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CiS Northern Conference
“Science, Faith and the 

Public”

Saturday 31st May, 2014
10:00-17:00

Church of St John the Evangelist, 
Kingston Park, 

Newcastle upon Tyne

£20 (£10 for students), including 
refreshments and lunch

Topics and speakers include:
Genesis 1 - a reading and reflection: 
Andii Bowsher 
Science and faith in the local church: 
Alastair Macnaughton and Sue Wilson 
What bishops really think about 
science: Rebecca Bouveng 
Science and religion as portrayed by 
the media: Pete Moore
Science and faith in the minds of 
schoolchildren: Phil Wildsmith

For further information and registration, 
contact bill.clegg@ncl.ac.uk

student ConferenCe report

On February 8th, 2014, Christians in Science 
hosted the annual student conference. Giles 
Hayward looks back at the event:

this year’s student Conference was held in 
oxford at the Kings Centre, and was hosted by 
emily sturgess, the development officer. it was 
a great day to meet up with other like-minded 
students and sharpen iron on iron.

the opening lecture from rev dr alasdair Coles 
was about how Christians should approach 
the science of the mind, entitled “Minds, brains 
and the search for God.” firstly alasdair spoke 
about methodological reductionism (the way 
we conduct our research) and ontological 
reductionism (the stance that we are nothing but 
chemicals) in the context of neuroscience. he 
then guided us through the myriad work done 
trying to understand the mind-body dichotomy 
from both a monistic (the mind and body are 
one) and dualistic (they are separate) perspective. 

particularly interesting was the fact that epilepsy 
sufferers are well documented to have religious 
or transcendent experiences. using published 
work from the field of neuroscience alasdair 
showed that this dichotomy of views is often 
not as simple as presented, arguing against the 
either/or view by saying humans function in both 
a bottom up and top-down processing paradigm. 
two particular studies he mentioned were 1) a 
case study of a man who developed reversible 
paedophilic tendencies due to a brain tumour 
(Burns and Swerdlow, 2003), and 2) work showing 
the brain may make decisions up to 7 seconds in 
advance of the decision being acted upon (Soon et 
al., 2008). the talk was a great reminder of how 
scientific study can aid us in understanding both 
our physical and spiritual attributes as humans.

the second talk was from a hero of mine, ard 
Louis, on “considering matter.” the main thrust 
of his talk was recognising the limitations of 
science for explaining the origins of the universe. 
indeed, the question of why is there something 
rather than nothing is mainly philosophical and 
theological in nature.  he then spoke about 
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after this we split into two seminar streams: ‘Homo 
not so sapiens: the public myth-understanding of 
humanism’ with Chris oldfield, and ‘Earthquakes and 
Evil’ with tim Middleton. i went to the former stream, 
given by Chris oldfield who spoke about the irony 
of humanism. By that, he meant as John Gray wrote, 
“philosophy has shaken off Christian faith, but it has 
not Christianity’s cardinal error, the belief that humans 
are radically different from all other animals…” Chris 
then summarised two main schools of thought on being 
made in the image of God, or Imago Dei: the capacities 
approach - distinguishing a human person from a 
human being; and the relational approach - homo 
divinus having the ability to have relationship with God, 
where animals do not. it was a really interesting and 
thought provoking session, especially the impromptu 
overview of Genesis at the end…i was picking up 
pieces of my mind after that!

there was then a presentation from francesca day, a 
phd student in theoretical physics at oxford, who gave 
a brilliant talk on ‘natural theology in the age of particle 
physics’. francesca started off with some excellent 
quotes, my favourite from a young girl commenting 
on the beauty of the night sky, being “if the bottom of 
heaven is that beautiful, just think what the rest must 
be like!” she then followed on with how we can find 
beauty in nature in its symmetry and mystery, and how 
we have a responsibility as Christians in science to 
use the abilities God has given us to continue to delve 
deeper into exploring what he has made. perhaps most 
importantly, however, she reminded us that natural 
theology is no substitute for revealed theology.

Lastly, the day was rounded off by dr rhoda hawkins 
who encouraged us that God gave us brains to think, 
and that we shouldn’t compartmentalise our faith and 
our science. We are created as holistic beings - we need 
to worship God with our body, mind and spirit. she said 
when we engage our minds, we strengthen our faith 
and increase our worship and wonder. it also allows us 
to become aware of the foundations, limitations and 
possibilities of science - something desperately needed 
to be taught to those in our congregation that are not 
aware of these. this knowledge will similarly help us in 
our evangelism and apologetics. rhoda then moved on 
to how our work should lead us to worship God; we 
are discovering something about God’s creation that 
nobody else knows and we are seeing into the mind of 
the Creator - what greater cause to worship! she then 
asked some of the big questions that are as 

whether evolution removes the need for a Creator, 
combating the often presented ‘scientism’ worldview 
by giving examples of convergent evolution and fine 
tuning of the universe. he summarised his points with a 
quote from the eminent swiss theologian Karl Barth - “i 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s son our Lord, in order to 
perceive and understand that God almighty, the father, 
is Creator of heaven and earth. if i did not believe the 
former, i could not perceive and understand the latter” 
(response to emil Brunner).

the third talk, after lunch, was given by dr nick higgs, a 
marine biologist, on ‘work-life balance’. scientists don’t 
work 9-5 hours - i think anyone who has experience 
in undertaking full-time study or work in science can 
definitely agree with that! however, as nick reminded 
us, “the sabbath was made for man, and not man for 
the sabbath.” he went on to explain the importance of 
the sabbath as a pattern of work and rest laid out by God 
in which we reconnect with God. nick also explained 
the sabbath does not have to be a sunday. he gave 
examples of times when he has been on location (on 
coral reefs - tough times!) and had to work weekends, 
but when he returned he made a point of taking off the 
days he worked in lieu. in a culture where scientists are 
under more and more pressure to generate more and 
more data - where science comes first and everything 
else second - this talk was a breath of fresh air. especially 
as a phd student, where i’ve been told numerous times 
(i think they were joking…) that i’m expected to work 
at least a 10 hour day, including weekends, working 
long days is almost a badge of honour. finally, although 
for many of the student audience this would be advice 
for the future rather than the present, nick reminded 
us that supporting people (i.e. a family) is about more 
than just money. Live to work, or work to live?
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and where his journey is taking him next.

What is your story so far?
i was born in south africa, and moved to the uK with 
my parents when i was fourteen and ended up in a small 
town in West-Yorkshire called huddersfield. i studied 
biochemistry as an undergraduate at the university 
of oxford, and then stayed on to do a dphil at the 
department of physiology, anatomy, and Genetics. 
having enjoyed a brief taste of laboratory-based 
research, i decided that it was not for me, and migrated 
to science communications. i have been appointed as a 
communications officer for a very exciting organisation 
called templeton World Charity foundation. this 
development means that my wife and i will be moving 
to nassau in the Bahamas within the next few months. 
the largest core funding area of tWCf is devoted to 
science research about Big Questions, such as: how 
did life begin? how did the universe begin? and, how 
can we improve human flourishing? the foundation also 
supports specific projects in science and faith 

yet unanswered in science, such as where did self-
consciousness originate, what about quantum mechanics 
indeterminacy or many universes? What about life on 
other planets, or the origin of the evolution of life? 
these are questions that have significant implication 
for our faith, and we should not shy away from them - 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your strength and with all your 
mind” (Luke 10:27).

i’m thoroughly looking forward to the next conference, 
not only because of the great opportunity to learn, but 
also the great opportunity to network!

Giles Hayward is a PhD Student at the MRC Toxicology 
Unit in Leicester

intervieW With daWid potGieter
dawid potgieter has just been appointed as 
Communications officer with the templeton World 
Charity foundation. here, he tells us some of his story, 

Ann Coyle – A Life of Love for God and His Creation
it is with great sadness that we announce the death of ann Coyle, a valued member of the organising committee of the Worcester Cis group. 
ann passed away peacefully on the 28th of March following a two year battle with cancer. 

ann always had a strong love for nature and took great delight in all things animal. Much of her life was spent searching for, observing, keeping 
and teaching about animals; from caterpillars and stick insects to rats, cats and dogs. she loved to discover more about the natural world and 
found great joy in sharing that passion with others.

ann fell in love with Jesus whilst at university studying Zoology and psychology with her focus on animal behaviour. throughout her life her faith 
and love for God grew, impacting and encouraging countless others. as her relationship with the Creator deepened, she sought to understand 
his relationship with his creation and the science which describes it so well. for many years, ann’s exploration of the interaction of science and 
faith was conducted without the benefit of many of the excellent resources available today. as a result, she was passionate in her support of Cis 
and other groups which facilitate those exploring the science and faith dialogue. 

over the last few years, her support took on a more official role as she helped to build, grow and organise the Worcester ‘Bible and science’ 
discussion group which became affiliated with Cis last year. she was a highly valued member of the team and the wider Cis community and will 
be greatly missed for her organisation, enthusiasm, encouragement, and the unfailing joy and faith with which she praised Jesus in every circum-
stance.

during the two years of her illness, ann’s unshakable faith and joy in Jesus became even clearer. she tirelessly went out of her way to love, bless 
and pray for others, honestly sharing her own struggles and relentlessly praising and glorifying God. throughout this time particularly, she was 
a profound inspiration to her many friends and the countless others who heard her story. ann’s battle with cancer ended in the profound and 
joyous knowledge that she had completed the race she had been running with Jesus since she found him at the age of 19. she died as she had 
lived, safe in the knowledge that she was in the loving hands of the God who she had known and loved for so many years, seeking to honour and 
glorify him in everything she had done. 

Whilst there is sadness, there is also great peace for ann’s family and friends who rejoice with her that 
she is now, finally, truly home with our father in heaven, hearing those words, “Well done, good and 
faithful one”. those who have been close to ann during this time rejoice in the truth of this passage 
which paul wrote to the Corinthians: “death is swallowed up in victory. o death, where is your 
victory? o death, where is your sting?” the only victory in this belongs to Jesus and those who choose 
to share in it. 

ann will be fondly remembered as a passionate nature-lover, a caring friend, a tireless and efficient 
worker, a loving wife and mother and so much more. above all, ann’s life beautifully reflected the 
love she had for God and the joy she knew in knowing his love for her. We rejoice with her as she 
celebrates with the one who made her.
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organisations, such 
as Cis and the 
faraday institute.

What do you do 
for fun? What are 
your major interests 
outside of work?
i enjoy spending 
time with my 
family, particularly 
going for afternoon 
walks with my wife 
through Wimbledon 
Common. When 

nobody is around, i find myself enjoying learning about 
the Big Questions, often by watching lectures online. 
there are plenty of good talks available on Youtube, 
but my favourite resources are the ian ramsey Centre 
for science and religion and the the faraday institute 
for science and religion.
What challenges have you come across as a Christian 
and a scientist?
there were all the obvious challenges to reconciling 
faith and science like harmonising the Genesis account 
with the biological theory of evolution, and developing 
my relationship with God in a profession dominated 
by an aggressively reductionist worldview. the most 
significant challenge for me though, was building the 
courage to speak out for my faith in relation to natural 
science. any topic in this area can be such a hot potato 
that people are often reluctant to say anything at all. it 
can be easy to feel intimidated and shy away from talking 
to Christians about important things like evolution or 
the big bang. Likewise, it can also be daunting to engage 
with scientists on issues related to the Christian faith. 
perhaps the most helpful lesson i have learned in this 
area is that it doesn’t really matter how much you know 
or how articulate you are. the most important thing 
is to engage with honesty and humility. the Bible tells 
us that God loves a humble heart, and most scientists 
i have come across will hugely respect someone who 
can honestly admit to a mistake. With this in mind, i 
think that it is sometimes more important to ask stupid 
questions than to come up with clever answers.

how has your faith helped you as a scientist, or vice 
versa?
science has definitely helped me in my faith. on the 
one hand, the whole endeavour of science is about 
discovering truth about the natural world in a way that 

would not be known otherwise. on the other hand, 
faith should not be limited to our knowledge of the 
natural world, but allow us to relate to God in a way that 
is beyond mere propositional knowledge. these two 
areas are often more intimately connected than people 
appreciate. as i learn more about the natural world, i 
am particularly able to appreciate God’s faithfulness to 
his creation, and also the magnificence of his plans for 
us. Likewise, as i grow in my relationship with God, i 
come to appreciate the splendour of creation, and it 
motivates me to make a positive contribution to the 
world.

What science-faith book/resources have you most 
enjoyed or found most helpful?
the single most helpful book that i can think of is 
attacking faulty reasoning by t.e. damer. it is actually 
a philosophy book, but provides some very practical 
advice on how to engage with arguments in a way that 
can be both sensible and assertive. i found it particularly 
useful for discovering the faults in my own worldview, 
as well as developing more compelling arguments in 
the area of science and religion.

What advice would you give to someone interested in 
science and faith issues but not confident enough to 
engage in this area?
it can be easy to shy away from engaging with issues 
regarding science and religion, if you don’t feel like an 
expert. having said that, you don’t actually have to be 
an expert; in fact, i would argue that the most important 
requirement for engaging with such issues is not 
expertise, but humility. instead of waiting years so that 
you can learn enough to be an expert, why not simply 
engage now with a humble attitude? Whether speaking 
with your peers or with someone more experienced, 
others rarely become annoyed if you disagree, as long 
as it is with humility. the problem comes when one 
thinks one knows everything: ignorance is forgivable, 
but arrogance is a recipe for disaster. to be sure, being 
humble doesn’t mean that you shouldn’t be able to argue 
your point; but it does mean trying to learn something 
from every discussion, and appreciating that those who 
oppose your views may have something valuable to 
teach you. it also means recognising that God is even 
greater the we can imagine, and reminding ourselves 
that we may not even understand 1% of what there 
is to know about God. it is therefore not necessary to 
know everything, as long as we can be honest enough 
to recognise what we don’t know. it is also important 
to ask questions, and carefully analyse the answers.
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or e-mail Peter May - petergeorgemay@gmail.com 

DurHAm
Contact Alan Roberts (a.w.roberts@durham.ac.uk) 
for information about future events.

EDinburGH
CiS Edinburgh are joining with The Faraday Institute 
for their day conference ‘Science, Christianity and 
Humanity’. Saturday 7th June, 9:30-5:00, Central Hall, 
Edinburgh. For more information and to register, please 
visit http://www.faraday.st-edmunds.cam.ac.uk/Short_
course.php?Type=New&CourseID=62 
If you are interested in taking over running the Edinburgh 
local group, or would like more details about the group, 
please email Gavin Merrifield (g.d.merrifield@gmail.
com)

GLASGOw
For details of future events in Glasgow please contact 
Dr Lawrence Osborn on lawrence@lhosborn.co.uk

HArrOw
For details of future events in Harrow please contact 
Revd Lyndon North (revlnorth@aol.com)

ipSwiCH
For information about events in Ipswich please contact 
Dr John Ling (jjling@btopenworld.com).

irELAnD
Details about the upcoming events in Ireland can be 
found at www.cis.org.uk/ireland

LEEDS
The Leeds local group has two events coming up this 
term: Tuesday 29th April, 7:30 for 8 pm. Professor 
Nigel Hooper, Leeds University - ‘Research into 
defeating Alzheimer’s Disease’. 
Tuesday 20th May 7:30 for 8 pm. Rev Dr Rodney 
Holder, Faraday Institute, Cambridge - ‘Big Bang, Big 
God:  A Universe designed for Life’. Both events will 
be held at South Parade Baptist Church, Headingley, 
Leeds, LS6 3LF. Please contact John Lockwood 
(jglockwood1@me.com) for details of future events 
in Leeds, or to be added onto the mailing list.

LiVErpOOL
The Liverpool group continues to meet on the last 
Wednesday of every month in term time at 5.30 pm 

LOCAL GrOup nEwS
If you live somewhere that does not have a CiS local 
group but you wish it did, please get in touch with 
the Development Officer, (emily@cis.org.uk) about 
starting up a new group in your area. If you are 
interested in being involved with new groups that may 
be starting in Dundee or the London Universities, 
please let us know. 

LOCAL GrOupS
AbErDEEn
A discussion group runs in Aberdeen. If you would 
like details of meetings please contact David Ely at 
aberdeenlocalgroup@yahoo.co.uk.

AbErGAVEnny
If you would like to get involved with the CiS discussion 
group in Abergavenny, please contact Dr Huw Morgan 
at jhcmorgan@gmail.com.

birminGHAm 
If you would like details of future happenings in 
Birmingham please e-mail bhamcis@gmail.com 
or join the Birmingham CiS Facebook group www.
facebook.com/groups/ciscbirmingham

briStOL
On Friday 14th March 2014, the Bristol group 
welcomed Dr Eric Albone MBE who spoke about 
science education, drawing on his work with schools 
in both England and Japan. The audience was slightly 
smaller than normal, but all were well engaged, and a 
lively Q&A session followed the talk. 
On Friday 13th June, 7:30pm, they will be joined by 
Dr Stuart Judge, speaking on ‘What can neuroscience 
tell us about free will?’ Alma Church Hall, 29 Alma 
Road, Clifton, Bristol BS8 2ES. Contact Tina Biggs for 
more information (cmbbiggs@googlemail.com)

CAmbriDGE
For details of upcoming events in Cambridge please 
go to www.st-edmunds.cam.ac.uk/faraday/Lectures.
php.

CEntrAL SOutH
Recordings of previous events in the Central South 
group can be found on our webpage www.cis.org.
uk/groups/central-south/. If you would like more 
information about the group please go to our webpage 
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in the Anglican Chaplaincy, Mulberry Court. Contact 
Neville Cobbe for more information (Neville.cobbe@
liverpool.ac.uk). On the 28th March, they welcomed 
Dr Paul Marston, who spoke on the topic ‘Science, 
Atheism and Evidence’.

mAnCHEStEr
The Manchester Science and Philosophy group will 
be hosting Dr Henk Alting on Wednesday 7th May 
at 6pm, speaking on the subject ‘Making sense of 
Jesus’ miracles’, at Cafe Muse in the Manchester 
Museum. Please contact Peter Budd at peter.budd@
manchester.ac.uk if you would like more details about 
the Manchester group, or to be added onto the 
mailing list.

nOrwiCH
Please contact info@cis.norwich.org.uk for details 
about upcoming events in the Norwich area.

nOttinGHAm
The Nottingham group meets regularly for discussion 
about science - faith topics. Please contact Geoff 
Bagley (geoffbagley@me.com) if you would like 
further information. 

OxFOrD
CiS Oxford will be jointly hosting a production of the 
play ‘The God Particle’ on Thursday 8th May. This 
is a romantic comedy that alludes in a light-hearted 
way to themes of science and faith. The performance 
will be followed by a panel discussion on science-faith 
issues. For further information as it becomes available, 
contact diana.briggs@wolfson.oxon.org

rOyAL HOLLOwAy
The recently formed group at Royal Holloway hosted their 
first public event on Wednesday 26th March, where they 
were joined by Dr Ard Louis who spoke on the subject ‘Is 
a belief in God rational?’ The event was attended by over 
100 people, both staff and students from a range of faiths, 
and was well-received by all, in response to the speaker 
and the discussion time. The group are encouraged, and 
are planning their next event for the end of the summer 
term: “Is a Belief in Jesus Rational?”. For more information, 
or to be added to the Royal Holloway mailing list, please 
contact Aline Porteous on aline.porteous@gmail.com.

SHEFFiELD 
The Sheffield CiS group meets regularly for prayer and 
discussion during the university term. For details about 

happenings in the Sheffield area or to be added on to 
our mailing list please e-mail shefuni.cisc@gmail.com 
or join our Facebook group www.facebook.com/
groups/shefuni.cisc/.

SOutH wESt 
If you would like details about future events in the South 
West, please contact Prof. David Huntley (dhuntley@
plymouth.ac.uk).

St AnDrEwS
For more details about events in St Andrews, contact 
Rebecca Goss at rjmg@st-andrews.ac.uk.

SurrEy
The Surrey group have two up-coming events: on 
Tuesday 13th May, John Bryant (University of Exeter) 
will join them for the event “‘Embryos, Genes 
& Cells: Issues at the Start of Life”, 7pm at Christ 
Church, Purley. Questions will be taken afterwards.  
The event is free to Christians of all denominations, 
those of other faiths, or none.  Light refreshments 
available [free] from 6 p.m. The following meeting 
will be on Tuesday, 8th July - same time, same place 
- when Bishop David Atkinson will talk on ‘Climate 
& Covenant.’ For more details about future events 
in the Surrey area please contact Joy Perkins at 
joyeperkins@googlemail.com.

tynESiDE & nOrtHumbErLAnD 
Tyneside & Northumberland will be joined by Dr 
Mark Harris on Thursday 22nd May, speaking on 
‘Do the miracles of Jesus contradict science?’. 7pm, 
Brunswick Methodist Church, Newcastle. They will 
also be hosting the CiS Northern Conference on 31st 
May, (details on front page). For information from the 
group in the Newcastle area, please contact Bill Clegg 
at bill.clegg@ncl.ac.uk.

wESt miDLAnDS 
The West Midlands Group meets infrequently and 
people should contact Godfrey if they are local and 
interested at g.n.armitage@warwick.ac.uk  There is 
no meeting currently planned.

wOrCEStEr
For information about upcoming events, please 
contact Kim Stansfield at kimestansfield@gmail.com.


