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CHRISTIANS IN SCIENCE

NORTHERN CONFERENCE 2009
REPORT
What Does it Mean to be Human?

About 70 members and visitors gathered at St. John’s
College, Durham on Saturday 14th March to discuss
what it means to be human. The venue was
comfortable and we were ably chaired by Clare
Parkinson and Jona Foster, two PhD students
involved in the Durham local group. It included a CiS
stand and the book stall run by Andrew Pinder.
The first speaker was Richard Briggs, Director of
Biblical Studies and Hermeneutics at Cranmer Hall,
Durham. (Further biographical details of the main
speakers can be found at www.cis.org.uk/conferences
/northern-conference).In his talk on Humans in the
image of God – and other things Genesis doesn’t
make clear he challenged the idea that the historical
context of the ancient author determines the
theological significance of a text. He suggested there
are other, perhaps more valid, hermeneutic
approaches to garner theological significance. For
example “the New Testament use of ‘image of God’
language to describe Christ might in its own way be
equally as determinative of the significance of the
phrase in Genesis 1-11 as any ancient near Eastern
intertexts.” Overall Dr.Briggs argued that the meaning
of “image of God” was a scarcely unpacked ‘placeholder’ concept that gains greater clarity
as the “canonical narrative develops,
beyond Genesis, and indeed beyond the
Old Testament”. As the author of books
such as Reading the Bible Wisely and an
expert on hermeneutics his comments
deserve careful consideration.
The Edinburgh local group (Neville
Cobbe and Gavin Merrifield) asked what
essential characteristics might be
possessed by creatures made in God’s
image. Their talk, The Spectrum of the
Image, was a thought provoking account
exploring potential future forms of selfconscious life (created by developments
in biotechnology, computer technology,
space exploration etc). The nature of
these organisms ask serious questions of
our concepts of ‘Imago Dei’. Neville and
Gavin reminded us that the bible shows
how God often elevates the status of
those we reject.

An excellent presentation on the ethics
and current science of The Status of the

Embryo and Stem Cell Research was given by Rev
Dr. Stephen Bellamy and Prof. Judith Goodship.
Martin Rogers informed the audience of good science
- faith resources for schools, in particular the Science
and Religion in Schools Project.
Eric Middleton, in Dimensions of the Spirit- Then and
Now, talked on the holistic perspective (such as in
cases of healing) that is need to have any
understanding of being in God’s image.
On Being Human - An Insider’s View was a broad
look at humanity, that ranged from evolution through
to the mind (and much in between) delivered in
typically humorous fashion by Paul Marston.
Discussion groups gave everyone the opportunity
share their insights and questions, some of which
were then helpfully addressed in the panel
discussion. A brief but encouraging epilogue was
given by the Director of St. John’s College David
Wilkinson.
Overall, the conference helped us sense the richness
of what it means be made in God’s image.
Perry Enever, CiS Development Officer

CiS London Conference 2009
Applying science in a suffering world

31st October 2009
St. Paul’s, Robert Adam Street

Speakers include:
Prof John Wood A biblical overview of technology
Dr. Mike Clifford Sustainable technology
Prof. John Wibberly agriculture
Prof. Chris Lavy medicine
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thought experiment about my favourite pastime. In his
classic book The Compleat Angler Sir Henry Wotton
described fishing as, “a rest to his mind, a cheerer of his
spirits, a diverter of sadness, a calmer of unquiet thoughts,
a moderator of passions, a procurement of contentedness
…” Such a description might suggest a brain state similar to
some forms of meditation. It would, however, be hazardous
to suggest that if Sir Henry Wotton’s brain and mine and my
fellow fly fishers showed the same area selectively active
when we were fishing that therefore proves that fish must
exist- the neuro theology argument . Likewise to suggest
that the pleasure of fishing is ‘ nothing but’ selectively active
brain regions when fishing is nothing buttery gone mad.

INTERVIEW WITH CiS PRESIDENT
PROF MALCOLM JEEVES
We are pleased to announce that Professor Malcolm
Jeeves has agreed to take on the role of CiS President.
Malcolm is Emeritus Professor of Psychology at the
University of St. Andrews, and was formerly President of
The Royal Society of Edinburgh, Scotland's National
Academy of Science and Letters. He was made
Commander of the Order of the British Empire in 1992 for
his services to science and to psychology in Britain. He
established the Department of Psychology at St. Andrews
University and his research interests centre around
cognitive psychology and neuropsychology.

2. Who have been the most important role models in
your life?
One of the more formative influences in my science and
1. Tell us what you've been doing until now.
faith pilgrimage was in 1965 when Dr. Oliver Barclay,
At Cambridge, having read natural sciences and then
founding father of the Research Scientists Christian
experimental psychology, I was fortunate to be supervised
by Sir Frederick Bartlett, the doyen of British psychologists. Fellowship, later to become Christians in Science,
organised a week long meeting in Oxford on science and
Many people are unaware that he wrote a significant small
Christian belief. There were 36 present drawn from the
book2 entitled Religion as Experience, Action and Belief
UK, the USA, Australia, Canada and Holland. They
which was and remains one of the most evenhanded and
balanced expositions of a constructive relationship between included people whose writings have since become familiar
to members of CIS such as Oliver Barclay, David Booth,
psychological science and Christian belief.
Robert Boyd, Richard Bube, Roland Dobbs, R. Hooykaas,
Paul Helm, Donald Mackay, John Polkinghorne, Walter
Already in the 1950s I felt that two of the major
Thorson, and John White. We produced a small book1, at
developments in psychology were likely to be where it
that time one of very few on science and religion , a field
interfaces with evolutionary biology and neuroscience.
Today evolutionary psychology and neuropsychology have which today has become a minor industry in publishing.
become major research fields and also receive high profile For me the most influential thinkers at that meeting were
Hooykaas and Mackay. I had met Donald Mackay briefly
media attention. That is not surprising. Our fascination, for
during the war and continued to value his friendship and
example, in seeing which parts of our brains are most
his incisive thinking in conversations and in his writings
active when we are doing everything from remembering,
throughout his life
speaking, problem solving, looking at paintings or making
love seems irresistible. The interpretation of such data
3. What challenges have you come across as a
remains problematic as its varied uses in the science and
Christian and a scientist?
religion domain shows. On the one hand, findings are
Of the areas of research which, I believe, will call for
presented with a reductionist agenda. Because there is a
serious attention from Christians are those raising
brain region selectively active when praying therefore
prayer is ‘nothing but’ the firing of neural networks. On the increasing awareness of the genetic, biological and neural
substrates of who we are and how we act. We need cutting
other hand, for some interested in neurotheology, the
edge scientists in those fields who are also Christian
existence of a specialised region of the brain active when
believers
we are doing religious things ‘proves ‘ that there is a God.
4. How has your faith helped you as a scientist or vice
versa?
The more I’ve explored science, the more I’ve found it has
enriched my Christian faith. Each layer of understanding
that gets peeled away reveals another layer more
complicated and fascinating than the last. I can’t
understand how people can study science and not think
about the bigger philosophical issues! But I also think that
faith helps the science by giving you a bit more perspective
on what you’re doing - it seems to be an easy temptation for
scientists to get obsessed with their research, but I think it’s
important to have more to your life than just work!
Christian discipleship calls for moral and compassionate
behaviour. But we already know that there are brain regions
on the intactness and proper development and function of
which we depend if we are to act in a moral way and show
compassion. So what about those who through genetic
[Continued page 3]

As a keen fly fisherman I sometimes illustrate the fallacy of
the logic underlying these two approaches by suggesting a
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and dealing with book orders. He will be standing down
from this position and we are looking for an equally
enthusiastic and knowledgeable person to replace him,
As we think about the implications of this kind of research while reviewing how this role will develop in the future.
Paul Marston is also standing down from the committee
for our views of human nature it is vitally important that as
this year. He has been the representative for Scibel, a UKscientists we cultivate our relations with leading biblical
scholars. With so much happening in science that demands based charity, committed to promoting understanding of the
harmony between mainstream Christian faith and modern
our attention it is all too easy for us to be unaware of
science.
important developments taking place in biblical research.
For example, I believe we need to be up to speed with
current biblical and theological models of human nature4.
Report of European Leadership
It was not only evolutionary biology, genetics, neuroscience
Forum 2008
and psychology that witnessed rapid conceptual advances
between the 19th and 21st centuries. Until the end of the
19th century Pauline anthropology was generally
The European Leadership Forum (ELF) is a conference
understood in terms of body and soul or body, soul and
held annually in Eastern Europe. Organised jointly by the
spirit. Biblical scholars, by the mid 20th century and
European Evangelical alliance and the International
subsequently had moved the emphasis from a
fellowship for Evangelical Students (IFES), it is an
compartmentalist approach to emphasising the essential
opportunity for Evangelical leaders from across Europe to
unity of human existence. The human creature "does not
gather together and spend a week of worship, teaching and
have a soul but is a soul" and "the human is a complete
encouragement. Advertised as "a bridge between leaders
entity and not a composite of parts from body soul and
needs and global resources" the forum aims to provide the
spirit". Such views resonate with the unified view of the
highest quality teaching from well-respected members of
human person underlined by so much mind/brain research. the Evangelical community. To facilitate this the 400 or so
There is much work to be done.
delegates are split into subject specific "Networks" in order
to specifically address individual needs and interests. Last
1. The Scientific Enterprise and Christian Faith, 1969,
year (2008) the individual networks were: Apologetics,
Malcolm A. Jeeves, Tyndale Press.
Artists, Bible Teachers, Christian Counsellors, Disciple2. Religion as Experience , Belief and Action, 1950, Sir
Making Leaders Foundational, Disciple-Making Leaders
Frederic Bartlett, OUP
Advanced, Leaders of Christian Organisations, Ministry to
3. Neuroscience, Psychology and Religion, 2009, Malcolm
Muslims, Politics and Society, Scientific, Theologians,
Jeeves and Warren Brown, Templeton Press.
Workplace Leaders, Evangelism, and Organisational
4. See for example Richard Briggs paper at the March 2009 Development / Fundraising. Christian's in Science has
Durham meeting of Christians in Science “Humans in the
supported and participated in the scientific network over the
Image of God – and other things Genesis doesn’t make
last couple of years and provided three of the fourteen talks
clear”.
on the scientific network in 2008.
and/or developmental factors or traumatic life events have
such neural substrates compromised?3

Last year the ELF scientific network was composed of an
interesting mix of people from across Europe, mainly
employed in industry, but also including a few academics.
Although Neuroscience was the general theme, the range
of views concerning origins and evolution dominated many
of the talks. There was a strong "Intelligent Design"
influence provided by the two main speakers: Prof. Henry
Schaefer, Emeritus professor of Chemistry at the University
of California, and Dr Michael Egnor, Professor of
neurological surgery at State University New York. Their
views seem to be supported by both the organisers and
many of the delegates attending this network, whilst the
generally more main-stream views of the five or so CiS
members seemed to be viewed as an alternative, minority
view. This attitude became highly frustrating after a few
days, especially as the conference had been advertised as
providing the highest quality Christian teaching available.
Feed-back from delegates attending other networks was
generally very positive so it was slightly disappointing that
American style Intelligent Design was being presented as
the "standard" Evangelical view of science.

CiS National Committee changes and
special thanks
Sir Ghillean Prance has been CiS President since 2002
and we are grateful for his support and encouragement
during his six year term of office.
We are pleased to announce that Professor Malcolm
Jeeves has agreed to take on this role.
Our thanks go to all the work that the committee members
have put into making CiS such as success. There have
been a number of changes over the past year and special
thanks are due to three people in particular:
Ruth Bancewicz stepped down as Development Officer at
the end of 2007 and is now working for the Faraday
Institute. Many of us benefited from Ruth’s enthusiasm and
commitment as our first Development Officer.
Caroline Berry has served as CiS General Secretary for
many years, keeping us in order and taking care of our
administration. We owe her a tremendous debt of thanks
and are grateful that she will still be acting as secretary to
the trustees.
John Bausor has been our Publications Secretary for
several years, drawing our attention to new publications

This year ELF will be held at the end of May in Eiger,
Hungary, and again a number of members of CiS have
been invited. I have been asked to give a talk entitled
"Following the evidence - creation through continuous
[Continued page 4]
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expounded the philosophical shortcomings of the case
made by the New Atheists such as Richard Dawkins and
Peter Atkins, and then answered questions and discussed
a range of related subjects.

evolution" as a response to a talk by the microbiologist and
outspoken evolutionary critic Ralph Seelke of the University
of Wisconsin Superior. I will most likely be presenting a
minority view amongst the attending delegates. If
Evangelicalism is to represent a strong apologetic in the
21st century, it is vital that we get our facts right.

Next event - Denis Alexander - 14 May 2009

200 years after his birth and 150 years after he published
On the Origin of Species the ideas of Charles Darwin continue to challenge our views of our origins. What do we
CiS Reprints
mean by Creation and Evolution? What are the common
scientific objections to evolution and does the theory stand
Please note that from now on, if you would like CiS reprints, please contact the CiS Education Secretary, Dr John up to them? Can the concepts of Adam and Eve and the
Fall be reconciled with evolutionary theory? Dr Denis AlexLing. His email address is jjling@btopenworld.com. Other
ander, Director of the Cambridge Faraday Institute, will talk
publications are still being handled by John Bausor
(jandk.bausor@clara.net) for the present, BUT we still need on the subject of his new book Creation or Evolution: Do
We Have To Choose? and will explore this important area
a publications secretary to take over from him, so he can
of the relationship between science and Christian faith.
enjoy his hard-earned retirement!
Dr Alexander's book, and many others covering related issues, will be on sale at discount prices before and after the
talk.

LOCAL GROUPS

This major event will take place at 7.30pm on Thursday 14
May 2009 in Building 32 (EEE) Southampton University,
University Road, and there will be plenty of time for questions and discussion. For more information and a location
map for the lecture theatre please see the Central South
local group webpage on the CiS main site.

CAMBRIDGE
CiS Cambridge Local Group Fellowship meetings
Join us every six weeks or so for an informal time of Bible
study, prayer, and a talk on an issue relating to life as a
Christian in the lab. Contact Alan Roberts
(awr25@cam.ac.uk) or Nicole Chan (nmmc2@cam.ac.uk)
for more details.

Stop Press - A Date for Your Diary

Faraday Institute seminars:
The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion Research
Seminars are held at 1.00 p.m. on alternate Tuesdays in
the Garden Room, Library Building, St. Edmund's College.
A free light buffet lunch and drinks are served from 12.30
p.m. onwards. All are welcome.
Next Event: Prof Jim Secord The Secret History of
Victorian Evolution Visit http://www.stedmunds.cam.ac.uk/faraday/Seminars.php or email
faraday.events.manager@st-edmunds.cam.ac.uk for more
information.

On 12 November Dr David Wilkinson will be coming to
Southampton to speak. Details are yet to be settled so
watch our website for further information, or email
Robert.Heather@gmail.com to go on our distribution list for
news updates

CiS-Faraday lectures:
This termly lecture series on science and religion is a
continuation of the earlier CiS - St. Edmund's College
lecture series. The Dinner-Discussions held after each
lecture are held at St. Edmund's College.
Next Event: Prof Rosalind Picard Playing God?: Towards
Machines that Deny Their Maker
www.st-edmunds.cam.ac.uk/faraday/Lectures.php

CENTRAL SOUTH
Most Recent Event: Peter S Williams Book Launch and
AGM - 10 March 2009
On 10 March the Central South local group held its first
AGM since becoming officially affiliated to the national CiS
organisation. This was a very informal few minutes of talk
about the activities of the group, introducing the organising
committee, and talking about ideas for the future, before the

DURHAM
Most Recent Event: CiS Northern Conference
For information of current activities please contact Clare
Parkinson c.r.parkinson@durham.ac.uk

EDINBURGH
main event of the evening. Peter S Williams gave an overview of his new book A Sceptic's Guide to Atheism as he

Recent Events: The group has plugged into various events
in the city such as the Science Festival which had a talk
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given by Denis Alexander on the 18th April entitled Darwin,
Ideology and God .

At the moment, we're keen for people to get in contact with
us and join our mailing list. Please contact us on
info@cisnorwich.org.uk

For more information about future events contact Neville
Cobbe (Neville.Cobbe@ed.ac.uk) or Gavin Merrifield
(g.d.merrifield@ed.ac.uk).
Gavin is also involved in Jesus and the Scientist,
Details can be found at
http://jesusandthescientist.squarespace.com
The next event: Prof. John Bryant Would Jesus Play God?
2nd November 2009 7:30.

NOTTINGHAM
We have had two meetings this year. The first was to
discuss the Noahic Flood account. The discussion centred
on the universality of the flood, looking at how words are
used in the Bible, frozen mammoth remains and whether
animals could have traveled from afar. If there was a
consensus, it was towards an historical flood but not
universal.
The second meeting looked at Darwin and Darwinism and
its implications for metaphysical and ethical beliefs -does
Darwinism lead to naturalism or atheism. is Social
Darwinism applicable to human society etc.

GLASGOW
Ari Sandanandom has now moved to Warwick University..
Please pass on any queries to Perry Enever
(perry@cis.org.uk).

members of the group have also been able to give talks on
Darwin and faith in both non-Christian and Christian
settings, which were well received and generated good
discussion.

HARROW
4th

June
2009 Professor Keith Ward will speak on God,
Science and the New Atheism. For details of this meeting
please contact Rev. Lyndon North 07747 638783 or email
revlnorth@aol.com

The next meeting will be June 2nd, looking at the politics of
food.

IRELAND
Details and audio files of the recent day conference can be
found at http://www.cis.org.uk/ireland/bioethics-2009.html

Contact details: Geoff Bagley, 58 Meadow Road, Beeston,
Nottingham, NG9 1JT
Tel: 0115 9258801 email: gbagley@ntlworld.com

Most Recent Event: God, Gravity and the Universe by Dr.
Joan Centrella took place Maynooth, 24 April 2009

OXFORD
Most Recent Event: A joint CiS Oxford/Oxford Graduate
Christian Union meeting was held on Mon 11 May in St
John's College lecture theatre, St John's College, Oxford.
The speaker will be Professor Alister McGrath who
spoke on the title of his recent book, 'The Open Secret: A
New Vision for Natural Theology'

For further information contact Dr. Scott Peddie, phone
0044-(0)2894-487669, or email
s.peddie@pattersonpeddie.com.

CAN YOU HELP?
Local groups are not just for CiS members, so please
encourage friends and colleagues to come to the events.

Next Event: Friday May 22nd. It will be held at St
Andrew's Church, Linton Road, North Oxford, starting with
coffee at 7.30 pm.

Groups vary in their size and activities, but even if very
active, your nearest local group would always welcome
additional support if you can provide it.
[Continued page 4]
Details and webpages of local groups can be found at
www.cis.org.uk.

Dr Ard Louis will be speaking on A Christian approach to
biological complexity. He will be answering questions such
as - How did the biological complexity we see around us
emerge? Was it all at once, over several days, or over a
long period of time? Could God use evolutionary
mechanisms? What do we mean by chance or random
mutations? Without doubt these questions are
controversial and divide Christians who otherwise hold to a
similar high view of Scripture. This talk will explore some of
the models and metaphors of evolutionary biology and
propose some hopefully fruitful ways for Christians to
engage with these issues.

If you are interested in forming a new local group please
contact the Development Officer, Perry Enever
(perry@cis.org.uk or call on 08453 252 196)

NORWICH
Most Recent Event: Prof. Michael Reiss Creation or
Evolution do we have to Choose? The event was run jointly
with Science and Faith in Norfolk and the Norwich
Cathedral Institute. The PDF of the lecture notes can be
downloaded at
http://www.cathedral.org.uk:80/aboutus/creation-orevolution--creation-or-evolution---do-we-have-to-choose.aspx

Ard leads an interdisciplinary research group in the
Department of Theoretical Physics in Oxford, studying
problems on the border between chemistry, physics and
biology. His current research focuses on self-assembly
and the physics of evolutionary biology. His interests
besides science include an active involvement in
international development issues, science and faith
dialogue, and ministry to graduate students.
Contact diana.briggs@gmail.com for information
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The Faraday Institute course brochure for 2009 is now
available. Neurosciences and Religion (July) and Science
and Religion in an Evolving Universe (July).
Check the details at http://www.stedmunds.cam.ac.uk/faraday/Courses.php.

besides science include an active involvement in
international development issues, science and faith
dialogue, and ministry to graduate students.
Contact diana.briggs@gmail.com for information
SOUTH WEST
CIS SW has been keen to branch out beyond focussing on
biological sciences and environmental issues on which we
have succeeded in holding a number of successful talks.
Therefore, in November 2008, Dr Richard Laugharne, a
CIS SW member and consultant psychiatrist and clinical
lecturer was invited to speak on “Religious Experience:
debates in the neurosciences”. Following on from that CIS
SW decided to look at the controversial issue of how to
interpret the bible’s references to demon possession and in
February 2009 Reverend Jon Bush, a local hospital
chaplain, spoke on the topic “Mental Illness or Demon
Possession? A Hospital Chaplain’s perspective”. This
event was well attended and while there was some anxiety
about dealing with such a sensitive topic it was wisely dealt
with and much appreciated as a timely and appropriate
contribution to the debate.
Two members of the CIS SW committee, Professor John
Spicer and Reverend David Evans put on two major events
as part of the Darwin 200 season: In January 2009, John
Hedley Brooke spoke on “Darwinism and Religion:
Correcting the caricatures - A re-examination of Darwin’s
views on religion and religious responses to his theory” and
in March, Dr Ernest Lucas spoke on “Can we believe
Genesis Today?”
The CIS SW committee have also been busy giving
presentations with Professor John Spicer giving numerous
talks to churches, schools and assorted venues and Dr
Matthew Frost again being invited to speak on the
evolution creation issue at local churches.
A list of talks and events will be placed on the CIS SW
website which is nearing its final phase of development and
should be up and running soon so watch this space!
Finally, as part of our bid to widen our base of interest and
expertise we welcome Dr Richard Laugharne (see above)
onto our CIS SW committee. For more details of CIS SW
please contact Dr Matthew Frost at matfr@mba.ac.uk.

Hey, Preston!
If you live in the Preston area you may be keen to know
that there is interest in a new local group starting up. If you
are interested please contact the Development Officer
(perry@cis.org.uk)

PENTECOST FESTIVAL 2009 SCIENCE STREAM
The London Faraday Lectures – 2009:
Science – Friend or Foe? In a prelude to this years
Pentecost Festival three experts in the field give popular
and accessible talks that will challenge common
assumptions and highlight the amazing world revealed to
us by science. Tuesday May 26th: Prof. Colin Humphreys
Can a Scientist Believe in Miracles Today?; Wednesday
Venue: London Institute of Contemporary
Christianity
Contact Pentecost 2009 for booking or more details
(www.pentecostfestival.co.uk/)
2009 ASA annual meeting 2009: “Exploring God’s
World of Endless Wonder”: July 31st -August 3rd at
Baylor university, Waco, Texas. From the ultra-micro world
of nanotechnology to the large scale of space exploration to
innovative

Online Membership Renewal
The online system for CiS members is now up and running.
Go to http://www.cis.org.uk/membership/ for more
information.

CiS Student and Postgraduate
Conference
Following on from the success of the first conference for
under- and postgraduate students we are wanting to run
another one.
It would be really helpful if you let us know if there are any
particular issues you would like to cover and whether you
would prefer to meet in London or in the Midlands.
If you do have some thoughts, queries or suggestions
please let Perry Enever (perry@cis.org.uk) know by the
30th of June.

Prize Essay Competitions
Two organisations have prize essays that maybe of interest
to some CiS members:
1) Faith and Thought: This is held every two years, for a
prize of £500. Competition conditions will be found in Faith
and Thought no45. Closing date for entries January 31st
2010.
Title for this year's competition: Darwin - Bane or Blessing?

OTHER NEWS
Science and Religion Forum 2009 Conference: Wesley
House, Cambridge from Tuesday 8th -Thursday 10th
September 2009, "Evolving Darwinism - From Natural
Theology to a Theology of Nature". Speakers include
Professor Sam Berry, Professor David Fergusson,
Professor John Brooke, Dr Denis Alexander, Dr Chris
Southgate and Dr Andrew Robinson. More information
from the SRF

2) The Science and Religion Forum: (Arthur Peacocke
Essay Prize 2010): Is Religion Natural?
For more details see http://www.srforum.org/
Images courtesy of:
www.freeimages.co.uk (Bluebells on page banners)
Golden poppy coutesy of heyrc at www.sxc.hu/photo/1178833
Spacewalk courtesy of NASA via http://gimp-savvy.com
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