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aNNUAL LONDON CONFERENCE
REPORT - 2ND NOVEMBER 2013
Christians in Science held their second
education conference on Saturday 2nd
November 2013, at the Salvation Army
Regent Hall in Oxford Street, London,
focussing on world views, the history of
secularism, and science education. Since the
first education conference in Herne Bay, Kent
in 2006, much has changed in the education
scene. CiS members have responded to
this change through involvement in far
reaching education projects. Two of the
London conference speakers have also been
instrumental in the formulation of current
governmental advice about the teaching of
science in the context of religious ideas.
Rev Professor Michael Reiss (Institute of
Education, University of London) opened
the conference with a clear and insightfully

Student

detailed overview of science and religion
within the context of education. He
identified two areas where religion might
be usefully explored within the context
of the science classroom. The first of these
involved the nature of science itself and
the epistemology that underlies theories
of knowledge, also known as “How Science
Works”. The second involved the interaction
between science and religion.
Michael stated that Christians view the
world as more than just on the basis
of objective reality based on empirical
findings. Christians place special weight on
scriptural authority, the life of the church,
worship, and the formulation of doctrine.
Scientific knowledge also has certain broad
characteristics in that it is communal,
objective and disinterested (in the sense
that evidence and argument should not rest
on persuasive personality alone).

Conference
2014

Mind and Matter

Student Conference
Join us for speakers, discussions,
and seminars on the theme of
‘Mind and Matter’.
Speakers include: Rev Dr
Alasdair Coles, Dr Ard Louis,
Dr Rhoda Hawkins and Dr Nick
Higgs.
Open to all students

Saturday 8th
February, 2014

£5 Earlybird rate (before 10th
January 2014), £10 full price.

The King’s
Oxford

To book, email Emily at emily@
cis.org.uk

Centre,
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for the British people, than
having a dry, epistemological
root.
Mr Michael Poole (King’s
College London) presented
a session which focused
on school education. He
argued that it is a poor
science education that does
not consider the history
and philosophy of science.
Christianity
presents
a
universe that is orderly and
purposeful; and further,
expresses a commitment
towards truthfulness. Michael
made the point, echoing the work of the late,
and fondly remembered, Colin Russell, that
the rapid development of science owes much
to Christianity. He posed the question of what
teachers can do to address incorrect views of
conflict between religion and science.

He warned against developing a “God of the Gaps”
approach to religious engagement in science, and
highlighted some of the philosophical questions
raised by “quantum uncertainty” . He stressed the
importance of engaging with students through
active listening, opening up discourse and
nurturing a mutual respect between student and
educator. He also expressed that as the prevalent
scientific view it was important that students In part two, during a combined session with
Michael, Dr Berry Billingsley (University of
were taught about evolutionary theory.
Reading) presented her experience and research
Dr Dominic Erdozain (Emory University, Atlanta, involved with the development of classroomGeorgia), historian, explored the historical context focused ideas about children’s conversations.
of science and religion by plotting a path through She highlighted, by example, how school
periods of Victorian science and social history children engage with science, how science and
and contextualising current debates. He explored religion is discussed, and how children express
various significant figures and ideas including the themselves. Berry presented her research, and
X-club and the progress of evolutionary theory. some of the hidden questioning about science
He argued that the arrival of evolutionary theory and religion that students struggle with. Berry
into Victorian Britain was not so much a bomb raised the spectre of students struggling to cope
shell, at least to the social elite, but more focused with multiple views, and highlighted students’
attention towards mechanism, uniformity of difficulties in knowing where they may ask the
nature and naturalism. Dominic reported that questions they have. She also reflected on the
he had not identified any ideological materialists difficulties that teachers have in addressing
within the historical record; although since that questions about science and religion.
period of history, theology had loosened its links
with science. However, rather than science having
a directly secularising influence, secularism was
more characterised by academic fragmentation.
He left us with the thought that secularism was
perhaps more of an unconscious pastoral concern

Rt Rev Dr Richard Chetham (Bishop of Kingston)
acknowledged the important role of CiS within
the area of science and theology communication.
It is a myth that science has nothing to do with
religion, but how can the general public and

Photograph courtesy of Dawid Potgieter, with thanks.

2

interview with andrew halestrap

churches understand this? Richard reflected a
popular image of science being reliable, and
religion being subjective and ill-informed,
despite a large body of documented evidence
to the contrary. He highlighted the challenge of
wider communication in a culture of myth and
caricature, which has the backdrop of little being
taught in schools about the history and sociology
of science. He suggested that the need to improve
understanding of science, theology and academic
work is vital, but the biggest issue is about the
communication of quality and informed insights.

At the conference AGM, Andrew took over as the
chairman of the CiS committee. He is a Professor
of Biochemistry at the University of Bristol. Our
new Development Officer, Emily Sturgess, finds
out more.
What is your story so far?
I was brought up in a Christian home, and went
off to boys’ camps when I was a teenager, which
is where my Christian faith became personal. As
a youngster I was a born scientist, and enjoyed
playing with Chemistry sets from as young as I can
remember. In fact, I remember my first disastrous
experiment was attempting electrolysis with
mains voltage, and taking the whole electrical
circuit of the house out of action! So, in reality, I
was a scientist and a Christian from an early age.

Following break out discussion groups in the
afternoon, Professor Andrew Briggs (University
of Oxford) skilfully mixed humour, physics and
biblical reflection in concluding the day. Andrew
posited that the secular and religious are often
simultaneously coexistent, so when viewed
without the religious something is missing. He
reflected that the use of creation ideas in Isaiah
40-45 mirror a form of natural theology which
can be found even amongst atheists; for example,
in Paul Davies’ expression that the universe has
a purpose and it includes us. Andrew further
developed this by drawing comparison between
the updating of belief in the light of new insight
and related this to probability and the complexity
of morality and consciousness. But is it possible
to view things the other way around? How does
science enrich faith? Andrew highlighted some
of the areas of possible interest in this regard.
In conclusion, Andrew brought us to Genesis 1,
the writer addressing people who already knew
the Creator God, who from transcendence comes
into immanence. Is God up to the job? Look
around you: the Lord is the everlasting God, He
gives power to the faint…they shall run, and not
be weary.

I studied Natural Sciences at Cambridge for
my undergraduate degree, specialising in
Biochemistry, and got very involved in the
Christian Union. Then I came to Bristol, where I did
my PhD; and joined Christ Church Clifton, where
I played an active role for forty years, whilst also
being involved in the leadership of Bristol School
of Christian Studies. I stayed in Bristol after my
PhD as a Research Fellow, and then I became a
lecturer, then a reader, and finally a professor
in 1996. I built up my research over many years,
while maintaining my church involvement.
So, what have you been researching?
During my PhD I was lucky enough to discover
how things like lactic acid get in and out of cells
and mitochondria, which set me up for a research
career working with them. That has taken me
down a variety of avenues, but currently my work
specialises in how mitochondria function in the
heart following a heart attack. That work at the
molecular level has led to treatments which are
beginning to be used in the clinic. The other side
of my work, on lactic acid, has become very much
a focus of cancer chemotherapy in recent years.

Many thanks to all the speakers and all involved in
organising a stimulating and thought provoking
day.
Dr John Ling, Teacher and Education Secretary,
Christians in Science. To hear recordings of all of
the conference sessions, visit www.cis.org.uk

Who have been the most important role models
in your life?
I think my biggest role model in my early life was
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my faith inspires my science.

my
parents,
for
their
consistent
Christian
living, and that
was fantastic.
In terms of
my
spiritual
development,
the
person
who was my
mentor was my
vicar for many
years at Christ
Church, Paul
Berg. He really taught me how to be a rounded,
thinking Christian. He also recognised gifts in me
that I didn’t recognise in myself.

Another thing is that my faith helps me to have a
balanced view of life. I think it’s very easy to burn
out as a scientist; but as Christians we have a
higher calling, and I think that can protect us from
getting totally sucked in to the pressures that
science puts on people. It’s very easy to destroy
your own personal life with your ambition for
science; but my faith has helped me in trying to
keep that balance, with the support of my wife,
and the people in my church.
What challenges have you come across as a
Christian and a Scientist (if any)?
I think I’ve been very lucky in that I’ve never felt
that anything within my science threatens my
faith, or the other way round. In some ways the
biggest challenge is to help people in the church
not to see science as a threat, and not to see
evolution as in some way undermining scripture.
The challenge is to be able to show people that
you can be a proper scientist and a proper biblebelieving Christian.

Scientifically, I have so many friends and
colleagues that I admire that I couldn’t really
choose one hero. I appreciate good science when
I see it, and I appreciate a good scientist who is
humble as well as scientifically excellent...I don’t
think I’d like to choose one.

What science-faith book have you most enjoyed
or found most helpful?
There are so many! One book that was really
influential in the early stages of my career was
Donald Mackay’s ‘The Clockwork Image’. He was
a brilliant communicator. In recent years, it might
well be ‘Creation and Evolution: do we have to
choose?’ by Denis Alexander, simply because it’s
a book that lays out very well the arguments for
how you can reconcile creation and evolution,
from a very biblical basis. I find it helpful, both
because it summarises where I’m at, and because
it’s a good one to give to other people who are
struggling.

How has your faith helped you as a scientist, or
vice versa?
At one very basic level, I think believing that
there is a creator God means the order in the
universe makes sense. Many of my colleagues
who are not Christians will pose questions when
they have a problem they’re trying to solve, like
‘how would I have done it if I were God?’ I think
being a Christian makes it easier to look at those
questions, thinking that the creator God has
given order that he wants us to understand and
use to the benefit of mankind. That’s a powerful
driving force, to think that you are doing what
God wants; being a steward of God’s creation,
understanding how He works so that you can use
that information for the benefit of mankind. And,
of course, the more you do it, the more you marvel
at the intricacy, complexity and sheer brilliance
of the created world. It’s a real privilege to be in
there, untangling some of the information and
getting to grips with it. It inspires my faith, just as

What is your vision for CiS?
My key priority is that we connect better with
young Christians who are scientists, and bring
them on both in their faith and as scientists. We
need to train up the next generation of good,
well thought-out Christian scientists.
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news
It is with sadness that we announce the death
of Dr Oliver Barclay, co-founder of CiS. A full
obituary will be published in the next edition
of our journal Science and Christian Belief
next issue
In the next Edition of PreCiS, we will publish
the winning essay from this year’s Student
Essay competition, and will be interviewing
Emily Sturgess, our new Development Officer.

Delusion? Why Religion is good for your Health’.
Professor Sims spoke clearly, and convincingly
argued that faith as normally practised in
community did not bear any of the psychiatric
hallmarks of delusion, and furthermore was
recognised in the psychiatric profession of
showing considerable correlation with good
mental health, resilience and contentment with
life. For information about future events, contact
Tina Biggs at cmbbiggs@googlemail.com.

local group news

CAMBRIDGE
For details of upcoming events in Cambridge
please go to www.st-edmunds.cam.ac.uk/
faraday/Lectures.php.

If you live somewhere that does not have a CiS
local group but you wish it did, please get in
touch with the Development Officer, (emily@cis.
org.uk) about starting up a new group in your
area. There is currently interest in forming a CiS
group in Reading, but no-one available to lead it.
If you think you might like to lead or be involved,
please let us know.

CENTRAL SOUTH
Science and Faith: an Introduction was hosted
in conjunction with the Farday Institute on 25th
November. They were joined by John Bryant,
Peter Bussey, Hilary Marlow and Keith Ward.
Recordings of previous events can be found on
our webpage www.cis.org.uk/groups/centralsouth/. If you would like more information please
go to our webpage or e-mail simon@cis.org.uk.

Local Groups

ABERDEEN
A new discussion group has recently started up
in Aberdeen. If you would like details of meetings
please contact David Ely at aberdeenlocalgroup@
yahoo.co.uk.

Durham
Contact Alan Roberts (a.w.roberts@durham.
ac.uk) for information about future events in
Durham.

abergavenny
If you would like to get involved with the CiS
discussion group in Abergavenny, please contact
Dr Huw Morgan at jhcmorgan@gmail.com.

Edinburgh
Gavin is looking for people to help him run the
Edinburgh group. If you would be interested
in helping out, or would like more details
about the group, please email Gavin Merrifield
(g.d.merrifield@gmail.com)

Birmingham
The Birmingham University group hosted an
event on the 18th November entitled ‘Science
and Religion: are we playing God?’. This was a joint
venture with UB:ASH and Birmingham Council of
Faiths, representing most major world religions.
It was an interesting and stimulating event. If
you would like details of future happenings in
Birmingham and the West Midlands please e-mail
bhamcis@gmail.com or join the Birmingham CiS
Facebook group www.facebook.com/groups/
ciscbirmingham

Glasgow
For details of future events in Glasgow please
contact Dr Lawrence Osborn (lawrence@
lhosborn.co.uk)
Harrow
For details of future events in Harrow please
contact Revd Lyndon North (revlnorth@aol.com)
Ipswich
For information about future events in Ipswich
please contact Dr John Ling (jjling@btopenworld.
com).

bristol
The Bristol group welcomed Prof Andrew Sims
on 25th October, for an event entitled ‘Is Faith

Cover image courtesy http://www.publicdomainpictures.
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Ireland
CiS Ireland held an event on 4th December on the
‘Theology of Creation’, with Prof Stephen Williams.
For information about future events, please
contact Peter van der Burgt (peter.vanderburgt@
nuim.ie). Details about upcoming events can be
found on our website www.cis.org.uk/ireland/.

to be added on to our mailing list please e-mail
shefuni.cisc@gmail.com or join our Facebook
group www.facebook.com/groups/shefuni.cisc/.
south west
If you would like details about events in the
South West, please contact Prof. David Huntley
(dhuntley@plymouth.ac.uk).

Leeds
For information about future events, please
contact John Lockwood (jglockwood1@me.com)
for details of future events in Leeds or to be added
onto the mailing list.

ST Andrews
The new St Andrew’s group hosted Revd Dr David
WIlkinson for an event on ‘The Origin and End of
the Universe - a challenge for Christianity?’ on
18th November. For more details about events
in St Andrews, contact Rebecca Goss at rjmg@standrews.ac.uk.

LIVERPOOL
The Liverpool group continues to meet on the last
Wednesday of every month in term time at 5.30
pm in the Anglican Chaplaincy, Mulberry Court.
Contact Neville Cobbe for more information
(Neville.cobbe@liverpool.ac.uk).

SURREY
For details about future events in the Surrey
area please contact Joy Perkins at joyeperkins@
googlemail.com.

MANCHESTER
CiS Manchester hosted an event on 4th December
entitled ‘Does God play dice?’, joined by Prof Peter
Budd. E-mail Becky Lowton (rebecca.lowton@
googlemail.com) if you would like further details
or to be added onto the mailing list.

tyneside & northumberland
For information from the new group in the
Newcastle area, please contact Peter Donaldson
at peter.donaldson@ncl.ac.uk
west midlands
The West Midlands Group meets infrequently and
people should contact Godfrey if they are local
and interested at g.n.armitage@warwick.ac.uk .
There is no meeting currently planned.

norwich
Please contact info@cis.norwich.org.uk for details
about upcoming events in the Norwich area.
nottingham
The Nottingham group meets regularly for
discussion about science - faith topics. Please
contact Geoff Bagley (geoffbagley@me.com) if
you would like further information.

worcester
The recently-affiliated Worcester Bible and
Science group welcomed Denis Alexander for
their event ‘Genetics and Human Identity’ on 19th
November; and Prof Chris Cook spoke on addiction
at their October meeting. For information about
upcoming events, please contact Ann Coyle at
ann@thecoyles.freeserve.co.uk.

Oxford
Oxford joined with the Graduate Christian Forum
on 14th October to welcome Dr Sarah Coakley,
who spoke about altruism.If you would like more
information about coming events in Oxford
please e-mail Dr Diana Briggs on diana.briggs@
wolfson.oxon.org.

Submissions for the next PrÉCiS
We would love to receive your contributions
for the next issue of PréCiS. Please send details
of any events, conferences, books and other
news you would like included to Emily Sturgess
at emily@cis.org.uk.

Sheffield
The Sheffield CiS group meets regularly for prayer
and discussion during the university term. For
details about happenings in the Sheffield area or
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