


General Synod 2010 – members voted 
overwhelmingly in favour of a motion that 
religion and science are compatible.
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Investigate possibilities
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Student comments:

“Science and religion is at war, they disagree and it is 
making me feel uncomfortable with my religion.”

“I want to believe in God but science is making new 
answers.”

“I don’t know what to believe.”

“I grew up as a Christian, but science is changing all of it 
now.”



The scientific view is that God does 
not exist

Agree

Disagree

Don't Know



Student Perception: Media



Student Perception: Off-topic

“We don’t ask science teachers questions any more at 
the moment, because we don’t think that they’d 
answer them. We would have thought (pause) – oh 
they won’t answer because it’s not on their topic.”

RS and science viewed as separate with no appropriate 
overlap.



Teacher Perception: Confidence and Conflict 

“If I’m honest, I’m not sure I could tell the difference at the 
moment between saying intelligent design and creationism… I 
can’t answer many scientific questions because I haven’t got the 
expertise, but if I could, I would do.” 

“Not for all students, but on average [their view] is ‘RE’s not worth 
it, it won’t give you answers’ whereas they think science is the way 
forward.”

Lack of appropriate knowledge to tackle questions, and feeling 
undermined as feel students see RS and science 

in competition.



2010 – 2013 Trialled in 
Manchester schools

Received TWCF funding 
March 2014:

60 schools in 3 years

Training workshops for 
‘early-career’ scientists

Curriculum resource to 
support RS teachers





• On the day

• Keynote

• Interactive sessions

• Q+A

• Research

• Feedback



Team of enthusiastic, knowledgeable session leaders.
From early-career to globally-renowned scientists.
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Sharing:

Passion for science.

Why they became a 
scientist.

Why they are a 
Christian.

Mainstream 
science x personal 

faith.



Professor John Bryant 

Dr Jennifer Wiseman

Dr Ruth Bancewicz

Professor Chris Done

Revd Prof David Wilkinson

- ‘Science and the Imagination’

- ‘Big Bang to Biology: Where is God?’

- ‘Biology and Beauty: Why I am a -
Scientist and a Person of Faith’

- ‘An Awesome Changing Universe’

- ‘God and the Physics of Life’
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Exciting science demonstrations and hands-on 
activities.



Exploring and delighting in science.



Thinking about fitting this knowledge with faith and 
personal experience.
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Culmination of 
the day.

Fascinating 
questions.

Knowledgeable, 
thought-

provoking, 
respectful and 

honest answers.
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The God and the Big Bang events are impacting 
young scientists’ perceptions.

So far, over the course of the day:

- 77.2% students indicated that they felt the day had 
changed their thinking to some extent

- The question and answer session was commonly the 
session students perceived as having the most 
impact on their thinking.
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“ We were delighted to host such a worthwhile 
event. The whole day stimulated discussion and 
the Q+A session with knowledgeable and 
articulate experts allowed everyone the 
opportunity to ask questions and make their 
own decisions.”

“ The day relayed very important messages in a 
manner that was accessible and engaging for 
our students.”



“ I liked the chance for independent thinking, the 
sessions were interactive and exciting!”

“Awe-inspiring!” 

“The Q+A 
session was 
mind-blowing.”



“They answered questions 
that people are often afraid 
to go into that I ask about.”

“Helped me see that science 
and religion can go hand in 
hand, conflict of the two is 
not necessary.”

“The day made me think and 
get involved.”



Science and faith both have important implications 
for understanding our place in the universe.

Our events 
allow students 
to explore 
both, and come 
to a greater 
appreciation of 
God’s world.



One more year of current 
project.

Looking for interested 
schools and speakers.

Spread the word.

Get involved.

Exploring future directions 
and funding opportunities.




