informal gathering every few weeks may
work best for you, or at the other extreme, you may
be able to organise a big lecture series. Here are
some examples of activities that have worked well in
various contexts:
Coffee or meal with a few friends
Sometimes being a Christian student in big science
departments where there seem to be few Christians
can feel quite isolated. Simply getting together for a
chat can be a great way of encouraging each other
in challenging environments and is often a good way
to start thinking about larger events that reach out to
wider circles of scientists or churches.
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Organise a group to travel together to a
CiS Conference

Resource-based groups
A number of groups have found the Test of Faith
materials (www.testoffaith.com) or The God
Question (www.thegodquestion.tv/) to be extremely
useful for local group activities. Not only do they
get people thinking, they also kick off some great
discussions and suggest some excellent follow-up
material. They are easier to organise than a lecture
event with a speaker, but very effective for both
small and large groups. As a follow up you could
consider ordering DVDs or CDs of lectures from
previous Faraday Courses, details of which can be
found on the Faraday Website, www.stedmunds.
cam.ac.uk/faraday/Shop.php. Alternatively, if there
11

is a good internet connection, these lectures can
be downloaded/streamed for free from www.stedmunds.cam.ac.uk/faraday/Multimedia.php.
Open lectures
A CiS open lecture once per term is not too difficult
to organise, and suggestions for good speakers can
always be obtained from the Development Officer.
There are also suggestions for themes listed later
on. This is a great way to make contact with those
interested in science-faith issues who happen to
see a poster etc. and can also be a good way to
collaborate with other groups. Use social media and
JCR newsletters to publicise the events, and you can
get upwards of 100 people turning up. Again, there
are funds available to cover some of the costs of
these events.

Getting a good turn out after working
hard to put on a lecture with the CiS
group was a huge encouragement
and a reminder that students are
interested in these questions and
want to have the space to explore
them.” – Aline, Royal Holloway
Focused Study Group
This type of discussion group is probably easiest to
organise within a university setting and its aim is to
meet regularly (e.g. fortnightly/monthly) perhaps with
the goal of writing an essay for the student essay
competition, or writing an abstract to present at the
annual student conference. Some of these groups
have been highly effective in producing excellent
papers that were later published in Science and
Christian Belief (e.g. see the article by J. Doye et al.
‘Contemporary perspectives on chance, providence
and free will’ S & CB 7: 117-140, 1995).

In each of the above events we
strongly encourage groups to
think imaginatively about how to
involve other people, reach other
students and to promote the work
of Christians in Science.

Venues
Obviously,
your choice of
venue will depend
very much on the
type of event you are
planning. The important
things to bear in mind
are accessibility,
suitability
and cost.

Accessibility: Make sure that the venue
is easy to get to and is in a well-lit area
if you expect people to be walking. If
you want to have an informal chat after
your event, it is also a good idea to be
fairly near to the pub or a café.
Suitability: If you are planning a large
event with a well-known speaker and
expect a large audience there are a
number of options open to you including
university buildings, local schools, local
churches, town halls and community
centres; however, what is most suitable
will depend on who you are trying to
reach, and the layout of your university
(eg. are you all on one campus or are
you spread across an entire city?) Bear
in mind that your life will be made much
easier if your chosen venue has the
facilities to provide refreshments and
you can have access to their PA system
and data projector.
You must also consider the needs of
your target audience. For example, if
you want to involve a wide audience
then using a church building may not
be the right choice – university lecture
theatres are neutral ground and give
the impression of academic credibility,
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Cafés are sometimes
willing to stay open late
for events like these so
it’s worth asking.

and are often much more approachable and
attractive to non-Christians than a church.
If your event is more geared towards a
Christian audience then a church would be
very suitable and probably less expensive.
If you’re planning a smaller event such as a
discussion group, consider meeting in a local
pub or café. Such an informal setting means
it’s easy to invite friends along and you never
know who will be in there to eavesdrop and
perhaps join in with your discussions.

If you have
local academics or
the University Chaplain
on board, or are associated
with your Student Union,
you may be able to hire out a
university venue for a much
reduced rate, or even for
free - it’s definitely
worth asking
around.

Cost: Your choice of venue, particularly
for large events, will often be largely
dictated by your budget. Local churches
often offer competitive rates for room hire
(sometimes free) and more often than not
have a good PA system and facilities to
provide refreshments.
University lecture theatres and schools
can be more costly, but it may be worth
the extra cost for a “neutral” venue if you
want to target students or non-Christians.
If you have local academics or the University
Chaplain on board, or are associated with
your Student Union, you may be able to hire
out a university venue for a much reduced
rate, or even for free - it’s definitely worth
asking around.
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Topics and
speakers
The
following
section provides
a few tips on topic
choice and how to
go about finding
and approaching
speakers.

Choosing
an appropriate
topic and speaker is
hugely important. If you
would like to have a particular
high-profile speaker your topic
choice will obviously be restricted
to their field of expertise. Similarly,
if you wish to cover a particular
topic, you have to ensure that
the speaker you ask is
comfortable and familiar
with the subject
area.

Choosing
Speakers

Whatever
speaker you
use, make sure that
you have done some
research into them before
issuing an invitation (are they
recommended by others, what
is their theological position,
are they an engaging
speaker, can they
cope with a
Q&A?).

Topic Choice
Make sure that you cover a wide variety of
subjects from meeting to meeting, ranging from
the biological through to the physical sciences and
touching on the history and philosophy of science.
This will ensure that your group appeals to as wide a
range of interests as possible and doesn’t get stale.
Use a questionnaire to determine areas of interest
for your group. This is good to do if you are starting
up a new group as it helps you to find out key areas
of interest amongst your members. It is also a good
idea to get members to fill one out periodically,
perhaps once every year / 18 months so that you
can keep up to date with your members and get
some feedback. Consider including a proposed list

of future talks and get your members to rank them
in order of preference. Don’t be too worried if the
answers you get are not hugely helpful and don’t
get bogged down in detailed issues.
Have a suggestion box at your events. You
want people to be able to make topic / speaker
suggestions at any time – not just when you’re
collecting questionnaires. Having a suggestion
box can be a good way of getting ideas with
relatively little effort; you could use a question at the
beginning of the evening to encourage participation
(e. g.: If you could ask God one science question,
what would it be?) and get people to put their
answers in the box during the evening.

Please note that if an event is to be advertised as
a CiS event, the speaker should be a Christian,
in keeping both with CiS’s status as a Christian
organisation and with our charitable aims. A
discussion between a Christian and non-Christian
could be a CiS event, but a non-Christian speaking
on his/her own, cannot. If in doubt about a potential
speaker, you can contact the Development Officer.
Think about local, home grown speakers. Some
of your group (maybe even you!) may well be great
speakers – consider using your smaller events as a
time to get some experience of talking about issues
of science and faith. It’s a great safe-space to try
your hand at it.
You can also look out for Christian academics at your
university, and local Church leaders with an interest
in science who might be willing to speak too.

If you
could ask
God one science
question, what
would
it be?
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Use your contacts. It’s always easier approaching
someone you know, so think about contacts you
already have and ask your group members to do the
same. Having said that, don’t feel embarrassed or
hesitant about contacting any of the “big names”;
you will need to plan much further in advance to
work with their diaries, but they rarely decline an
appropriate invitation.
Look at the websites for science-faith
conferences. Organisations often have pages on
their websites summarising the content of previous
conferences / courses. These often have a list of
talk titles and speakers which can be great for

ideas. Some websites may also have audio/video
links so you can listen to/watch the talks to get a
better feel for the subject and the speaker.
The Faraday Institute is a particularly useful
resource, with all of their talks from past courses
available to download at www.st-edmunds.cam.
ac.uk/faraday/Multimedia.php. However, do bear in
mind that not all speakers at The Faraday Institute
will be Christians so you will have to do a bit of
research before sending an invite.
Other good organisations include BioLogos,
American Scientific Association, The Ian Ramsey
Centre and The God Question. Some of these are
American sites, but have visiting British speakers
who could be called upon.

Make use of visiting speakers.
Keep an eye out for people who
are visiting and giving talks to
other groups/churches or at the
university – you may be able to
catch them while they’re in town!
Consider like-minded groups in your uni to
collaborate with. For example, if there are student
Christian Medical Fellowship or Christians in
Psychology groups, get in touch and ask whether
they have anyone who would be willing to speak at
your group, or to do a joint event together.
15

Get in touch with the Development Officer.
The DO has access to a list of CiS recommended
speakers from around the UK, together with their
preferred topics. The DO can also help if you
are unsure of a particular speaker or would like
someone high profile but don’t know how
approach them.
Make sure you brief your speakers prior to their
talk. Your speaker will need to know a bit about
their audience if they are to pitch their talk at the
right level. It is helpful if you can let them know
in advance whether your group will be primarily
composed of Christians or non-Christians and if

the majority of members have a strong science
background or limited scientific knowledge.
Make the financial terms of your invitation clear.
It is important to make sure that the speaker
knows what the terms of your invitation are. For
example, if you are inviting a speaker from outside
your city let them know whether you are willing
to cover their travel expenses, provide overnight
accommodation (if necessary), and whether a
fee will be offered. Often groups offer travelling
expenses to outside speakers but no fee. Some
speakers may say no to expenses, but others
might accept.

As a thank you it is always nice to provide a small gift. It doesn’t have
to be anything special, but a book token, a nice bottle of wine etc. on the
night is a nice touch.

Resources
and books

Publicity and Advertising
Publicising
your group’s
activities is of great
importance if you want to
get a good-sized group along.
There are a number of different
advertising methods available and
which will be the most appropriate
for your group will depend on a
number of factors, including
the type of event, your target
audience and your budget.
Below are a few
suggestions.

Word of mouth still remains one of the
most powerful advertising tools there is
– talk to people, invite your friends along
and get them to spread the word – be that about a
specific event or the group
in general.
It’s generally good to have a bookstall at larger
events, along with a CiS display to attract new
members. If a potential speaker has written
books then offering to sell these can often be
an enticement, so do let them know about this
when issuing an invitation. Also ask the speaker in
advance if they recommend any books or articles
and try to have some copies of these available
on the night, if you can. If you’re unable to run a
bookstall, consider making a list of book and article
recommendations that guests can pick up from the
literature stand and take away.
CiS are happy to be able to provide books and
literature for events where possible. We work with
a national publisher who holds a stock of CiS
books that can be sent out to locations across the
country, sold at events, and any remaining stock
sent back to them. To discuss organising a bookstall
for your event, contact the Development Officer,
who can explain the particulars, and how to deal
with the associated costs.
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We are also able to provide for free one book per
signed up student member of your group, which
you may like to use as a CiS library between you.
There are also several free resources that
may be useful to your group, and to give out
at events. These include the student-specific
‘Being a Christian in…’ leaflets (covering Maths,
Physics, Chemistry, Biochemistry, Molecular
Biology, Whole Organism Biology, Earth Sciences
and Research), the church-directed ‘Thinking
About…’ leaflets, and
‘Thinking about the How
We
of Creation’. All of these
are also able
leaflets can be viewed
to provide for free
on the website (www.
one book per signed
cis.org.uk/resources)
up student member
and sent to you
for free from
of your group, which
the Development
you may like to use
Officer or
as a CiS library
Executive Officer.

between you.

Freshers’ Fair: Book yourself a stall
at freshers’ fair at the beginning
of the year, and catch the new
scientists as they come in! Think about having fun
science demonstrations, some CiS literature and
maybe some sweets or cookies to entice people
in, and collect some email addresses of new
interested people. Do respect if people ask
to be taken off the email list after a while – but
this is the place where people tend to be pretty
receptive to new societies and groups they can
get involved with.
Facebook is an obvious starting point, and
a fantastic publicity tool. You could start a
Facebook group for your local CiS group
and use it to notify members of your events, and
create an event and invite people along that way.
Update your Facebook status to include details of
your event or change your profile picture to your
event poster. Do bear in mind, however,
that students often become desensitised to the
great number of events advertised on Facebook,

so don’t let this be a complete replacement of all
other methods, particularly word of mouth!
Print advertising: Posters and flyers are
a good visual advertising method for your
events provided they are thoughtfully
distributed. Think about putting posters up in
department/college/halls noticeboards, where
people are most likely to notice them. You might be
able to advertise in your local churches too, to reach
students you haven’t met yet.
The Development Officer can provide you with CiS
logos so you can create your own posters. If you plan
on using images from the internet in your design,
bear in mind that many will be subject to copyright
and cannot be reproduced – make sure that any
images you use are in the public domain and be sure
to include a small credit line if necessary.
Print advertising can be costly, but it’s worth
checking out some web-based companies as these
sometimes offer good discounts, especially if your
turnover time is of the order of a few weeks. Use
local companies if you can; or if you’re stumped
contact the Development Officer and they will pass
on contacts to some reliable companies.
E-mail is one of the easiest ways to
reach lots of people. Build up a mailing
list for your student group (either in your
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Try to plan your next event far enough in advance so
that you can advertise it at the preceding event.
email provider, or use something like MailChimp)
and then think of the other relevant mailing lists your
members have access to, like JCR, CU or church
student work email lists. Send an e-mail detailing
your event and perhaps attach an electronic flyer.
Also, don’t forget to unsubscribe your graduates
from your lists once they’ve left!
Tell us about your event. If you let the
CiS Executive Officer (eo@cis.org.uk) and
Development Officer (do@cis.org.uk) know
what you have planned in advance, we will be able
to publicise your event through our monthly e-mail
updates, on the CiS website and in PréCiS.
Advertise in churches through notice
sheets, newsletters and websites. Ask
your local ministers if they would also
mention your event at the front of church
on a Sunday morning. Large student churches can
be extremely important in this and often provide a
critical mass of interested people.
Put your event on a local events
list, which can often be found on local
websites. Good ones to try are your
local diocese website (links to each diocese can
be accessed from www.cofe.anglican.org/contact/
findus) and your local city council.
If any members of your group, or main local group,
are giving or organising talks in the run up to your
event, give them a power point slide containing all of
your event details and ask them to display it before
or after their talk whilst people are milling around
and taking their seats.

Inform your local Christian bookshop
about your event and try to get a poster up
in the window and some flyers by the till.
You could also use this as an opportunity to ask the
shop if they would be willing to provide a bookstall
for you on the night – if they’re happy do this then
publicising your event would be in their interest
too! This is not always the best way to get relevant
books though, as smaller shops in particular may
not stock many science-faith books, but can be
a good starting point. Contact the Development
officer for more advice on bookstalls.
Link with like-minded
organisations who may be
interested in your event, (as mentioned above)
such as your university’s branch of the Christian
Medical Fellowship (www.cmf.org.uk), the British
Association of Christians in Psychology (www.
bacip.org.uk) and any groups such as theological
colleges/bible schools. The double-up on mailing
lists and advertising outlets will reach a much wider
range of people.

Opportunities for
wider involvement
There
are so many
ways you can get
involved with CiS at a
wider level than just your
local student group. To get
the most out of what we
have to offer, we really
encourage you all to get
involved as much as
you can.

Try to plan your next event far enough in advance
so that you can advertise it at the preceding event.
Think about the resources you have
available to you. If you have a member
who has done some design work, ask
them to get involved designing your
posters / flyers. If you have access to printing
equipment see if you could use it for your CiS
group provided you cover their costs. It’s also
worth seeing if you can get a student discount on
printing costs.

If you let the CiS
Executive Officer
(eo@cis.org.uk) and
Development Officer (do@cis.org.
uk) know what you have planned
in advance, we will be able to
publicise your event through our
monthly e-mail updates, on
the CiS website and
in PréCiS.

Student essay
competition
Every summer, we run an essay competition for
students to write about science and faith. The prize
incentive is high, but the real value comes from
working through a topic to the extent that you can
write coherently about it!
Essays can be written individually or as
partnerships or teams. In order to receive financial
support from CiS, we ask that there is at least one
submission from each CiS student group each
summer. Therefore, it’s worth thinking earlier in the
year about who (singular or plural) might submit it
over the summer.
This may seem daunting, but particularly if written
in collaboration, often ideas and content for essays
come organically in your discussions together, and
all that really needs doing is creating a coherent
structure to the group thoughts, and identifying
your citations.
Information about the essay competition will be
released by the Development Officer during the
spring each year.

18

Essays can be written
individually or as
partnerships or teams
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Writing – student magazine, Science and Christian

Belief, God and Nature.

Writing is such a good way of getting your head
around a concept you’ve been vaguely mulling
over, or have spoken about in your group. It gives
you a chance to read a bit more deeply, order your
thoughts, and come to a conclusion (even if that
conclusion is that there is no conclusion) about
what you really think.
If you fancy writing about science and faith at any
other time of the year that isn’t the summer essay
competition, there are many other ways to get
involved, depending what style of writing you
would like to do:
• Write for God and Nature, a web-magazine we
contribute to, led by our sister organisation in
the States, ASA. (godandnature.asa3.org.uk)

• Science and Christian Belief is our academic
journal. We are always on the look-out for promising
younger writers to submit journal articles. As an
academic journal, all submissions are critically
reviewed. (www.scienceandchristianbelief.org)
• Blog: we have good links with the Evangelical
Alliance, and the editors of their 20s-30s blog
‘Threads’. If you want to write something slightly
less academic, and more about life as a Christian,
Threads might be the place to submit it to.
• The CiS student web-magazine! As we begin our new
project we will be looking to launch a web magazine by
students and for students, about all aspects of science
and faith. If you’re keen to write for it, be on the team,
or contribute in any way, get in touch!

The student conference – attendance, help,

and committee planning

The student conference is an annual day
conference, held in various places across the UK,
run solely for students to engage with questions
of science and faith in a relaxed and open forum.
While we love and appreciate the contributions
of the older and more experienced CiS
members (which you are encouraged to enjoy
at the Southern and Northern conferences!),
the student conference is designed to be as
accessible, engaging and non-intimidating as
possible. All students are welcome, scientists or
not, to come and hear fantastic speakers, meet
other students from across the country, ask as
many questions as possible and join in with
stimulating discussions.

There
are, of
course, also
ways for you to
participate!

1. Planning

Planning the Student Conference
is a big task for the Development
Officer on their own, so we need
a committee of students to help
with planning, coming up with ideas,
contacting speakers and making sure
the event is as well-publicised as it can be! This
is a great opportunity for you to be involved with
the big picture of a national conference, make
contact with professional academics, and get a
feel for how CiS works at a national level.

Communications
courses

Early-career
mentoring scheme

We have bursaries available for students who
are involved with writing and speaking to attend
communications courses, such as those run at
The Faraday Institute or The Royal Society. For any
member who has been involved with, contributed
to, or submitted an entry to any of the above, or
has spoken at the student conference, there is the
opportunity to apply to attend one of these courses.
CiS will cover your costs, and you will receive the
best science-communication teaching going!

The early-career / post-grad mentoring scheme is
not something that will directly affect the running of
your student local group, but is something you can
consider as you and your members graduate.
To help graduates transition from undergrad
students to PhD students or practising scientists,
we are launching a mentoring system where you
can be paired with a professional Christian scientist
who is at your university, or relatively close by, who
can mentor you scientifically and spiritually through
that transition stage – whether you stay at the same
university or move somewhere new.
As members of your group graduate and move into
their postgraduate studies, put them in contact with
the Development Officer, who will begin the process
of putting them in touch with a mentor.
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If you, or anyone in your group, is interested in
being on the organising committee any year (as
it will change year on year), just get in touch with
the Development Officer. Planning usually begins
at the end of the summer.
2. On the day
We always need help on the day to make sure
things run smoothly. It might be that a whole CiS
group can host (eg. if we run the conference in
your city), or that we have a variety of volunteers
from all over. Such jobs might include:

“Come to the student conferences
– attending the student conference
was the turning point for our group
at Royal Holloway. We met and
heard from others who had been in
a similar situation to us, came into
contact with a Professor who would
be the speaker at our first event and
left feeling really encouraged and
uplifted.” – Anna, London

3. Short Talks
We always run a session for student
contributions, usually two or three talks of 10-15
minutes, with a few minutes for questions. We will
make a call for abstracts before each conference,
and any student is welcome to submit a 250
word abstract for a talk to present. The winners
will be contacted in good time for them to be
able to develop their presentation fully before the
event. This is a wonderful opportunity to practice
your science-faith speaking skills! Do encourage
members of your group to get involved.

On
the day:
Setting up and
helping with
pack down and
cleaning.

• setting up chairs and tables
• helping transport/provide resources
to the venue
• setting up and manning bookstalls
in the breaks
• running the registration table
• helping with pack down and cleaning
• (at venues where tea and coffee aren’t
provided) manning tea and coffee stalls
in the breaks.
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Topic Suggestions
This
list is by no
means exhaustive,
but provides some
suggestions of topics and
areas that might be interesting
to explore in a local group
setting. Some may be suited to a
typical lecture-style event with
a question and answer session
afterwards whilst others may
be better suited to debates
or discussion
groups

A Theory of Everything?
Adam and Eve
Animal Experimentation
Apologetics
Archaeology and Anthropology
Astronomy and Cosmology
Bioethics
Biological Complexity
Causation and Reason
Chance, Free Will and Pre-destination
Climate Change
Complexity and Emergence
Co-operation and Altruism
Creation / Genesis 1-3
Darwin
Ethics in Research
Evolution
Food
Genetic Engineering
Genetics and Behaviour
God and the Big Bang
God and Cosmology
God and the Laws of Nature
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History and Philosophy of Science
History of the Science / Faith Debate
How God Acts/Interacts in the World
Human Consciousness – the Mind and Brain
Human Enhancement
Human Evolution
Matters of Life and Death
Mathematics and the Bible
Medical Ethics
Miracles
Natural Disasters
Nanotechnology
Neuroscience
Prayer and Science
Psychology
Quantum Mechanics/Theory
Reductionism
Religious Experience
Science and Creativity
Science and Faith in the Workplace
Science and Religion in Education
Science and Religion in the Media
Science and the New Atheists
Science, Religion and Public Policy
Suffering and God’s Love
Stem Cell research
Stewardship and Environmentalism
Sustainability
Synthetic Biology
Test of Faith Materials (3 sessions)
The Anthropic Principle (Fine Tuning)
The Flood
The Life and Faith of … Case Studies of Particular
Christian Scientists
The Multiverse
The Nature of Truth in Science
The Science / Faith “Conflict”
The Search for Extra-Terrestrial Intelligence
Third World Science – The Use of Science in the
Developing World
The Nature of Time and Eternity
Transhumanism/Futurology

Reading List
• Creation or Evolution: do we have to choose –
Denis Alexander, 2nd edition
(Monarch Books; ISBN: 978-0857215789)
• Real Scientists, Real Faith – R J Berry
(Monarch Books; ISBN: 978-1854248848)
• Christians and Evolution - RJ Berry
(Monarch Books; ISBN: 9780857215246)
• Can we believe Genesis today? – Ernest Lucas
(IVP; ISBN: 978-1844741205)
• Surprised by Meaning - Alister McGrath
(Westminster John Knox Press;
ISBN: 978-0664236922)
• Dawkins’ God – Alister McGrath
(Wiley-Blackwell; ISBN: 978-1405125383)
• User’s Guide to Science and Belief – Michael
Poole (Lion Books; ISBN: 978-0745952741)
• God in the Lab – Ruth Bancewicz
(Monarch Books; ISBN: 9780857215680)

The
following list
is not meant to be
prescriptive or exhaustive
for your groups; however, if
you are looking to get a bit more
depth on various topics then
these books are a great place to
start. If there are other topics
that you want to explore more
deeply, ask the Development
Officer, who will be able
to recommend some
more titles.
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