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The BIOLOGOS FOundaTIOn

We devote the main article in this issue of PréCiS 
to an overview of the BioLogos Foundation (www.
BioLogos.org)

Our contributor, Syman Stevens, was formerly 
Executive Director for BioLogos and is currently 
working towards a Doctorate in Philosophy at 
Oxford University.

In the summer of 2007, I had the pleasure of 
meeting Dr Francis Collins at a coffee shop near 
his home in Bethesda, Maryland.  At the time, 
Dr Collins was directing the National Human 
Genome Research Institute (NHGRI) –– a role 
he held for 15 years, and during which he and his 
team successfully mapped the human genome 
for the first time.

Somehow, despite the demanding schedule of 
the NHGRI, Dr Collins had found the time to 
write a book about the escalating culture-war 
between science and faith, and in particular 
between biological evolution and Christianity.  In 
his book The Language of God, Dr Collins takes 
a refreshingly even-tempered and insightful look 
at the more popular perspectives on the issue, 
including Young Earth Creationism, Intelligent 
Design, and New Atheism.  But in their place, 
Dr Collins offers an evolutionary perspective of 
creation, which he calls “BioLogos.”  From the 
BioLogos perspective, neither modern science 
nor Christian doctrine are forced to give way to 
the other, and scientific discoveries can be seen 
as opportunities for worship, rather than threats 
to one’s faith.  The combination of this call for 
peace with Dr Collins’ own personal testimony 
as a former atheist makes the book both unique 
and timely.  By the time of our meeting, The 
Language of God had already sold over 10,000 

copies, and would go on to spend 16 weeks on 
the New York Times’ best-seller list.  

After our introductions, Dr Collins told me 
about the number of letters and e-mails he had 
begun to receive from his readers.  Hundreds 
had written to him, asking for answers to specific 
questions about science and faith.  I was surprised 
to hear that despite his heavy workload, Dr 
Collins had been taking the time to respond to 
many of these notes personally.  But needless to 
say, the task had become overwhelming.  Not 
wanting to miss the opportunity to respond 
to so many genuine questions, Dr Collins was 
interested in creating a website where he could 
post responses to his most frequently asked 
questions.  And so over coffee, we shared ideas 
about how and when this might be done. 

Over the next year, I and two other fellows of 
the Trinity Forum Academy helped Dr Collins 
compile a few dozen of his most frequently 

Christians in Science & The Faraday Institute 
in association with 

Pentecost Festival
present

God and the Multiverse: 
a response to stephen hawking

speaker: revd Dr rodney holder

Book online at www.faraday-institute.org
or call 01223 741281

tickets will also be available on the door

thursday 9th June, 7:00pm
London institute for Contemporary Christianity

Vere street, London, W1G 0DQ
tickets £6 / £4 students and OaPs

Image: NASA, ESA and A. Nota (STScI/ESA)
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workshops in the US.  The first of these has been an 
annual gathering of leading pastors, theologians, and 
scientists, the purpose of which is to build relationships 
and explore strategies to help Christians become 
comfortable with contemporary scientific theories 
about the origins of life.  While the event is not open to 
the public, the White Papers and statements produced 
during the gatherings are available online.  BioLogos 
has also begun offering summer courses for a unique 
opportunity to explore questions at the intersection of 
science & faith.  For those unable to attend, it’s even 
possible to create your own BioLogos book club, and 
schedule a time to speak via video-conference with 
BioLogos leaders.  

But perhaps the largest project outside of the website 
itself is an initiative to create a new curriculum for 
Christian home-educators.  The goal of the curriculum 
project will be to develop, test, and disseminate 
an array of resources that will complement the 
standard biology textbooks used by many Christian 
high schools in the US. The materials will present a 
Christian world-view narrative on each topic covered 
in the standard curriculum, and will present strategies 
for integrating scientific understanding with faith.

asked questions, and drafted responses to each.  
Those responses were then sent out for revision by 
scholars in the area of science and faith, such as Denis 
Alexander, Alister McGrath, Ernest Lucas, Jeffrey 
Schloss, Owen Gingerich, and two future colleagues 
Karl Giberson and Darrel Falk.  But what started as a 
list of FAQs quickly turned into much more.  Dr Collins 
took the time to establish The BioLogos Foundation 
as a non-profit organisation, which soon grew into 
a diversely talented team with the financial support 
of the John Templeton Foundation.  By the time the 
website was launched in April of 2009, plans had 
already been laid for a number of additional projects 
outside of www.BioLogos.org.  

Today, the BioLogos Foundation has established itself 
as a leading voice for the harmony of modern science 
and Christian faith, with a particular focus on creation 
and evolution.  The Foundation’s main activities are still 
centred around the website, but the resources have 
grown far beyond a single list of FAQs.  The BioLogos 
blog Science and the Sacred has become the most 
popular online resource, offering new articles on a 
daily basis from the BioLogos team and other scholars.  
Occasionally these entries feature original video 
interviews with key figures in science and faith, which 
are also available in a growing collection online.  As 
readership has increased, BioLogos is responding to 
the requests for resources from teachers and pastors 
by providing individual pages dedicated to each.  And 
finally, to make some of the web-based material 
available to a wider audience, BioLogos has recently 
released its first book, The Language of Science and 
Faith, which is based largely on the original collection 
of FAQs and is now available to buy in the UK.

Aside from web-based resources, BioLogos has 
also begun hosting a number of conferences and 

Science and Religion in Dialogue in 2011

17 - 23 July 2011, St Edmund’s College, Cambridge

In this one week course internationally renowned 
speakers will address a wide range of topics at the 
science - religion interface with many opportunities for 
dialogue and discussion.

Speakers and topics include:
Revd Dave Bookless, Caring for Creation; Prof. 
Peter Clarke, The Brain as a Neuronal Machine; Revd 
Dr Alasdair Coles, Brain Imaging and Religious 
Experience; Prof. Keith Fox, Creation and Evolution, 
Prof. Nidhal Guessom, Islam & Modern Science; 
Prof. Ian Hutchinson, A Physicist refutes Scientism; 
Dr David Lahti, Is Human Behaviour Genetic? and Has 
Religion Evolved?; Revd Dr Ernest Lucas, The Creation 
Narratives in Genesis; Prof. Michael Murray, Animal 
Suffering; Prof. Tim O’Connor, Philosophical Aspects 
of Free Will; Prof. Ted Peters, Astro-Ethics and Can we 
Enhance the Imago Dei?

For more information, please visit:
www.faraday-institute.org

The Faraday Institute
for Science and Religion

Summer Course 2011

announcing The CiS London Conference 2011:

The BIBLe and MOdeRn SCIenCe

Saturday 12th November 2011

Speakers: dominic Smart, Lydia Jaegar, 
ernest Lucas, Bob White, Rodney holder

E-mail secretary@cis.org.uk for more details



3

InTeRvIeW WITh Revd TOM MOFFaT

This issue’s interview is with Tom Moffat, the 
outgoing CiS membership secretary.  We are 
hugely grateful to Tom for his dedication and 
hard work over the last five years.

Tell us what you’ve been doing until now.
I read Science (Chemistry & Mathematics) at 
Edinburgh, before moving on to the ‘Queen of 
Sciences’ (aka Theology) at New College, also in 
Edinburgh. The first 20 years of my working life were 
spent in education, first as an RE teacher at a school in 
Co. Durham; then lecturing in Sunderland College of 
Education, and finally lecturing on Islam and the Old 
Testament at Sunderland Polytechnic.  I have spent 
the last 20 years as Parish Minister in the Church of 
Scotland - in Ardnamurchan for 12 years and then 
in Culross in Fife. I am now retired and enjoying the 
delights and challenges of the City of Glasgow.  

how did you become the CiS Membership 
Secretary and what has the role entailed?
The post was advertised in 2006, I was a CiS member 
then, and I thought to myself ‘I could do that; it would 
be my way of helping’.    I came to a committee 
meeting, had a very congenial interview, and that 
was it.   I was very new to the whole idea of being a 
Membership Secretary, but was wonderfully helped by 
the previous Membership Secretary and committee 
members (you know who you are!). I expect most 
members will by now have received a letter from me 
about renewal of their membership (and if not, it’s 
on its way!).  That’s what I do: liaise with members, 
process information and keep lists up to date.  It’s 
good also to see a significant increase in membership 
over the past years – very encouraging.

Who have been the most important role 
models in your life?
In the early days, my Mum and Dad, for their 
encouragement to know more about the wonder of 
the world.   I still have a little book given to me by 
them on my 15th birthday, called ‘The Starry Heavens’.  
I am forever grateful to them also that my growing-
up years were centred within the family of our local 
church.  

Many CiS members make generous donations over and 
above their membership subscriptions, for which we are 
very grateful.  Subscriptions cover our basic costs (journal, 
newsletter, conference organisation and other admin, 
running our web site etc), with only a minor proportion 
left over for development, extension and outreach - 
impacting churches, the student community, the scientific 
community and the media.  Donations enable these 
development activities to move forward.

Our resources for making progress have been enormously 
strengthened by our grant from the John Templeton 
Foundation.   We are looking to expand our work by:

• Creating new resources for churches 
• Running more outreach events 
• Increasing our impact in the secular community
• Linking further with students 
• Increasing the number of CiS local groups 

However, with this grant comes a challenge.  For its 
duration (until April 2013) the Templeton Foundation will 
match the funds we raise ourselves, doubling the value of 
each gift made to CiS. Beyond that, regular donations will 
remain an essential source of income for CiS as we seek to 
continue and expand our work in years to come.  

The home page of the CiS web site (www.cis.org.uk) 
contains a link to details for making donations and for 
downloading a Gift Aid declaration form.  Please contact 
the treasurer (treasurer@cis.org.uk) for more information.

Giving to CiS

BioLogos President Darrel Falk oversees these many 
projects with the help of a rapidly growing team, based 
mainly in San Diego, California.  Recent additions to 
the BioLogos staff include a number of Senior Fellows 
who contribute to BioLogos materials in their areas of 
specialisation.  At the centre of their work is Dr Collins’ 
original vision to provide resources for those struggling 
with questions about the compatibility of Christianity 
and modern science.  For a further introduction to 
the BioLogos mission, Dr Falk has recently written a 
piece about Dr Collins’ vision, which can be read on 
Science and the Sacred.*

Syman Stevens

* Available at: http://biologos.org/blog/the-vision-lives-on/.  Please 
note that all of Dr Collins’s contributions to the BioLogos Foundation 
(written or otherwise) were performed before his being sworn into 
office as the Director of the National Institutes of Health on August 
16, 2009.
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At school, my Chemistry teacher, Tom Speirs, who 
communicated the excitement of science.  And my 
Minister, George MacAlister, who gave this rebellious 
teenager (‘it’s all these old fogies that are keeping the 
church in the dark ages’ etc etc…) that most precious 
of gifts – time.  He listened.  
I’ve never forgotten him.

What challenges have 
you come across as a 
Christian and a scientist?
As a theoretical, rather than 
practicing, scientist, my 
challenges have not been as 
direct as they have been for 
many other CiS members.   
However, I am still involved 
in the teaching life of the 
church as a Locum minister 
and take every opportunity 
to squash the idea that you 
cannot hold both to faith 
and to science.  It has always 
been my mantra (perhaps a 
little naïve?) that where there 
is a clash between science 
and faith, it is because of 
either poor science or poor 
faith.  So often in our arguments about our science or 
our faith, we overlook the limitations of our human 
condition and try to present absolutes where none 
can legitimately be held.   I am particularly distressed 
at the way in which certain sections of the world-wide 
church harm our global witness by engaging in ‘either-
or’ conflict (e.g. ‘either you disbelieve the theory of 
evolution or you can’t be a ‘proper’ Christian etc.).  
This is a distraction from our real work as light-bearers.

However, we can learn from every situation:  I 
had the opportunity recently of hearing Professor 
Michael Behe speak in Glasgow about his ‘irreducible 
complexity’ notion.   I read his book (‘Darwin’s Black 
Box’) in preparation for his visit, and while I personally 
found it to be not much more than the ‘God of the 
gaps’ idea revisited, it did make me realise how little I 
knew about the fundamentals of biochemistry.  I now 
have my very own copy of ‘Biochemistry for Dummies’!  
There is hope!

how has your faith helped you as a scientist 
or vice versa?
I have been greatly attracted to the Celtic side of our 
Christian faith which sees the interpretation of heaven 
and earth as the normal pattern of daily living. Never 

more exquisitely summed up 
than by the opening lines of 
Gerard Manley Hopkins ’s 
poem: 

‘The world is charged with the 
grandeur of God.  
It will flame out, like shining 
from shook foil’.  

What science-faith book 
have you most enjoyed/
found most helpful?
Most recently, I have re-read 
Anthony Flew’s own story of 
his journey from atheism to 
faith in There is a God: How the 
World’s Most Notorious Atheist 
Changed His Mind.  I find his 
arguments compelling, as also 
are those of David Robertson 
in ‘The Dawkins Letters’.

neW MeMBeRShIP SeCReTaRy 
RequIRed

With Tom stepping down, CiS is looking for a new 
membership secretary.  

Are you coming up to retirement or a career 
break and would like a worthwhile project to take 
on? Time required is flexible and variable but on 
average is probably a few hours per week. For 
organisational reasons it is necessary for applicants 
to be resident in the UK. 

Tom would be pleased to fill you in with what is 
involved in the role – contact him at subscriptions@
cis.org.uk for more information.  

If you are interested in being considered for taking 
on this role, please contact the CiS secretary, 
secretary@cis.org.uk.

This was taken during a trip to Padua in Italy. I 
made my way to this house, number 19, on the 
street that is now named Via Galileo Galilei.  The 
pilgrimage was complete with a visit to Galileo’s 
tomb in the Basilica of Santa Croce, in Florence. 
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Year’ for his innovative lecturing technique. The talk 
starts at 7.30 pm and there will be plenty of time for 
discussion and questions. The venue is Building 32 
(EEE) of Southampton University. See our web page 
for further details.

We need help. Some of our committee have moved 
on to pastures new and we would welcome help in 
planning and running our series of talks and events. 
We aim to have two or three talks per year by 
nationally recognised experts, interspersed with some 
local speakers or debates. We are always looking for 
ideas. See our web page for a link to recordings of 
past talks to see the sorts of subjects we have covered. 
Please e-mail Robert.Heather@gmail.com if you are 
interested in joining us.

duRhaM
CiS Durham ran a very successful Test of Faith 
conference at St. John’s College on February 19th. 
This conference gave a broad introduction to the 
relationship between science and faith using the 
excellent ‘Test of Faith’ material. 

Contact Alan Roberts (a.w.roberts@durham.ac.uk) 
for information about future events.

edInBuRGh
The Edinburgh group hosted the CiS Northern 
Conference ‘All God’s Creatures’ on the 19th March.  An 
excellent conference providing delegates with much to 
think about, a full report will be included in PréCiS 56.  

Many thanks to Gavin and Sophie for organising such an 
interesting and thought provoking day.

Please contact  Gavin Merrifield (g.d.merrifield@sms.
ed.ac.uk) for details about CiS events in Edinburgh.

GLaSGOW
If you would like details of CiS Glasgow please contact 
Dr Lawrence Osborne (lawrence@lhosborn.co.uk)

haRROW
For details of future events please contact Rev. Lyndon 
North (revlnorth@aol.com, 07747 638783)

IPSWICh
For information about future events in Ipswich please 
contact Dr John Ling (jjling@btopenworld.com).

LOCaL GROuP neWS

If you live somewhere that does not have a local 
group but you wish it did, please get in touch with the 
Development Officer, Becky Lowton (becky@cis.org.
uk) about starting up a group in your area.   There is 
currently strong interest in forming local groups in the 
following centres around the UK:

Peterborough area: please contact Les Batty 
(les.batty@mac.com)
Sheffield area: please contact Richard Clayton 
(r.h.clayton@sheffield.ac.uk) or 
Nik Walch (njwalch@gmail.com)
Leeds area: please contact John Lockwood 
(jglockwood1@me.com)
Inverness / highlands of Scotland area:  please 
contact Dr Alan Fraser (alantambo@uwclub.net)
Surrey area: please contact Joy Perkins 
(joyeperkins@googlemail.com)

a handbook for CiS local group leaders has been 
created with the aim of providing advice and support 
for anyone involved in the leadership of a Christians in 
Science local group.  Contact Becky Lowton (becky@
cis.org.uk) if you would like a copy or to make 
suggestions for future editions. 

LOCaL GROuPS

BRISTOL
The Revd Dr. Rodney Holder (Course Director, 
Faraday Institute for Science and Religion, Cambridge)
will speak on the subject of God and the Multiverse: A 
Response to Stephen Hawking on Friday 6th May 2011, 
8pm in the Randall Room, All Saints Church, Pembroke 
Road, Clifton, Bristol BS8 2HY. Refreshments are 
provided and entrance is free.
 

CaMBRIdGe
Details of future events are available at 
www.st-edmunds.cam.ac.uk/faraday/Lectures.php.

CenTRaL SOuTh
On Thursday 12th  May, Dr. Mike Clifford from 
Nottingham University will speak on ‘How to Get Down 
from a Yak: Engineering Solutions for a Suffering World’. 
This is a rearranged talk from last year. Mike works 
in the field of appropriate technologies for emerging 
nations and was voted ‘Engineering Lecturer of the 



6

IReLand
For details of future science / faith events in Ireland 
please see www.cis.org.uk/ireland or contact Dr. Scott 
Peddie (02894 487669, s.peddie@pattersonpeddie.
com).

LIveRPOOL
A new group has been set up in Liverpool, meeting 
at the Liverpool Anglican Chaplaincy, Mulberry Court, 
Mulberry Street, Liverpool, L7 7EZ.  The next meeting 
will take place at 5.30 on the 4th May during which we 
will continue with the Test of Faith course.

Contact Neville Cobbe (neville.cobbe@liverp ool.
ac.uk) for more information.

ManCheSTeR
The next meeting of CiS Manchester will take place at 
6.00 pm on May 11th at Café Muse in the University 
Museum on Oxford Rd, M13 9PL.  The subject up for 
discussion will be “Is God an Environmentalist” and our 
speaker for the evening will be Prof. J Michael Davies.  

Please contact Becky Lowton (rebecca.lowton@
googlemail.com) for further details or to be added on 
to the mailing list. 

nORWICh
Please contact info@cis.norwich.org.uk for details 
about upcoming events in the Norwich area.

nOTTInGhaM
CiS Nottingham meets regularly for discussion of 
science / faith issues.  Please contact Geoff Bagley 
(geoffbagley@me.com) for further information. 

OxFORd
The Oxford local group meets once or twice a term 
at St Andrew’s Church, Linton Rd North, Oxford.  

For more information or to be added to the mailing 
list please email diana.briggs@wolfson.oxon.org.

SOuTh WeST
Plans are being made for an evening public lecture 
at the University of Plymouth on Friday 15th April to 
be given by Revd. Dr. Rodney Holder, with the title 
‘Modern Cosmology, Stephen Hawking and God’.

At the beginning of March, the ‘Test of Faith’ resources 
were used in sessions exploring the relationship 

between science and faith at a local private school. 
These sessions were run by David Huntley and Mike 
Kent and had nearly 200 sixth-formers involved.  
Some lively conversations developed and we hope to 
lead further sessions in this and other schools in the 
future.

A number of events at the at the University of Plymouth 
have been run by group members including Richard 
Laugharne (a consultant psychiatrist), Katherine van 
Staten (a postgraduate student) and John Spicer 
(Professor of marine biology). John Spicer has also 
led a discussion for the Diocese of Plymouth as a 
contribution to their Theology across the Table series.

For details of these and other events, please contact 
Prof. David Huntley (dhuntley@plymouth.ac.uk). 

Christians in Science Ltd., incorporated in England and Wales. Registered address 4 Sackville Close, Sevenoaks, TN133QD. Company No. 05959444. Registered Charity No. 1121422

SuBMISSIOnS FOR The nexT PReCIS

We would love to receive your contributions for the 
next issue of PreCiS - news of local group activities, 
events, new books and other local activities should 
be submitted to Becky Lowton at becky@cis.org.
uk by the 18th May.

 PenTeCOST FeSTIvaL 2011 
LOndOn 

God and the Brain: What neuroscience Can 
Teach us about People and God
Revd Dr Alasdair Coles 
A Test of FAITH event
Wednesday 8th June, 7.30pm. Tickets £5

God and the Multiverse: a Response to 
Stephen hawking
Revd Dr Rodney Holder. 
A CiS / Faraday Institute event
Thursday 9th June, 7.00pm. Tickets £6 (£4 conc)

Both events will be held at the London Institute for 
Contemporary Christianity, Vere St, W1G 0DQ

See www.faraday-institute.org for 
tickets 

See www.pentecostfestival.co.uk 
for more information about the festival.


