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CHRISTIANS IN SCIENCE

During the last week of May the CiS development
officer, Perry Enever and I were sponsored by CiS to
attend the 2009 European Leadership Forum in Eiger,
Hungary. The forum is advertised as an opportunity
for Evangelical leaders from across Europe to receive
encouragement and teaching from “God’s global
resources”. In the last issue of PreCiS I reported on
how CiS has been supporting this initiative over the
last couple years by providing speakers on general
topics related to the interface between science and
Christianity. This year, thanks to funding from both
CiS and the Faraday Institute, I gave two lectures
entitled Evolving the machines of life: Proteins and
Darwinism, Evolution and Christianity: a biological
scientist and a Christian? There was also an informal
lunchtime debate, books by CiS authors on the
bookstall, and many interesting discussions around
Perry’s CiS display stand throughout the week.

As mentioned previously, last year’s topic of
Neuroscience had been slightly marred by underlying
differences regarding origins and evolution. This year
the first two days were completely devoted to
examining Intelligent Design (ID) theories, and asking
whether such theories represented a good Christian
apologetic. As previously the majority of speakers and
delegates strongly supported ID, with Professor Ralph
Seelke presenting evidence from his lab showing the
inability of E. coli to recover the function of a protein
that had undergone two point mutations at key
residues (over the course of 8000 generations), and
Professor Tom Woodward discussing the emerging
field of epigenetics and how he saw this as
incompatible with evolutionary theory. My first lecture,
on the mechanism of protein evolution, suggested a
somewhat different view and was sandwiched in
between. Unlike previous years the laudable aim of
the first day was to address scientific evidence and
not engage with the philosophy or theology of the
issue. However, perhaps unsurprisingly, there was
little disagreement regarding the scientific aspects of
all three talks – everyone was happy to agree that
biochemical systems are incredibly complex, that
there are known mechanisms for generating variation,
and even that deleting two important residues from a
functioning enzyme was difficult for evolutionary
mechanisms to repair. Rather it was the conclusions
drawn from the evidence that seemed to cause
conflict, making it clear that despite trying to talk about
just science, issues of philosophy and theology were
absolutely central to all that was being said.
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The first day of lectures raised many interesting
questions and the request from the 50 or so
delegates on the science track for an informal
lunchtime debate between the speakers. It also
created a great deal of interest in both CiS and the
twenty copies of Denis Alexander’s book Creation or
Evolution – Do We Have To Choose? which we had
contributed to the bookstall. The informal debate was
held on the following day and featured some fairly
robust, but mainly good humoured, discussion. Again
it was clear that theology and philosophy were the
main issues rather than the science itself. John
Lennox attended and argued robustly that the
“possibility of detecting design in biology” must not be
rejected a priori because Christians should always be
open to detecting God’s presence in the world.
Although I agreed that Christians do need to remain
mindful of God in all that we do, I argued that looking
for God within the mechanisms of biochemistry
sounded too much like “God of the gaps” for my own
comfort.
[Continued page 2]

CiS London Conference 2009
Applying science in a suffering world
31st October 2009

St. Paul’s, Robert Adam Street

Speakers include:
Prof John Wood A biblical overview of technology
Dr. Mike Clifford Sustainable technology
Prof. John Wibberley Agriculture
Prof. Chris Lavy Medicine
Dr. Elaine Storkey Closing Address

Despite the obvious disagreements between the speakers it
was encouraging that this year’s dialogue was conducted in
a generally friendly manner. There was plenty of
opportunity to continue discussions outside of the sessions,
something that was particularly helpful for those who did not
have English as their first language.
As my second lecture was the final talk of the week I was
able to incorporate many of the questions I had
encountered into my presentation. By focusing primarily on
philosophy and apologetics I tried to argue that neither
young earth creationism nor ID were constructive theories
from an apologetics standpoint. Although I was a long way
from convincing many in the audience, I was heartened that
people did seem willing to deal intellectually with the issues
being raised whilst also acknowledging that it was possible
to be both a Christian and an orthodox scientist. Even more
encouragingly CiS was invited to contribute again next year,
so if anyone is interested in visiting Hungary in May 2010
do get in touch!

Calligraphy was one of the many discoveries I made in the
church I was adopted by as a teenager. It’s an art form that
for me combines the beauty of the sound, appearance and
meaning of words. One of the ladies in the fellowship had
trained professionally and adorned her house with pieces
that demonstrate how scripture can be expressed to
communicate afresh in our modern culture. A while ago I
spent an extended period making calligraphy as part of the
worship at our fellowship meetings, which was great as
others were encouraged by it too.

Simon Kolstoe is a senior post-doctoral research
associate at the Royal Free and UCL medical school,
and a committee member of Christians in Science.

INTERVIEW WITH STEPHEN
THOMPSON

3. Who have been the most important role models in your
life?

My parents taught me to read as a vital part of life. My RE
teachers helped me appreciate that good questions can tell
us more than someone’s proposed answers. As a
schoolboy I found Shakespeare and Steinbeck to be hugely
thought-provoking and my English teacher was a great
1. Tell us what you've been doing until now.
encouragement in that process. Apparently he was on the
verge of tears when my parents confirmed that I would not
Teaching is such a fantastic job, and it has been a joy to
be taking English ‘A’ level, although as I had just filled an
serve at St Simon Stock Catholic school since 1990, now
exercise book with only two homework tasks, that could
as ‘Leader of Gifted and Talented’. I was able to encourage
have been from relief as much as disappointment.
some students to write for the Faraday Schools website
“Everyone has one book inside them,” I remember him
launched last year, and the rich variety of responses
saying. Several Chemistry teachers have been
reflects their backgrounds and developing freedom to think
inspirational, although one left me alone to blow up one of
for themselves. As my local church has grown
my classmates. It is a delight to be following in the footsteps
spectacularly over the last few years, I have been released
of so many committed teachers. What has changed me the
from many responsibilities and have been able to take
most has been the leadership mentoring that I have
much more time renewing relationships with different
received from Michael Puffett at Jubilee Church in
Christians involved in science and origins. I assist in
Maidstone. Michael has integrated much practical
running the Kent Prayer Partnership, which has been
experience in relationships and building active church
instrumental in building practical unity between intercessors
community, drawing on the writing of John Maxwell,
across the county. I have just taken the online Science and
amongst others. I am discovering how to combine vision
Theology MA module with Dr David Wilkinson which has
with practical action as we pursue the Kingdom of God.
helped to bring me up to date with current thinking and
given valuable insights into the present perspectives
4. What challenges have you come across as a Christian
different Christians hold. It’s been brilliant!
and a scientist?
Stephen Thompson works as a biology teacher in
Maidstone, Kent. He is married to Shon and they have
three children from 8 to 12 years of age.

2. What do you do for fun?

My students challenge me- either by goading or
encouraging me.
“How can you be a Christian and a scientist, Sir?” “Just
watch me!” What else is there to say?

I started a one-man taxi firm for my children so they could
go to dancing and cricket clubs, but I don’t make any
money from it. I take an eclectic interest in a whole range
of things- calligraphy, Chopin, miniature matchstick
architecture and second-hand book shops. Sometimes I
even read the books!

[Continued page 3]

2

archaeologists undermined traditional Christian belief in the
historical reliability of the gospels and in Jesus'
resurrection?

5. How has your faith helped you as a scientist or vice
versa?
Finding the biological world to be rational and yet begging
for explanation of its origin has made me who I am in large
measure. There are many facets to the dialogue between
different Christian groups concerning origins and I find
much value in many of them. Simon Conway Morris’s
insights into evolutionary history, from Cambrian
palaeontology and convergences, show me that there is as
much to learn from developing science as there is from
thinking about theology.

Creation in Crisis: Christian Perspectives on
Sustainability
Edited by Robert S. White ISBN No:978-0-28106-190-7
RRP is £12.99, but available from the Faraday web site for
£6.99 plus p&p (see www.faraday-institute.org)

6. What science-faith book have you most enjoyed/found
most helpful?

This new book considers the seriousness of environmental
degradation and climate change, the root causes and
necessary solutions, and the contribution of Christian
thinking to these issues. Scientific and theological points of
view are
presented by a
slate of
distinguished
international
experts. They
look at why we
continue in
activities that are
manifestly
harmful to
ourselves and to
others. Whilst
part of the
answer is
undoubtedly
ignorance about
what we are
actually doing,
part is also that
we do not want
to face up to the
fact that the
material comforts we enjoy are bought at a cost to other
people and to the natural world.

Alistair McGrath’s Christianity’s Dangerous Idea on the
history of the Protestant Church has been key in my
developing perspectives on the state we are in. Diversity of
biblical interpretation and subsequent schisms stem from
this history, and yet McGrath also shows how the
Protestant model is adaptive and adaptable. It helps me to
see how we must work hard to resist the temptation to set
ourselves up as authorities, or to be squeezed into the
world’s mould. Partnerships in developing better
hermeneutics could lead to a more fruitful relationship
between Christianity and Science than the ones I
encountered as a new convert 25 years ago.

BOOKS AND RESOURCES
Think God, Think
Science:
Conversations on,
Life, the Universe
and Faith by Michael
Pfundner & Ernest
Lucas, Paternoster,
2008, £8.99. ISBN
978-1-84227-609-9

Contributors: Richard Bauckham, Richard Carter, Flavio
Comim, Ellen F. Davis, Calvin B. DeWitt, John Guillebaud,
Donald A. Hay, Sir Brian Heap, Sir John Houghton, James J.
McCarthy, Hilary Marlow, Douglas J. Moo, Jonathan Moo,
Pete Moore, Michael Northcott, C. René Padilla, Robert S.
White, and George Wilkes.

A lively and accessible
conversation on science
and Christian faith
(cosmology, evolution,
and historical study of the
gospels).

‘In these pages Robert White has assembled a remarkable
cast . . . you could hardly get a finer line-up! Their gift to the
reader is that they are able to write so that those of us who
are not experts might understand.’ James Jones, Bishop of
Liverpool

Michael Pfundner talks to
biblical scholar and
biochemist, Ernest Lucas on three broad areas:
The Sky: as our scientific understanding of the
universe its vastness, its age, and its origins has increased,
have the stars stopped declaring the glory
of God?,
The Cell: what place is there for a good creator amidst the
random genetic mutations and brutal processes of neoDarwinian evolution? How can mere naked apes think of
themselves as being made in the image of God? Did
Genesis get it wrong?
The Faith: has the recent work of historians and

Online Membership Renewal
The online system for CiS members is now up and
running. Go to www.cis.org.uk/membership/ for more
information.
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launched in the Autumn. Finally, a resource for Sunday
school and primary school teachers will be developed for
2010, to be published
by Authentic.
You can order the Test
of FAITH DVD, course
and book from the
Faraday Institute online
shop (www.stedmunds.cam.ac.uk/far
aday/Shop.php) for a
discount price of £30
for the pack, or less for
individual items.

Real Scientists, Real Faith:
17 Leading Scientists Reveal the Harmony
Between Their Science and Their Faith
Edited by R.J. Berry
ISBN: 97818542488 Monarch 288pp
Price £8.99
CiS Price £6.50 UK post free
Here 17 scientists, all esteemed by their peers, tackle two
questions: What difference their faith makes to their
scientific practice; and What difference their science makes
to their understanding of their faith.
Contributors include:
Francis Collins, Director,
Human Genome Project
Joan Centrella, Chief of the
Gravitational Astrophysics
Laboratory, NASA
Bob White, Professor of
Geophysics, University of
Cambridge
Alister McGrath, Professor of
Theology, King's College
London, and molecular
biologist
Wilson Poon, Professor of
Physics, University of
Edinburgh

Ruth Bancewicz
Dr. Ruth Bancewicz is Research Associate at the
Faraday Institute for Science and Religion and is the
former development officer for Christians in Science

Creation or Evolution Do We Have to
Choose? By Denis Alexander
Published by Monarch Books,
ISBN-10: 1854247468 ISBN-13: 978-1854247469 RRP
£10.99
CiS price £6.50 UK post free

R.J. (Sam) Berry is Emeritus
Professor of Genetics at
University College, London. He is a former President of the
Linnean Society, the British Ecological Society, the
European Ecological Federation, the Mammal Society, and
Christians in Science. For 20 years he served as a member
of the General Synod of the Church of England, and in
1996 received the UK Templeton Award.

If you have not yet read a
copy of this valuable book we
would like to remind you that
it is still available from CiS or
alternatively the Faraday
Institute for Science and
Religion.

In this book Denis Alexander
looks at the biblical and
Resources for churches from the Faraday
scientific data relating to
origins. It covers a lot of
Institute for Science and Religion
ground and examines the
www.testoffaith.com
perceived objections to
evolution as a science and
During my time as the CiS development officer we always
also on a biblical basis.
wanted to develop a pack of resources to help nonAlthough he doesn’t ‘duck’ the
scientists in churches to approach science-faith issues.
hard theological questions
When the Faraday Institute started in 2006 this provided
concerning
Adam
and
Eve,
suffering
or the nature of the
the perfect opportunity to develop some new materials to fill
Fall,
Dr.
Alexander
concludes
that
evolution
is consistent
this niche. With funding from the John Templeton
with
the
most
up
to
date
science
and
a
thoroughly
biblical
Foundation we were able to commission a documentary
world
view.
series from Contrapositive New Media, and develop a set of
course materials and a book to accompany it. The
documentary won silver for best documentary at the
prestigious IVCA awards earlier this year.
Change of address? Graduated?

Test of Faith

On 13th July the ‘Test of FAITH’ materials were published
by Paternoster. We celebrated the day with a launch event
at the Royal Society, and many CiS members were
present. A schools pack for A-level and GCSE RE lessons
has been developed by the Stapleford centre and will be
available in August. Materials for youth leaders will be

If any of your details have changed, please contact the
CiS membership secretary, Tom Moffat at:
Flat 8/1, 8 Cranston street, Cranstonhill, Glasgow, G3
8GG. Tel. 01383 880 231. E-mail:
subscriptions@cis.org.uk
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For further information check the website, or email Rob
Heather at Robert.Heather@gmail.com to go on our
distribution list for news updates.

DURHAM
Most Recent Event: CiS Northern Conference.
For information of future events please contact Clare
Parkinson c.r.parkinson@durham.ac.uk

EDINBURGH

LOCAL GROUPS

For information about future events contact Neville Cobbe
(Neville.Cobbe@ed.ac.uk) or Gavin Merrifield
(g.d.merrifield@ed.ac.uk).

Local group activities tend to slow down over the summer,
but here is a reminder of some of the recent or up and
coming events. Many of the past events can be accessed
as audio files or even videos - see information on the CiS
website: www.cis.org.uk/groups/

Gavin is also involved in Jesus and the Scientist,
Details can be found at:
http://jesusandthescientist.squarespace.com

CAMBRIDGE

The next event: Prof. John Bryant Would Jesus Play
God? 2nd November 2009 7:30.

CiS Cambridge Local Group Fellowship meetings
Join us every six weeks or so for an informal time of Bible
study, prayer, and a talk on an issue relating to life as a
Christian in the lab. Contact Alan Roberts
(awr25@cam.ac.uk) or Nicole Chan (nmmc2@cam.ac.uk)
for more details.

GLASGOW
Ari Sandanandom has now moved to Warwick University.
Please pass on any queries to the development officer
Perry Enever (perry@cis.org.uk).

Faraday Institute seminars:
The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion Research
Seminars are held at 1.00 p.m. on alternate Tuesdays in
the Garden Room, Library Building, St. Edmund's College.
A free light buffet lunch and drinks are served from 12.30
p.m. onwards. All are welcome.

HARROW
Most Recent Event: June 4th 2009 Professor Keith Ward
spoke on God, Science and the New Atheism.
For details of future events please contact Rev. Lyndon
North 07747 638783 or email revlnorth@aol.com

Most Recent Event: Dr Janet Soskice Creation ex Nihilo
and What It Means for Science

IRELAND
Details and audio files of the recent day conference can be
found at http://www.cis.org.uk/ireland/bioethics-2009.html

Visit www.st-edmunds.cam.ac.uk/faraday/Seminars.php
or email faraday.events.manager@st-edmunds.cam.ac.uk
for more information, or to listen to previous events.

Most Recent Event: God, Gravity and the Universe by Dr.
Joan Centrella took place Maynooth, 24 April 2009

CiS-Faraday lectures:
This termly lecture series on science and religion is a
continuation of the earlier CiS - St. Edmund's College
lecture series. The Dinner-Discussions held after each
lecture are held at St. Edmund's College.

For further information contact Dr. Scott Peddie, phone
0044-(0)2894-487669, or email
s.peddie@pattersonpeddie.com.

NORWICH

Next Event: Prof Rosalind Picard Playing God?: Towards
Machines that Deny Their Maker
5:30 pm Thursday 12th November 2009 Queen’s Lecture
Theatre Emmanuel College

Most Recent Event: Prof. Michael Reiss Creation or
Evolution do we have to Choose? The event was run jointly
with Science and Faith in Norfolk and the Norwich
Cathedral Institute. The PDF of the lecture notes can be
downloaded at www.cathedral.org.uk:80/aboutus/creationor-evolution--creation-or-evolution---do-we-have-to-choose.aspx

See www.st-edmunds.cam.ac.uk/faraday/Lectures.php

CENTRAL SOUTH
Most Recent Event: Denis Alexander - Creation or
Evolution: Do We Have To Choose? 14 May 2009

At the moment we are keen for people to get
in contact with us and join our mailing
list.
Please contact us on
info@cis.norwich.org.uk

Next Event: Dr. David Wilkinson - God, Time and Eternity
12th November 2009, 7:30 University of Southampton EEE
lecture theatre.
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NOTTINGHAM

OTHER NEWS

The most recent meeting was held on June 2nd, and
looked at the politics of food.

Science and Religion Forum 2009 Conference:
Evolving Darwinism - From Natural Theology to a Theology
of Nature, Wesley House, Cambridge from Tuesday 8th
-Thursday 10th September 2009. Speakers include
Professor Sam Berry, Professor David Fergusson,
Professor John Brooke, Dr Denis Alexander, Dr Chris
Southgate and Dr Andrew Robinson. More information from
the Science and Religion Forum website (www.srforum.org)

Next Event: The Nottingham group is
meeting on Aug 4th to look at the Test
of Faith DVD and see how it could be
used in the local area.
For more details please contact Geoff
Bagley: 58 Meadow Road, Beeston,
Nottingham, NG9 1JT
(gbagley@ntlworld.com).

2009 ASA annual meeting 2009: Exploring God’s World
of Endless Wonder: July 31st -August 3rd at Baylor
University, Waco, Texas. From the ultra-micro world of
nanotechnology to the large scale of space exploration to
innovative ways of helping the poor, this year’s plenary
OXFORD
speakers include Professor James Tour (Rice), Perla
Manapol (NGO, Phillipines), former astronaut Charles Duke
The Oxford local group meets once a term for a talk and
discussion at St Andew's Church, Linton Road, Oxford. The (NASA), Professor Mario Beauregard (Montreal), Professor
Robert Mann (Waterloo) and Professor Robin Collins
programme for the coming academic year is currently in
(Messiah College). Details from ASA newsletter,
preparation. Contact Diana Briggs
diana.briggs@gmail.com, for information or to be added to http://www.asa3.org/ASA/newsletter/mayjun09/mayjun09.h
tm
the mailing list.

SOUTH WEST

Errata PréCiS (No 46)
For details of future events organised by CIS SW please
contact Dr Matthew Frost at matfr@mba.ac.uk.

Please note that the report on the ELF conference 2008
neglected to attribute the author Dr. Simon Kolstoe (for
details see page 2 of this edition).

NEW LOCAL GROUPS

Due to a formatting error part of the paragraph
concerning the ASA conference was truncated and
should have read as in the paragraph above.

Local groups are not just for CiS members, so please
encourage friends and colleagues to come to the events.
Groups vary in their size and activities, but even if very
active, your nearest local group would always welcome
additional support if you can provide it.

Apologies for any confusion caused.

Details and webpages of local groups can be found at
www.cis.org.uk.

Applying Science in a Suffering World
CiS London Conference 2009

If you are interested in forming a new local group please
contact the Development Officer, Perry Enever
(perry@cis.org.uk or call on 08453 252 196)

Again this year we have an exciting line up of speakers who
will demonstrate the great possibilities when applied
science and applied faith work together.

Bristol
A new group is in the process of formation in Bristol at the
moment. If you are interested in being involved or want to
be kept informed via a mailing list do get in touch with the
Development Officer

This year a discounted rate will be offered to those
bringing a non-CiS member for whom this is their first
CiS event. Please contact the secretary for details before
booking.

Preston
If you live in the Preston area you may be keen to know
that there is interest in a new local group starting up. If you
are interested please let the Development Officer know.

Submissions for next PréCiS
We would love to receive your contributions - news of
local group activities, events, new books and other
activities.
Items for the next PréCiS should be submitted to:
Perry Enever, 157 Rough Common Road,
CANTERBURY CT2 9BS, perry@cis.org.uk by
Wednesday 23rd September 2009

Birmingham and Manchester
We are currently exploring the possibility of setting groups
up in these areas and are keen to hear from anyone who
would be interested in getting involved either in organising
or being part of these groups. If you live or work in these
regions and would like to partake in a local group please
contact the Development Officer.
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