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Christians in Science 2013 Northern
Conference:
From Particles to Patients: a
Faith Perspective on Science
This year’s Christians in Science Northern
Conference was brilliantly hosted by
our recently established Tyneside and
Northumberland Group. Covering a broad
range of topics, “From Particles to Patients”
drew a wide range of delegates, including
6th formers, chaplains, researchers,
emeritus professors and others. Local
group organiser Peter Donaldson has kindly
provided us with a report of the day.
The programme for the CiS 2013 Northern
Conference was split into three sessions, each
with two speakers.
The first session began with a presentation
from Professor Tom McLeish, who is Pro-Vice
Chancellor for Research at Durham University.
As a scientist with a PhD in Polymer Physics and a
Fellow of the Royal Society,
Tom was the perfect
choice to kick-start our
day. Tom’s talk, “Wisdom,
Suffering and Nature: a
view of a theology of science
from Job’s ash-heap” set
the scene wonderfully for
dialogue on the theological
discussion of science.
In his talk, Tom suggested
that
the
primary
goal
of
science-faith
communication
is
to
identify a narrative store for
the theological discussion
of science, suggesting that

such a narrative framework can be found in the
Old Testament, where God challenges Job to
look at the cosmos:
“Can you bind the chains of the Pleiades?
Can you loosen Orion’s belt? Can you bring
forth the constellations in their seasons
or lead out the Bear with its cubs?”
Job 38: verses 31 and 32
Tom went on to highlight the need for science
and theology to come together under the
banner of a ministry of reconciliation. Finally he
suggested that removing the false opposition of
science and faith is increasingly important as the
disciplines are so closely linked. The presentation
and discussion that followed were challenging
and engaging, setting the scene wonderfully for
the rest of the day.
Dr Eric Middleton (former Principal of Prior
Pursglove College, Guisborough and author of
“The New Flatlanders”) gave the second talk of
the day, speaking on the title of his recent book

Conference speakers, left to right, Peter Bussey, Tom McLeish, Eric
Middleton, Dominic White, Judith Goodship, Robin Seymour
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“Dimensions of the Spirit: science and the work of the
Holy Spirit.” The presentation was very much a voyage
through 20 years of Eric’s life, addressing the subject
of healing from dark spirits and discussing several
instances of such healings he has witnessed. The
central idea addressed was that religion, theology or
faith is a tangible thing and, just as science is touchable,
so too is faith.
After a short lunch break our third speaker, Professor
Robin Seymour, took to the stage. As ex-head of the
School of Dentistry at Newcastle University, Robin
gave us a personal testimony of his experiences
working as Dean of Dentistry at the university, which
was entitled “Being a Christian in Dental and Medical
Practice.” Robin’s presentation was very personal and
highlighted God’s presence with us at all times. He
illustrated his talk with examples of how his faith had
helped him to cope personally, deal with students
effectively, address professional cases in the right way
and manage staff wisely. The presentation highlighted
how Christian faith had equipped Robin for each day,
outlining some of the trials and tribulations of working
in a high level post, but dwelling on God’s faithfulness
and Robin’s sense of fulfillment in his role.
Our next speaker was Judith Goodship, Professor of
Medical Genetics at Newcastle University. In her role
as a geneticist, Professor Goodship often literally feels
between two world on issues of science and faith,
so what better title for her than “Between Two Worlds
– what should we do when scientific colleagues think
we are deluded and fellow Christians hold intransigent
views”? The title of the talk alone hit the nail on the
head. Judith’s presentation flowed through Dawkins,
to the idea of life from primordial soup and on to those
who interpret Genesis literally. There was discussion
about natural selection, mutation rates and the widelyheld belief that acceptance of scientific theories and
hypotheses means rejection of Christian faith. As a
central theme, this was an excellent subject for the
middle of the day and created a good environment for
discussion, of which there was plenty.
After a short coffee break the conference resumed
with Dr Peter Bussey (Emeritus Reader in Physics at
Glasgow University), who spoke on another very
topical subject, “The God Particle.” Looking for the
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Higgs Boson has turned out to be an exciting and
stimulating endeavour for the scientific community,
and we were delighted to have the opportunity to
hear from someone who has been involved in some
of the work at CERN. Peter’s presentation necessarily
required a considerable introduction to particle
physics, which Peter whipped through with great
style. By the end of the talk, however, the key point
we were left considering was not the intricacies of
particle physics, but rather the ingenious way in which
the whole system works. This begged the question
– if the universe is formed in such an ingenious way,
does that not imply that there is a creator God? The
answer to this can be found in Psalm 147 verse 5:
“Great is the Lord and mighty in power, his understanding
has no limit.”
We do not need to fear confirmation of the Higgs
Boson; we should embrace this science and marvel at
the amazing subatomic world God has created.
Fr Dominic White, Roman Catholic Chaplain for
Newcastle and Northumberland Universities, was
the last speaker of the day. His presentation was on
“The Genesis Deception: are the creation stories antienvironmental?” Dominic addressed the issue of the
misreading and over-interpretation of the Genesis
story by some groups, who suggest that Christianity
can be blamed for ecological damage and that paganism
is more in harmony with the environment. Dominic
pointed out different interpretations of Genesis in
Catholic, Anglican and Jewish religions and then
pointed out that over interpretation of any Biblical text
is likely to raise controversy. The talk concluded with
the statement that there will always be those who
argue against Christianity in this way, but there is no
reason to believe that paganism is more eco-friendly.
Overall, a good time was had by all. The six speakers
were excellent and raised a cornucopia of questions more than any one person could cope with in a single
packed day. As the Tyneside and Northumberland
group’s first conference, it was a great success and
hopefully there will be many more in the future.
Peter Donaldson
Senior Lecturer, Institute of Cellular Medicine,
Newcastle University

Interview with Professor Bill
Clegg
Bill is Emeritus Professor of Structural
Crystallography at Newcastle University, the
University’s Baptist Chaplain, and one of the
leaders of the new Tyneside & Northumberland
CiS Local Group.
What’s been your story so far?
Brought up in industrial Lancashire, then a student in
Cambridge for six years, I’ve worked almost the rest
of my life for Newcastle University, doing research and
teaching in chemistry, except for six years in similar
work in Göttingen, Germany, where two of our four
children were born.
I became a Christian just before going to Cambridge,
so my time there, especially in the Christian Union,
was formative for my faith, as well as being the setting
for meeting my future wife Kathy in a Christian choir.
I took early retirement in 2009, but continue with
part-time research and also serve very part-time as
the University’s Baptist Chaplain, being a nationally
accredited lay preacher.

What do you do for fun?
I sing in the Newcastle Bach Choir, enjoy walking and
cycling, regularly look after two young grandchildren,
and plan to get back into local amateur dramatics now
I’ve got more time. The research and chaplaincy
work I do, along with a range of church activities, can
also be quite fun! And Kathy’s drawing me into her
passion for gardening now we’ve moved out of the
city to the edge of a small town.
What makes you say “Wow”?
Lots of things, perhaps with a common underlying
factor of God’s creativity, directly or through us
made in his image: unexpected fascinating results of
research (crystal structures can be very beautiful),
spectacular scenery, well executed works of art,
drama and favourite pieces of music, children growing
up, inspiring worship, and seeing God doing amazing
things in people’s lives.
How has being a Christian influenced your
work?
It’s hard to say for certain without a control
experiment(!), but I reckon it’s given me a balance and
perspective many of my non-Christian colleagues

Christians in Science 2013 Student Essay Competition

Essays can discuss any topic under the
heading of “Faith and Science”
First prize: £200 Amazon gift voucher
Second prize: £100 Amazon gift voucher
Prizewinning essays will also be published on the CiS website
and the winning essay will appear in PréCiS
Entries must be e-mailed to secretary@cis.org.uk by midnight on the 15th August 2013
Full details, rules and guidelines at www.cis.org.uk/student-essay-competition/
Images courtesy of The Web site of the National Cancer Institute (www.cancer.gov), NASA, ESA, and the Hubble SM4 ERO Team, www.publicdomainpictures.net/view-image.php?image=4306&picture=bananaleaf-detail, Steve Hillebrand, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
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engineering – perhaps with a few examples they may
have heard of.

lack, with work and ambition not being exclusive or
dominating priorities, and recognition that there’s
much more in life that’s at least as important. I
hope it’s made me a better collaborator and a more
sympathetic teacher and adviser for students than I
might otherwise have been, balancing a dangerously
strong natural competitiveness!
What science – faith question do you get asked
most often? What answer do you give?
Common questions are variations on ‘Aren’t science
and religion in conflict?’ or ‘How can you honestly be
a successful scientist and a sincere Christian?’ These
come from work colleagues (when they get beyond
narrow work interests into something more serious),
students, and children in churches and other situations,
and are often prompted these days by my dual
role in the University as an active research scientist
and a chaplain. The answer varies according to the
questioner and the circumstances. It may include
expressing my opinion that the supposed conflict is a
widely held misunderstanding with a relatively recent
origin deliberately promoted as one of many atheist
fairy tales, or it could be a more extended discussion,
or a simple comment that the person they’re talking
to is a practising Christian and an experienced scientist
without being schizophrenic, and there are lots more
like me in all branches of science, medicine and
4

What science – faith book, website or blog can
you recommend?
I’m not much into blogs or social media – they
came along too late in life to attract me; obviously I
recommend the CiS website, along with the Faraday
Institute and a locally developed science-faith course
(www.lindisfarnertp.org). I could mention many
books – I’m an avid reader – but the one that helped
me most as a young Christian and science student
was the now almost 60-year old classic ‘The Christian
View of Science and Scripture’ by Bernard Ramm, still
remarkably relevant today, and I see that copies are
available via Amazon, Google Books, etc. More recent
books that I have found particularly helpful and have
encouraged others to read include Colin Humphreys’
‘The Miracles of Exodus’ – a gripping read almost like
a whodunit thriller and vastly better written than any
Dan Brown novel – and Denis Alexander’s ‘Creation
or Evolution: Do We Have to Choose?’ – a wonderful
account easily understood by someone who dropped
biology at the age of 13! I’ve just got a copy of Allan
Chapman’s ‘Slaying the Dragons: Destroying Myths
in the History of Science and Faith’ and am looking
forward to reading it and probably making use of its
material in my own occasional talks to churches and
schools. I could go on…
London Conference - Science,
education and secularism
Registration for this year’s London Conference on
the 2nd November is now open.
Sessions include: The Impact of Different World
Views on How Science is Taught (Prof Michael
Reiss), Has Science Stimulated Secularism? (Dr
Dominic Erdozain), Vision and Values in Science
Education (Mr Michael Poole, and Dr Berry Billingsley),
Communicating with the Public and the Churches
About Science and Faith (Bishop Richard Cheetham),
Bringing a Christian Mind to the Debate on Science
Education (Prof Andrew Briggs).
Full detials and registration at www.cis.org.uk/
conferences

local group news
If you live somewhere that does not have a CiS local
group but you wish it did, please get in touch with the
Development Officer, (do@cis.org.uk) about starting
up a new group in your area.
There is currently interest in forming CiS groups in
several centres around the UK. Please contact the
people listed if you are interested in getting involved.
St Andrews Rebecca Goss, rjmg@st-andrews.ac.uk
London Emily Jesper, emilyjesper@gmail.com
Local Groups
Aberdeen
If you would like more information about happenings
in the new Aberdeen group please e-mail David Ely,
david_a_ely@yahoo.co.uk.
abergavenny
The Abergavenny group have continued to meet
monthly, with 6-12 people generally attending. The
group have used a mixture of DVDs from The Faraday
Institute and presentations by participants to discuss
a variety of topics. If you would like to get involved
please contact Dr Huw Morgan on jhcmorgan@
gmail.com.
Birmingham & West Midlands
In February the Birmingham group welcomed Rev.
Dr Ernest Lucas who spoke to a group of around 75
people on “Does Evolution Contradict Genesis?” If you
would like details of future happenings in Birmingham
and the West Midlands please e-mail Daniel Holt
at danholt92@gmail.com or join the Birmingham
CiS Facebook group www.facebook.com/groups/
ciscbirmingham/.
bristol
Prof. John Wyatt joined us in Bristol on the 7th June
to discuss “Beginning Life in a Brave New World”. Our
next meeting will take place on the 25th October,
during which former President of the Royal College of
Psychiatrists, Prof. Andrew Sims will speak on “Is Faith
Delusion? Why religion is good for your health”. The talk
will begin at 7.30 and will take place at Alma Church
Hall, 29 Alma Rd, BS8 2ES. Please e-mail cmbbiggs@
googlemail.com for more information or to be added
onto the mailing list.
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CAMBRIDGE
For details of upcoming events in Cambridge please
go to www.st-edmunds.cam.ac.uk/faraday/Lectures.
php.
CENTRAL SOUTH
On the 30th April, nearly 300 people attended a
remarkable lecture from Dr Allan Chapman of
Wadham College Oxford, who kept his audience spell
bound during his talk “Slaying The Dragons - destroying
myths in the history of science and faith”. A recording is
available on the CiS website.
Our next event is on Thursday 17th October, when
Prof. Andrew Sims, former president of the Royal
College of Psychiatrists, will speak on “Is Faith Good
for Health?” This will be a joint meeting with the
local Christian Medical Fellowship and will be held
at 7.30pm in Physics A, Building 46, University of
Southampton. If you would like more information
about the group please go to our webpage or e-mail
simon@cis.org.uk.
Durham
Contact Alan Roberts (a.w.roberts@durham.ac.uk)
for information about future events in Durham.
Edinburgh
Gavin is looking for people to help him run the
Edinburgh group. If you would be interested in helping
out, or would like more details about the group, please
e-mail Gavin Merrifield (g.d.merrifield@gmail.com).
Glasgow
If you live in the Glasgow area and are interested in
being part of a CiS local group, please get in touch with
Dr Lawrence Osborn (lawrence@lhosborn.co.uk).
Harrow
Russel Stannard joined us in Harrow on the 13th June,
giving a talk entitled “Modern Cosmology – Room for
God?” For details of future events please contact Revd
Lyndon North (revlnorth@aol.com, 07747 638783).
Ipswich
For information about future events in Ipswich please
contact Dr John Ling (jjling@btopenworld.com).
Ireland
Details about upcoming Ireland events can be found
on our website www.cis.org.uk/ireland/.

We are planning a joint event with the Oxford GCU
for the autumn - details to be confirmed. If you would
like information about the Oxford group please e-mail
Diana Briggs on diana.briggs@wolfson.oxon.org.

Sad News
Members will be very saddened to hear that former
CiS Chairman and President Professor Colin Russell
died on 18th May 2013, aged 84. Colin was one of
the longest serving and most committed members
of Christians in Science and our thoughts and
prayers are with his family at this time. A full obituary
will appear in PréCiS Extra later this summer.

Sheffield
Dr Denis Alexander joined us in Sheffield on the 18th
April to speak on the topic “Creation or Evolution: Do
we have to choose?”

LIVERPOOL
The Liverpool group’s last two meetings focused on
the topics of “Free Will and Determinism” and “Giving
an Answer - responding to common objections to faith”,
both of which allowed for truly interdisciplinary
discussion. The group will be taking a break over the
summer but if you would like to be informed about
upcoming meetings please contact Neville Cobbe
(Neville.cobbe@liverpool.ac.uk).
Leeds
Prof. Meric Srokosz joined us in Leeds on June 11th
to give a talk entitled “Oceans, climate change and
Christianity: God’s story and the Earth’s story”. Please
contact John Lockwood (jglockwood1@me.com) if
you would like details of future events.
MANCHESTER
CiS Manchester last met on the 8th May at Cafe Muse.
Consultant Cardiologist Dr Philip Lewis spoke on the
topic “Is God interested in the human heart?” We are
currently planning our programme for the autumn
term. E-mail Becky Lowton (rebecca.lowton@
googlemail.com) if you would like further details.
norwich
Please contact info@cis.norwich.org.uk for details
about upcoming events in the Norwich area.
nottingham
The Nottingham group meets regularly for discussion
about science - faith topics. Please contact Geoff
Bagley (geoffbagley@me.com) if you would like
further information.
Oxford
The Oxford group met on June 18th when Prof George
Ellis FRS from The University of Cape Town spoke on
“Emergence, Top Down Causation and Reductionism”.

To find out about future happenings in Sheffield or to
be added on to our mailing list please e-mail shefuni.
cisc@gmail.com or join our Facebook group www.
facebook.com/groups/shefuni.cisc/.
south west
Please contact Prof. David Huntley (dhuntley@
plymouth.ac.uk) for details of events in the South West.
SURREY
The Surrey group met together on the 11th June in
Purley. Prof. Bob Slade (Head of Inorganic Chemistry,
University of Surrey) and GP Dr. Rachelle Sanderson
outlined how they go about integrating their science
and their faith during the event, which was entitled
‘Science & Faith Get Personal’. Please contact Joy
Perkins at joyeperkins@googlemail.com for more
information about future events.
Tyneside and Northumberland
This recently formed group hosted the CiS Northern
Conference on the 27th April, as reported in this issue.
Audio recordings of the talks should be available on
the CiS web site soon.
We are now beginning to plan events for the rest
of 2013. For details please e-mail Peter Donaldson
(peter.donaldson@newcastle.ac.uk).
Worcester
If you would like information about happenings in
the Worcester Bible and Science group then please
contact Ann Coyle at ann@thecoyles.freeserve.co.uk.
Submissions for the next PrÉCiS
We would love to receive your contributions for
the next issue of PréCiS. Please send details of any
events, conferences, books and other news you
would like included to the Development Officer at
do@cis.org.uk by the 6th September.
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