
Is God an Environmentalist?
Professor J Michael Davies

Emeritus:  University of Manchester



This incredibly beautiful, diverse and complex 
world in which we live, our environment:

Where does planet earth fit into 
our global view of life?
How does God view it as he 
looks down on it in our 
generation?
Does God have a view on how Does God have a view on how 
we are behaving towards His 
creation?
What is his master plan for 
creation, the planet and the 
cosmos?



Jesus Christ 
is Lord in 
Nairobi

70%+ are 
Christians in Christians in 

Kenya

Many 
churches



Yet, Kenya is 
ripped apart by:

Poverty
Crime

Corruption
Eco-disaster

How can this be in 
such a Christian 

country ?

”We have not taught the Gospel that Jesus taught!”
A profound answer that links the breakdown of society and 
environmental degradation with an inadequate gospel.



So, what did Jesus teach?

What was the essence of his 
preaching?preaching?



The Kingdom of God
As Jesus starts his public ministry:
“Jesus went into Galilee proclaiming the good news of 
God…..The time has come, The Kingdom of God is near.  
Repent and believe the good news”.

Many of his parables start “The Kingdom of God (or the 
Kingdom of heaven) is like….”Kingdom of heaven) is like….”

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus says   “Seek first the 
Kingdom of God and his righteousness and all these things 
(food, clothing etc) will be given to you as well.”

But   What is the “Kingdom of God??



Jesus teaching was directed towards Jews 
steeped in the history of their nation.

To them, the Kingdom of God was synonymous 
with the Kingdom of Israel

God was central and they were his chosen people.
So too was the land (the “Promised Land).

The greatest moment in Jewish history was the Exodus The greatest moment in Jewish history was the Exodus 
followed by the journey to the promised land.

Uniquely in global history, the Jewish people still own and 
jealously guard this same land to this day.

“The land” is central to Jewish thinking and central to the Old 
Testament.



The history of the Jewish 
Kingdom can be seen as a 
three-sided relationship 
illustrated by the three sides 
of a triangle

► God and his chosen people (Israel)
►God and the Land (his creation)
The people and the land – which is at the same time 
both theirs and God’s.

This concept comes from “The Mission of God –
Unlocking the Bible’s grand narrative” by Chris Wright



Jesus breaks down the barrier between Jews and 
Gentiles and opens up the Kingdom of God to all 

believers

How the Jews saw it How we should view it
The same three 
relationships are there



The three crucial relationships of the Kingdom of G od

► God and his believing people
► God and his creation
► Mankind and our environment

The mistake that the people of Kenya 
made was to concentrate on the left 
hand side of the triangle.
This is not unknown in our Western 
world!world!
i.e. to concentrate almost entirely on our 
relationship with God through Christ.
This makes the Gospel far too small
A holistic view requires us to read our 
Bibles with “environmental eyes” and 
makes our Gospel much bigger.  

Planet earth is much more 
than merely a habitat for 
human beings, it is 
important to God.
But how important?  



The complete picture is 3-dimensional – it takes pla ce in 
time and space – and it is still not complete

It is initiated in the early chapters of Genesis, consummated at the 
end of the book of Revelation and revealed by everything in between  



Creation
There is an immediate difficulty when we start at the beginning.
Where do we draw the line between picture language and historical reality in 
the early chapters of Genesis
Characterised by the huge controversy over 6-day creation, aka “intelligent 
design”
But also including: What / where was the Garden of Eden?

Who were Adam and Eve? (Adam’s rib)
What were the tree of life and the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil etc

This is fascinating stuff in the light of modern knowledge but we do not need 
to go there!

This is God’s storyThis is God’s story and we need to concentrate on its fundamental 
message rather than worrying about what people are arguing about.

Later we might see what light modern science has to throw on some aspects 
of the creation story but letting the science speak for itself without specific 
reference to controversial issues. 



The opening verses of the biblical account 
of creation are immense!

In the beginning, God created  the heavens and the earth.  
Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the 
face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
waters.
From this “formless, empty” beginning, step by step, at his 
command, God brought into being what we enjoy today.

This is not a random process emerging out of chaos, as some 
would have us believe, each step shows clear intent.
At each stage, God looked at what he had made “and saw that 
it was good”.
Finally, when his creative task was complete, God, as it were, 
stood back and contemplated the whole scene and declared it 
to be “very good”.
God took pride in his creation!



But there is much more to it than this!

God reveals himself in and 
through his creation

We have time to go to three places in the Bible 
where this is made clear:where this is made clear:
The Book of Job
Psalm 19
Romans 1:20



Job – a book from the time of the patriarchs
before very much revealed theology
Job struggles with the calamity and suffering that has
come suddenly on his life

He debates the situation at great length with his f riends
Job believes that what has happened to him is unjus t and 
he wants to debate it with God
but God is silent 

Finally, God reveals himselfFinally, God reveals himself
but he does not give Job any answers!
He simply asks Job a long series of questions….

Where were you when I laid the earths foundations?
Have you journeyed to the springs of the sea?
What is the way to the place where lightening is di spersed?
Can you bind the beautiful Pleiades, loose the cord s of Orion…..?
Do you know when the mountain goats give birth?
Do you give the horse his strength?......



God says to Job
Look at the world around you, every aspect of it

Look closely at all that I have made
Realise that I am sovereign over every part of it

Creation was formed at my command
It moves under my control

I and I alone am sovereign Lord

I can question you but you have no right to questio n my 
judgements

From the message of creation, Job finally understan ds the 
implications of the sovereignty of God

He repents in dust and ashes



The great Bible Commentator, Matthew 
Henry summarises The book of Job:

“Was ever the being of God, his glorious attributes and 
perfections, his unsearchable wisdom, his irresistible 
power, his inconceivable glory, his inflexible justice 
and his incontestable sovereignty ever presented with 
greater clarity, fullness, reverence and divine greater clarity, fullness, reverence and divine 
eloquence as in the book of Job?”

All this through the message of creation



Psalm 19
1-4  “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the 
work of his hands…..Day after day they pour forth speech; night after 
night they display knowledge…..Their voice goes out into all the 
earth…..”
7-11  “The law of the :Lord is perfect…..”

A Psalm in two parts:
God has revealed himself in two “books”:

Verses 1-6 describe the first book, the book of creation (specifically 
the sun, moon and night sky) which reveals God’s glory.
But, sadly, so much of this is now hidden from us.

Verses 7-11 describe the written book (whatever parts of the Old 
Testament that were available to the psalmist at the time that he 
wrote) which reveal Gods “law, statutes, precepts, commands and 
ordinances”



Romans 1:20
“Since the creation of the world, God’s invisible qu alities

– his eternal power and divine nature -
have been clearly seen

and understood from what he has made,
so that men are without excuse.”

This verse is massive – a similar message to the book of Job 
but in the context of a New Testament theological treatise.but in the context of a New Testament theological treatise.

God’s revelation of himself through the created order is 
sufficient for mankind to come to an adequate understanding of 
His eternal power and divine nature.  It declares His glory.

Is the environment important to God?  Yes, hugely so!
The first side of the triangle   - God and his creation!



Returning to the creation story

Genesis 1: 26-27  “Then God said  “Let us make man in our 
image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea 
and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, 
and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”  So 
God created man in his own image, in the image of God he 
created him, male and female he created them.

Three times we are told that we are made in the image of Godin the image of God
as a special act of creation.  We are supposed to take notice!

We are expected to take control (as we have done) and we are 
expected to “image God” as we have spectacularly not done!



Genesis continued
Genesis 1: 28  God blessed them and said to them 
“Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and fill the earth and 
subdue itsubdue it.  Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds 
of the air and over every living creature that moves 
over the ground.”

“Subdue” is generally taken to mean “act as God’s “Subdue” is generally taken to mean “act as God’s 
stewards over creation, looking after it as he would 
look after it.”  Should the meaning of subdue be 
revisited in the light of modern science?
Creation is “very good” but “incomplete” (Chris Wright) 
and mankind’s intended task was to “complete” the 
work of creation.  



The “First Great commission”?
I regard the instruction in Genesis 1: 28 to complete the work 
of creation as being God’s first great commission, the more 
well known “Great Commission” at the end of Jesus’ ministry 
in Matthew 28: 18-20 being the second. 

God’s purpose is repeated in slightly different terms in Genesis 
2: 15 where we are told “The Lord God took the man and put 
him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it”.him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it”.
This instruction is often expressed as “to serve and preserve”
creation.

This is the bottom line of “Wright’s triangle”, mankind acting in 
the image of God to serve and preserve all that he has made.
A solemn task.   



An intimate relationship
At this stage, we only have a hint regarding the 
nature of the relationship between God and Adam 
and Eve from Genesis 3: 8 when we read of God 
“walking in the garden (of Eden) in the cool of the 
day”.  We can deduce from the context that they 
enjoyed an intimate relationship with God.  They 
were intended to work closely with him in fulfilling 
their commission.
This is the left hand side of the original triangle 
which is now complete.which is now complete.

The involvement of mankind in the creative process is a vital aspect of God’s 
plan.  Without the human race, “creation” would lose much of its point.  The 
triangular relationship is vital to our understandi ng of this.
Did God intend mankind to reach the scientific leve ls that we have reached 
today?
Was (sanctified) advanced science intended to be pa rt of “subduing” the 
earth?
Is our understanding of what God made as complete a s the likes of Dawkins 
and Hawking would like us to think?



Creation will not be complete until the whole bibli cal saga 
from Genesis to revelation has run its course.
A crucial factor in the saga is “The Fall”

God’s intentions were thwarted when Adam and Eve committed 
“sin” by disobeying God’s clear instructions.  In this cosmic 
event, they were acting as representative of the human race.
We could spend a lot of time exploring the detail of this event
But we only have time to consider the consequences:

When God confronts Adam with his sin, this is what he says:When God confronts Adam with his sin, this is what he says:
Genesis 3: 17-19  “Because you listened to your wife and ate 
from the tree about which I commanded you “you must not eat 
of it”, cursed is the ground because of you;  through painful toil 
you will eat of it all the days of your life.  It will produce thorns 
and thistles for you and you will eat the plants of the field.  By 
the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to 
the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and 
to dust you will return.” 



What were the consequences of the fall
The usual answers are:
Adam and Eve died a spiritual death.
Their intimate relationship with God was 
broken and they were cast out of the 
Garden of Eden.

This had profound consequences for the 
human race, necessitating the redeeming human race, necessitating the redeeming 
work of Jesus to restore it.

But! This is not how God started his response to Adam!
He started by saying “Cursed is the ground because of youCursed is the ground because of you ” 
- an extraordinary opening statement – and he goes on to detail 
some of the consequences in terms of Adam’s relationship with 
his environment.
The truth is:  All three relationships are broken!All three relationships are broken!



“The Curse” is operative through mankind, 
not through God!

It would be inconsistent for God himself to damage that which 
declares his glory.

There is no perceived discontinuity in the great forces of nature 
at the time of the fall.  All the evidence indicates that 
earthquakes, tsunamis, volcanic eruptions, storms, floods etc 
that helped form the shape of the earth before the fall continued 
in similar fashion after the fall.
that helped form the shape of the earth before the fall continued 
in similar fashion after the fall.
Ultimately, the sinful actions of human beings will prove to have 
been a curse on God’s beautiful creation.
Genesis 3: 17-19 therefore includes an amazing prophesy 
which is particularly pertinent to what we are experiencing 
today!
As a consequence of the fall, creation requires redemption, not 
just human beings!



Noah – the first covenant

The story of Noah is far too important to be regarded as just a 
nice story for Sunday School children!
It starts to set the ground rules for the situation created by the 
fall and the expulsion of Adam and Eve from the Garden of 
Eden:
● The flood itself emphasises the seriousness with which God

views human sinfulness
● A righteous man and his family can be saved● A righteous man and his family can be saved
● The created order (biodiversity) is as important to God as

human beings (far more animals than humans were saved)
● The essence of the first great commission is repeated

(Genesis 9: 1-7)
● The first of the great Old Testament covenants is made

– with Noah and with every living creaturewith every living creature .



A responsive creation
It follows from this beginning that the created order is not just a 
passive spectator to the cosmic battle between the powers of 
God and the powers of evil, it is deeply involved in the struggle.

There are a number of places in the Bible that indicate that 
creation responds negatively to human sinfulness (God’s 
“barometer”).  One of the most graphic is:
Hosea 4: 1-3  Hear the word of the Lord, you Israelites, because the Lord 
has a charge to bring against you who live in the land;  there is no has a charge to bring against you who live in the land;  there is no 
faithfulness, no love, no acknowledgement of God in the land.  There is only 
cursing, lying and murder, stealing and adultery; they break all bounds, and 
bloodshed follows bloodshed.  Because of this the land mourns and all who 
live in it waste away; the beasts of the field and the birds of the air and the 
fish of the sea are dying.
Hosea sees a failing ecosystem. He doesn’t blame God, it is 
not just a matter of cause and effect, he blames a moral failure 
of the people around him.



A similar message comes when the Lord 
appears to Solomon at the dedication of the 

new Temple building in Jerusalem.

It is a period of drought, locusts and other plagues:
2 Chronicles 7:13-14  “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, 
then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”

This is not just about revival(!).  Physical problems with the This is not just about revival(!).  Physical problems with the 
environment may require spiritual remedies!

There is an important message here for Christians and for the 
rest of the world.  Recent years, and the last year or so in 
particular, have seen a significant rise in the size and frequency 
of natural disasters.  Creation may be sending us a message 
but are we listening to it?  



Creation and the environment in the New Testament

So far, we have been drawing mainly from the Old Testament.  
This is necessary because it is mainly the Old Testament that 
emphasises the importance of creation and the environment to 
God.  There are many other equally relevant passages of the 
Bible that we could have turned to in order to fill out the picture.
However, this does not mean that the situation is reversed in However, this does not mean that the situation is reversed in 
the New Testament, it is rather taken as read.

Nevertheless, the New Testament develops the message of the 
Old Testament in the light of the redeeming work of Jesus.

For example:



Creation is under divine management
in our time

Colossians 1: 15-20 
Jesus is….. The source of all creation (16)

….. The sustainer of all creation  (17)
[without him, everything falls apart]
and, through his death on the cross,

Jesus is….. The redeemer of all creation (20)Jesus is….. The redeemer of all creation (20)

Through all of the traumas, past, present and future
In creation, Jesus reign supreme (18)

Here is the Christian’s true hope for planet earth in is present 
distress.



Creation is scheduled for redemption
alongside the human race

Probably the best-known passage in the Bible:

John 3: 16-17  For God so loved the world (Cosmos) that he 
gave his one and only Son that whosoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life.
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world but to save the world though him.world but to save the world though him.

If you think that this passage is just about personal salvation, 
you and me, you are making the Gospel far to small, it is about 
saving the world.
God’s master plan is much bigger than just human beings, it is 
to redeem the whole of creation from the consequences of the 
fall.  



We will let the Apostle Paul, the master 
theologian, have the last word on this

Romans 8: 18-25
● Creation was subject to frustration by the will of God (20)

[the impact of The Fall]
● Creation will be liberated from its bondage to decay (21)
● In the meantime “the whole creation has been groaning,

as in the pains of childbirth, right up to the present time” (22)as in the pains of childbirth, right up to the present time” (22)
[not the pangs of death]

● We too are part of this scene, we also groan as we wait
eagerly for the redemption of our bodies (23)

● It is in this hope we are saved (24)

Creation and the human race are in this together – we groan in 
unison as we wait for redemption through Christ.



Wright’s triangle is to be repaired!
For “new” read “renewed”. The 
whole of creation is waiting to be 
redeemed and renewed.  This 
redemption is not a matter of 
scrapping what is there and 
starting again, it is rather a 
matter of liberating what has 
been enslaved.  It is the re-been enslaved.  It is the re-
making of creation, having dealt 
with the evil which is defeating  
and distorting it.
Creation is as yet incomplete.  It “declares God’s glory” but it is 
destined to be “filled with the Glory of God”, flooded with the 
very life of God.  The best of creation is yet to be enjoyed.



The final phase of the saga takes us to the 
last book of the Bible - Revelation

Here, we have similar problems to Genesis – Much of the book 
is a series of prophetic pictures and it is not always easy to 
unravel what is to be taken literally and what is figurative.

However, the parts that I am interested in can be interpreted in 
a way that is compatible with Jesus’ prophesies concerning 
the “last days” in, for example, Matthew 24.

The body of the book sees planet earth and its inhabitants The body of the book sees planet earth and its inhabitants 
enduring 3 series of woes, introduced by:

1. The Lamb of God opening the 7 seals of a scroll
2. Angels sounding 7 trumpets and
3. Angels pouring out God’s wrath upon the earth.  

These events are in the nature of natural disasters or 
environmental catastrophes and are usually taken to run in 
parallel, not in series.



Climax – 7 th trumpet
(11: 15)  Loud voices in heaven proclaim  “The Kingdom of the 
world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, 
and he will reign for ever and ever.” 
Revelation chapter 18 is one of the key chapters of the Bible. It, 
together with the chapters which follow, puts more flesh on the 
events following the sounding of the 7th trumpet.

The chapter opens with the proclamation  “Fallen! Fallen! Is 
Babylon the Great!  She has become a home for demons and a Babylon the Great!  She has become a home for demons and a 
haunt for every evil spirit…..For all the nations have drunk the 
maddening wine of her adulteries.  The kings of the earth 
committed adultery with her and the merchants of the earth 
grew rich from her excessive luxuries.” 

“Babylon” is figurative language for a corrupt global economy 
and power system.



As “Babylon” falls, society breaks down and we see:
The traders of the earth are in distress because no one buys 
their cargoes any more.
Merchants weep and mourn because, in one hour, their great 
wealth has been brought to ruin.
Sea captains weep and mourn as they see the collapse of the 
great city through whom they had all become rich.
Music will never be heard in Babylon again.
No workman of any trade will be found in her again.
Finally, the lights will go out.Finally, the lights will go out.

As this happens, the multitude of heaven look on and sing the 
Hallelujah chorus!
Then heaven opens and Jesus rides forth to inflict the final 
defeat on the powers of evil.

This is incredible powerful imagery.



At the end of the age, the Return of Jesus will be heralded by 
series of environmental disasters culminating in the collapse of 
the global economic system.  The end will be sudden and 
unexpected.

Does this sound unlikely or impossible in the light of our 
sophisticated society??  My Bible encourages me to take a 
realistic view of what I hear about in the global media.  Nothing 
is certain here and we are warned about listening to those who 
are too specific in prophesying when Jesus will return.  are too specific in prophesying when Jesus will return.  
However, we are also told to be prepared, be ready!

I find it fascinating that creation, the environment that God 
created, has a role to play in every phase of the biblical sage, 
right to the end.  
Is God an environmentalist?  He is the ultimate 
environmentalist who built an environment to last for eternity.



The last word comes towards the end of the 
book of Revelation

John, the author, has his final revelation (21: 1-5)  “Then I saw 
a new heaven and a new (renewed) earth, for the first heaven 
and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer 
any sea.  I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully 
dressed for her husband.  And I heard a loud voice from the 
throne saying “Now the dwelling of God is with men and he will throne saying “Now the dwelling of God is with men and he will 
live with them.  They will be his people and God himself will be 
with them and be their God.  He will wipe every tear from their 
eyes.  There will be no more death or mourning or crying or 
pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” He who was 
seated on the throne said “I am making everything new.”

Even “the curse” is removed (22:3) and the three relationships 
characterized by the triangle are finally made perfect.



Creation, the environment and modern 
science

Does modern science impinge on this big picture in any way?
In most areas of science, the progress that has been made in 
the last 20 or 30 years has been awesome.
We are now hearing notable scientists saying that we do not 
need God any more.  Can this big picture stand up to their 
attack?
I want to look very briefly at four areas of science that do 
impinge in one way or another on this picture and in each case 
I want to look very briefly at four areas of science that do 
impinge in one way or another on this picture and in each case 
draw your attention to one or more books, none more than 5 
years old, and written by Christians, that make these areas of 
science accessible to non-experts.
You have a number of possible responses:
● The Bible doesn’t do science so it is irrelevant
● I can’t accept that because it does not fit in with my a priori

assumptions
● Wow!  What a great God we have!  “How great Thou art!”



Geology and 
palaeontology (fossils)

Key references:  “Evolution - What the 
fossils say and why it matters”
By Donald Prothero  (2007)
Professor of Geology, Occidental College, 
Los Angeles

“Creation or Evolution – Do we have to 
choose” by Denis Alexander  (2008) Director 
of the Faraday Institute for Science and 
Religion, St Edmunds College, Cambridge



Geological layers and 
faunal succession

Grand Staircase, Grand 
Canyon country

Faunal succession, pre-dates Darwin and 
allowed the dating and correlation of rocks all 
over the world.  It grew into “biostratigraphy”, 
the tool used by oil and coal geologists to 
classify the rocks that they are drilling.classify the rocks that they are drilling.

In recent years hundreds of thousands of exploration holes have been 
drilled deep into the earth in the search for oil.  Taken together with 
“radiometric dating” of the relevant core layers, study of these cores by 
palaeontologists has revolutionised understanding of rock layers and the 
(small) fossils that they contain.
Oldest rock containing fossils ≈ 3.5 billion years
Oldest rocks found on earth ≈ 4.03 billion years
Oldest individual mineral grains ≈ 4.3 – 4.4 billion years
Rocks from moon and meteorites  ≈ 4.5 – 4.6 billion years
Age of earth (solar system) ≈ 4.567 billion years 



Fossils  - Tiktaalik
Intermediate between a fish 
(Eusthenopteron) and a 
tetrapod (Ichthyostega) about 
the size of a crocodile with 
scales like a fish but with limbs 
and an elbow joint.
A significant gap in the 
sequence was dated at sequence was dated at 
between 385 and 365 million 
years ago.
Researchers made repeated 
trips to an inhospitable spot just 
887 miles from the North Pole.     

Their persistence was rewarded by stunning findings, including 
Tiktaalik, published in 2006



Modern physics and 
cosmology

Key references:
“God’s Undertaker – Has science buried 

God?”  By John C Lennox  (2007)
Professor of Mathematics at the University of 

Oxford

“A fine-tuned universe – The Quest for God “A fine-tuned universe – The Quest for God 
in Science and Theology”  by Alister E 
McGrath  (2009)

Professor of Theology, Ministry and 
Education, King’s College, London.    

He holds doctorates from Oxford University 
in both the natural sciences and Christian 
theology



A Fine-Tuned Universe and
A Fine-Tuned planet

Modern physics and cosmology are revealing a vast and 
incredible Universe that is amazingly finely tuned in order to be 
fit to support life.
The “Standard Model” was put together in the 1970’s based on 
Einstein’s theory of General Relativity and Quantum Theory.
It relates mathematically every known form of matter from 
individual atoms to the farthest galaxies.
To date it has predicted the outcome of numerous experiments To date it has predicted the outcome of numerous experiments 
with surprising accuracy and resisted every effort to break it.
John Lennox believes that if scientists had read and believed 
the Bible, they would have discovered the Standard Model and 
the “Big Bang” much sooner!
When it was first proposed, influential scientists said that we 
cannot have this, it gives too much leverage to those who 
believe in a creator God!



The Standard Model
Incorporates a number of numerical constants which require 
incredible accuracy.  They were all set within a small fraction of 
a second of “the big bang”.  Some require accuracies of the 
order of one part in 1016 or one part in 1040  and even smaller 
(Lennox).  The probability of all these constants simultaneously 
having the values for a viable Universe is infinitesimally small.

Similarly, planet earth must be finely tuned within this Universe.Similarly, planet earth must be finely tuned within this Universe.
It must be just the right distance from the sun
Surface gravity is critical, as is the precise composition of the 
atmosphere
It must rotate at just the right speed  - and the list goes on
Astrophysicist Hugh Ross has listed many such parameters 
and calculates that the chance of just one such planet existing 
in the Universe is only about 1 in 1030.  Just a random planet in 
the vastness of the cosmos or a special creation??



A theory of everything??
The standard model is incomplete.  It does not include 
everything that scientists believe that it could and should.
(The large Hadron collider!)
The incredible precision is an embarrassment.  (Hence the 
multiverse theory – for which I gather there is no solid proof)
Nevertheless, some scientists (eg Stephen Hawking) believe 
that they are sufficiently close to a “theory of everything” that 
they have no need for God.they have no need for God.
In “A Fine-Tuned Universe”, Alister McGrath takes a contrary 
view.  He takes the discussion of fine tuning to a much deeper 
level including numerous aspect of physics, chemistry, biology 
etc.  The arguments are systematised into “Natural Theology”.  
Science is increasingly raising questions that transcend its 
capacity to answer.  Natural Theology will never “prove” the 
existence of God but it may demonstrate that He is the best 
possible answer.  



Microbiology – living cells, DNA, RNA etc
The key references here have already been quoted.
This is, of course, the big one.  Microbiology, particularly the 
study of DNA, has produced results that Darwin could not even 
have dreamed about.  The consequence is, that at least in 
scientific circles, you are not allowed to question evolution!

The DNA sequence of any species of flora or fauna contains 
many inactive strings.  Some of these represent an evolutionary 
history of the species concerned so that, at least in theory, it is 
many inactive strings.  Some of these represent an evolutionary 
history of the species concerned so that, at least in theory, it is 
possible to place the DNA records of species alongside each 
other and trace the mutations as they have evolved.
So, it is true (Dawkins boasts that he is proud to be descended 
from a monkey) that we share 98% of our DNA with the 
chimpanzees and that we share progressively less genome 
with primates that are less closely related to us.  It is also true 
that we share a significant part of our genome with a banana!  



However, the story is not that simple!  It is now clear that 
Darwin’s “Tree of Life” is a gross simplification of a much more
complex evolutionary process that is still not fully understood.

Furthermore, there seems to be little evidence of evolution 
among living cells themselves.  Two quotes:
“Molecular biology has shown us that the basic design of the 
cell system is essentially the same in all living systems on earth 
from bacteria to mammals.  In all organisms, the roles of DNA, from bacteria to mammals.  In all organisms, the roles of DNA, 
mRNA and protein are identical.  The meaning of the genetic 
code is also virtually identical in all cells.  In terms of their basic 
biometric design, therefore, no living system can be thought of 
as being primitive or ancestral with respect to any other system, 
nor is there any empirical hint of an evolutionary sequence 
among all of the incredibly diverse cells on earth.” 



”The break between the non-living and the living world 
represents the most dramatic and fundamental of all the 
discontinuities of nature.  Between a living cell and the most 
highly-ordered non-biological systems such as a crystal or a 
snowflake, there is a chasm as vast and absolute as it is 
possible to conceive.  Even the tiniest of bacterial cells, 
weighing less than a trillionth of a gram, is a veritable 
microminiaturized factory containing thousands of intricately 
designed pieces of intricate molecular machinery; made up 
altogether of some 100 thousand million atoms, far more altogether of some 100 thousand million atoms, far more 
complicated than any machine built by man and absolutely 
without parallel in the living world.”
Thus, biochemist Michael Behe states:  “There is no publication 
in scientific literature….that describes how molecular evolution 
of any real, complex biochemical system either did occur or 
might have occurred.”



The question that dare not be asked!
In “God’s Undertaker”, John Lennox dares to ask a very risky 
question:  “Can the evolutionary mechanism bear all the weight 
that is put on it?  In particular, is it true (as claimed for example 
by Dawkins) that natural selection accounts not merely for the 
form of life but for its existence?”
Or “Is the formation of the first living cell, together with the 
complex, ordered structure of all living cells, out of inanimate 
chaos, as a series of random events, too big an ask without the 
hand of an intelligent designer?hand of an intelligent designer?

We have, therefore two incredibly complex and beautiful 
sciences, modern physics and microbiology, that probe to the 
origins of our existence.  Atheists make huge claims based on 
them, yet, at least to my simple mind, it is Christians that should 
be proclaiming them, not atheists.
Surely, they “declare the glory of God”.



Climate Science
I would have preferred to entitle this section “Env ironmental Science” 
because what I am really concerned with is the glob al environment 
with climate change as a major component.  However,  as an academic 
subject, Environmental Science tends to conjure up pictures of 
cockroaches and bad meat.

There are many books that tackle this subject from the point of view of 
the biblical imperative to care for creation but no ne that I am aware 
that gives a global scientific perspective.

Hence my key reference:Hence my key reference:
“Global Warming – The Complete Briefing” 4 th

Edition”  by Sir John Houghton  (2009)
FRS, Former Professor of Atmospheric 
Physics at Oxford University, Former Chief 
Executive of the UK Meteorological Office, 
Former Chair of the Scientific Assessment 
Group of the IPCC etc! 



Why it is our economy (“growth”)(“growth”)
that is killing the planet

New Scientist
18 October 2008
Special Issue:
“The folly of growth”



Some  critical issues regarding global 
sustainability

Scientists have recently identified no less than seven key 
environmental indicators which have thresholds.  It is 
claimed that these interact with each other and if we cross 
the boundary of any one of them, the resulting abrupt and 
irreversible changes will be catastrophic for society:

► Human-induced climate change (“global warming”)
► Nitrogen and phosphorus cycles (intensive agriculture)► Nitrogen and phosphorus cycles (intensive agriculture)
► Rate of loss of species (loss of biodiversity)
► Ocean acidification
► Availability of fresh water
► Conversion of forests and natural ecosystems to cropland
► Stratospheric ozone depletion

The first three may already be beyond the safety zone.
Nature reports Climate Change
“Planetary Boundaries”
October 2009



Correlation between CO2 and average global 
temperature variations over several ice ages

• There is no scientific 
debate about these 
graphs, they are 
universally accepted.

• On the twin graphs, the 
difference between the 
highest and lowest 
points represents the 
difference between a difference between a 
nice day in Manchester 
and hundreds of feet of 
ice over your head! 

• Without CO2 and other 
greenhouse gases, 
there would be no life on 
earth, it would be far too 
cold.

• Historically, CO2 has  
remained in a relatively 
narrow band between 
about 180 and 260 ppm  

Graphs based on measurements of the gases Graphs based on measurements of the gases 
trapped in ice cores taken from the Greenland trapped in ice cores taken from the Greenland 
and Antarctic ice caps and Antarctic ice caps 



Some critical 
conclusions

Over a period of about 600,000 years, 
average global temperature and CO2
concentration have followed each other 
rather closely.  In fact, historically, 
temperature changes have led the way 
and CO2 has followed closely behind.  We 
are now in a situation where CO2 is 
leading and temperature lags behind.

• The CO2 concentration has not been above about 280 ppm for millions of years.  It is 
now about 380 ppm and rising extremely fast.  Graphs of this shape are not 
sustainable!

• The climate has oscillated fairly regularly between  warm periods and (longer) ice 
ages.  This is due to perturbations in the orbit of  the earth around the sun.  The 
climate of planet earth is far from stable!

• The warm period that mankind has enjoyed for the la st 10,000 years or so has been 
unusually stable (some warm periods have very sharp peaks).

• The average global temperature difference between the depths of an ice age 
(hundreds of feet of ice over Manchester) and a war m period (usually very short) is 
only 5 or 6 oC.  Climate is very sensitive to average global tempera ture .

• Politicians are calmly contemplating an average glo bal temperature rise of 2 to 3 oC 
above this stable level, i.e. the equivalent of abo ut one third to one half of an ice 
age.  They can have no certainty regarding what this will  bring about . 



Some of the main impacts of climate change
– More intense hydrological cycle – greater frequency and intensity        

of extreme events (storms, wind, floods etc)    
– More intense heat waves and droughts
– Growth of deserts, huge population movements  
– Rise in sea levels (2 causes)
– Sea becomes warmer and more acid with danger to the sea food 

chain
– Many animal and plant species will become extinct
– Spread of temperature-sensitive “pestilences” (e.g. malaria)– Spread of temperature-sensitive “pestilences” (e.g. malaria)

The big question is not 
“Will it happen?” it is 
“How soon and how 
intense?”

16 countries have already reached new 
climate extremes (e.g. heat, cold, flood) in 
2010.  The Times, 7 th Aug. 2010



Has mankind lost control??
The “First Great Commission” in Genesis was for mankind to 
take control of creation, acting in the image of God.

My submission is that, as prophesied in Genesis chapter 3, 
following “The Fall”, mankind has lost control.  Since the 
industrial revolution, Creation, our environment, has been 
caught in an ever-accelerating downward spiral.  This is clearly 
driven by human greed.  I see no sign of it slowing.driven by human greed.  I see no sign of it slowing.

Led by human-induced climate change, this has the capacity to 
bring to an end the civilisation that we enjoy by the end of this 
Century.  We (probably) still have time to reverse this if we act 
quickly and radically.  But will we?? 

My Bible says that it is God, the ultimate environm entalist, 
who will, at his right time, take the radical actio n.



The end

Is this last slide prophetic?


