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exciting times for cis

With the launch of our new online science - 
faith magazine with the ASA, a great student 
conference in February and the recent integration 
of Christians in Engineering members into the 
CiS community (not to mention preparations 
for our upcoming Residential Conference) the 
beginning of 2012 has been an exciting time for 
Christians in Science!

I’d like to open this edition of PréCiS by extending 
a very warm welcome to our new engineering 
friends.  For many years Christians in Engineering  
has provided a valuable support network for 
Christian engineers in the UK.  Now that this 
organisation has come to an end CiS hopes, 
with the help of our new engineering members, 
to continue their excellent work. 

We’re also very excited to announce the launch 
of the new ASA - CiS online magazine, God and 
Nature, which can be found at godandnature.
asa3.org. More details can be found on page 3. 

Preparations are well underway for our 
upcoming Residential Conference, Science and 
Christian Faith in 2012 - book online at www.
maggichurchouseevents.co.uk.

As we continue to move on through 2012 we 
look forward seeing what God has in store for 
us next!  

Becky Lowton, Development Officer

cHristiAns in engineering
Who? What? Why? and How?

“Christian” and “Engineer”; two words which 
easily crop up in everyday conversation, but 
which are often not properly understood.  
“Christian” is frequently used as an adjective to 
qualify something else, an action, an attitude, 

or some state-of-affairs; less often does it have 
a personal basis.  The typical perception of an 
“Engineer” is still that of someone in overalls, 
equipped with spanner, screwdriver, or other 
tool.  There is widespread confusion between 
the role of an “Engineer” and that of a Technician 
or Craftsman; the latter are essential roles 
deserving of better recognition, and whilst 
engineering includes aspects of both of these 
roles, neither term fully describes the role of the 
Engineer.  

It may come as a surprise to many people that 
the word “Christian” appears only three times 
in the New Testament.  In 1 Peter 4:16 there 
is mention of suffering as a Christian, and in 
Acts 26:28 Agrippa tells Paul that he is trying 
to persuade him to become a Christian.  Both 
references clearly demonstrate that “Christian” 
has to be a description of a person; but what sort 
of person?  

The answer is found in a report on the church 
at Antioch recorded in Acts 11.  If we read the 
text carefully we will see that the description was 
actually a nickname given to those who “believed 
and turned to the Lord” (verse 21).  They must 
have believed the gospel message as it had 
been preached to them but then went on to do 
something about it!  They must have applied it 
to themselves in their need for forgiveness and 
entered into a real living relationship with the 
Lord.  

We should only be willing to take the nickname 
to ourselves if we have in some way acted as they 
did.  Our circumstances may be very different 
but the essence of our own experience should 
be the same, namely that we are convinced of 
the truth and act upon it.  Note also that it was a 
corporate experience which is described in 
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The Christians at Antioch were one in their 
commitment and fellowship (Acts 11:23-24).  
Similarly, should not all serious engineers and 
scientists want to be supportive of each other? An 
excellent way to demonstrate this is by joining an 
appropriate Professional Institution.  John F Kennedy 
is remembered for some words spoken at his 
Presidential Inauguration, “ask not what your country 
can do for you, rather ask what you can do for your 
country”.  Similarly, the message to all who want to be 
engineers and scientists must be to ask not what the 
profession can do for you, but what you can do for 
the profession!  In addition, Christian engineers and 
scientists must ask, as all Christians should, not what 
the church can do for them, rather what they can do 
for the church.  They may also join with technicians 
and craftsmen in echoing the prayer of the psalmist, 
“establish the work of our hands for us” (Ps. 90:17).

Stuart Poole
Stuart is an ordained Anglican minister, a retired 
academic and was formerly Chair of Fellowship 
Assessment Panel at The Institute of Engineering and 
Technology.

Acts 11, leading to the establishment of the Church at 
Antioch; it was John Wesley who said that the New 
Testament knows nothing of a solitary Christian.

How then should we define an “Engineer”?  It is helpful 
in this regard to refer to a statement issued some 
years ago by the Engineering Council; “An Engineer 
is one who acquires and uses scientific, technical and 
other pertinent knowledge and skills to create, operate 
or maintain safe, efficient systems, structures, machines, 
plants, processes or devices of practical and economic 
value”.  So Engineers do things; they are men and 
women of action, they meet needs by what they 
make and do.  Engineering is, in the best sense of the 
word, a service industry.  It is certainly not just applied 
science; it is much wider in its embrace, covering 
not only the application of hardware components  
and systems, but also increasingly complex software 
systems.  Christian Engineers should be motivated by 
an even deeper understanding, seeing their work, not 
just as a profession, but as a Christian calling.  They can 
meaningfully refer to the creation ordinance recorded 
in Genesis 1:28, that God’s command to man was to 
“fill the earth and subdue it”.

It is important to note that the believers in Antioch did 
not call themselves “Christians”; they were so called 
by other citizens, effectively the result of some form 
of informal peer review.  Is there an analogy with the 
current state of the engineering profession in the UK?  
The title “Engineer” has no legal protection and anyone 
is free to use it, regardless of their qualifications or 
standards.  As such, how much better it is when other 
engineers bestow a meaningful title upon us?  That 
is exactly what happens when the title of “Chartered 
Engineer” or “Incorporated Engineer” is awarded 
after a rigorous formal peer review, focussing on 
technical competence and professional commitment.  
Both titles are coveted by professional engineers and 
those who are serious about upholding professional 
standards.

Many engineers do not see the value of such 
professional registration and remain isolated from 
Professional Engineering Institutions; it is no use 
complaining about any lack of recognition for the 
engineering profession if we do not take the profession 
seriously for ourselves!  

God and nature is a new quarterly 
online science - faith magazine written as a 
collaboration between the asa and Cis.  

the magazine is written for those who 
have ever wondered about the relationship 

between science and faith, with contributions 
coming from both sides of the atlantic.  

Featuring a broad range of content including 
essays, feature articles, poetry, cartoons and 
more, the magazine will be open access for 

the first few issues, and will then become part 
of the annual Cis and asa subscriptions. 

take a look at godandnature.asa3.org

god And nAture mAgAzine
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intervieW WitH pAul dArley

Former Chair of Christians in Engineering 
Paul Darley tells us a little about his life and 
experiences.  

tell us what you’ve been doing until now.
Having been involved in Christians in Engineering for 
a number of years, I suppose I should comment on 
both my Christian life and my engineering work.

My commitment to Christ dates back to my youth, but 
although I can recall the night I gave my life to Jesus 
Christ, my spiritual life since then has been a journey 
of discovery, often having to un-learn things as well as 
learn things.  My wife and I attend an Anglican church 
where, as a Reader, I assist in some of the services.

In my work I optimise the design and specification 
of power stations for waste or biomass fuels, and 
help companies to bring such projects to fruition.  
Due to my employment I was fortunate enough 
to have learnt about renewable power generation 
long before anyone used terms like ‘renewable’ or 
‘biomass’.  This experience now proves useful and 
has enabled me to run a consultancy for more than 
10 years.  In turn, running my own business has 
given me a degree of freedom, enabling me to be 
more involved in Christians in Engineering and some 
overseas projects that would have otherwise been 
impossible. I am also a Chartered Engineer and a 
Chartered Environmentalist.

What do you do for fun?
I am an incurable petrol-head: driving is one of my 
great pleasures in life, especially in my 1968 MGC 
Roadster.  That car has led me into the world of MG 
Car Club events which I enjoy immensely.

Who has been the most important role model 
in your life?
When I was eight I joined a Christian boys club run 
by a gentleman called Philip Levermore.  He started 
the evangelistic club in his shop at the age of 50 after 
leaving an exclusive church where no youth work was 
permitted.  Over the next 20 years many hundreds of  
boys and girls between the ages of 8 and 18 passed 
through ‘Christian Spearhead’, with dozens making 
a commitment to Christ that saw them become 
prominent church leaders in the years to come.

Confirmed speakers: Alister McGrath (KCL), John 
Hedley Brooke (ISSR), Ed Larson (Pepperdine),  
Allan Chapman (Oxford), Elaine Ecklund (Rice), Bill 
Newsome (Stanford), Peter Clarke (Lausanne), Alasdair 
Coles (Cambridge), John Polkinghorne (Cambridge), 
Jonathan Moo (Whitworth), Peter Harris (A Rocha), Bob 
White (Cambridge),  Katharine Hayhoe (Texas Tech), 
Simon Conway Morris (Cambridge), Denis Alexander 
(Cambridge), Gareth Jones (Otago), John Wyatt (UCL), 
Mike Clifford (Nottingham), John Bryant (Exeter), 
Joe Perry (Rothamsted Research), Lionel Tarassenko 
(Oxford),  Colin Humphreys (Cambridge), Rodney 
Holder (Cambridge) and Jennifer Wiseman (NASA). 

more information at 
www.cis.org.uk/conferences

register online at 
www.maggichurchouseevents.co.uk/cis/

residentiAl conference

Plenary sessions: History of Science and Religion, 
Cosmology, The Neurosciences, Biology, Ethical 
Challenges, Creation Care, Using Science for the 
Benefit of Others and Computers & A.I.
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Mr Levermore was a remarkable Bible teacher who 
taught the Scripture systematically almost every night 
of the week.  His love of Christ and the Word of 
God was infectious: I owe my love of Scripture to 
him.  But that’s not all.  His lifestyle taught all of us 
privileged enough to belong to the youth group about  
true commitment to Christ and leadership in discipling 
others. Furthermore, his trust in us enabled us to 
develop our own skills in preaching and teaching.

What challenges have you come across as a 
christian and an engineer?
Perhaps the most difficult challenge I’ve faced was 
having to decide where my priorities lay when I had 
a job that required considerable overseas travel and 
frequent long hours during the years when my two 
children were young and our church expected regular 
attendance at midweek events.  For me, my work is 
part of my service to God, but that doesn’t justify me 
denying my family the attention they deserve or failing 
to contribute to our local church.

However, there have also been less prolonged but 
more acute challenges along the way: the expectation 
by clients and my employer that I should participate 
in corrupt practices, not only in the developing 
world but also in the UK; having to make loyal staff 
redundant; being commanded by my MD not to pray 
for work colleagues even when I am alone and off the 
company’s premises; and being out of work as a result 
of disobeying that command.

How has your faith helped you as an engineer 
or vice versa?
I would like to think that my faith has helped me to 
manage subordinates and clients with a degree of 
respect and genuine care that reflects God’s love for 
them, and I’m sure the result of this has been a more 
successful career than I am capable of naturally.  Also, 
although my faith has created some difficult situations, 
there is no question that it has helped me to manage 
those and other situations whilst avoiding the total 
catastrophe that I’m sure would have resulted if I 
hadn’t been supported by the arms of an almighty 
God – though that’s not to say I haven’t made many 
mistakes along the way!

I have no doubt that my engineering training has 
also helped me in my service for God, for example 
in seeking to maintain professional administrative 
standards rather than tolerate the mediocrity that 
all too often pervades churches and other Christian 
organisations.  I am also sure that learning German, 
which was a necessity of my work, taught me 
more about how to properly understand Scripture 
than any Bible teaching, and working extensively 
in China, South Korea and Sri Lanka taught me the 
significance of cultural differences in the way in which 
people respond to situations.  Those of us who don’t 
understand the original tongues in which Scripture was 
written have to rely on translations, and all of us live 
in a very different world from people in Bible times.  If 
we don’t recognise the significance of these things we 
are sure to misinterpret Scripture.

What science-faith book have you most 
enjoyed/found most helpful?
It has to be Nothing but Atoms & Molecules by Rodney 
Holder which exposes the myth of ‘Nothing-Buttery’ 
(i.e. that we are nothing but atoms and molecules)
in a clear, systematic and Biblical way that takes full 
account of scientific realities.

student conference

We had a great time at the student conference 
in London on the 4th February.  

talks and a conference report are available to 
download at www.cis.org.uk/conferences
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event will begin at 7.30 pm in Physics A, Building 46, 
University of Southampton.

Recordings of our previous lectures can also be 
downloaded from our webpage.  If you would like 
further information about the Central South Group 
please go to our webpage or e-mail simon@cis.org.
uk.

durHAm
Contact Alan Roberts (a.w.roberts@durham.ac.uk) 
for information about future events in the Durham 
area. 

edinburgH
The Edinburgh group met on the 1st March for a talk 
by Revd Dr Rodney Holder who discussed the topic of 
Science and Religion: Friends or Foes? 

For details of upcoming events please e-mail Gavin 
Merrifield (g.d.merrifield@ed.ac.uk). 

glAsgoW
If you would like details of CiS Glasgow please contact 
Dr Lawrence Osborne (lawrence@lhosborn.co.uk).

HArroW
For details of events in Harrow please contact Revd 
Lyndon North (revlnorth@aol.com, 07747 638783).

ipsWicH
For information about future events in Ipswich please 
contact Dr John Ling (jjling@btopenworld.com).

irelAnd
Upcoming events in our “God and Science Lectures” 
series are:

Caring for Creation with Mr Jonathan Hanson from 
Christian Aid, taking place at 7.00 pm on 30th April.  

The Theology of the Fall with Prof. Stephen Williams 
from Union Theological College, Belfast, taking place 
at 7.00 pm on the 11th June.  

Both events will be at University Road Moravian 
Church, Belfast.  Admission for both lectures is free, 
but please contact Dr. Peter van der Burgt, phone 
+353 - 1 - 708 3782, or email peter.vanderburgt@

locAl groups

AbergAvenny
The Abergavenny discussion group continues to meet 
up regularly. If you would like details of future meetings 
please contact Dr Huw Morgan on  jhcmorgan@
gmail.com.
 
bristol
Dr John Bimson will be joining us from Trinity College 
Bristol on Friday 11th May to speak on the topic of 
Thinking Through the Fall.  The talk will begin at 8.00 pm 
at All Saints Church, Pembroke Rd, BS8 2HY.

Recordings of our previous events are available 
through www.cis.org.uk/groups/bristol/ on the CiS 
website. For more information about events, or to be 
added to our mailing list please contact cmbbiggs@
googlemail.com.

cAmbridge
Details of future science - faith events are available at 
www.st-edmunds.cam.ac.uk/faraday/Lectures.php.

centrAl soutH
Our next event is taking place on Thursday the 17th 
May, during which Prof. Bill Newsome from Stanford 
University will join us to speak on the subject of 
Neurons and Persons: Brain, God and the Mind.  The 

locAl groups neWs

If you live somewhere that does not have a CiS local 
group but you wish it did, please get in touch with the 
Development Officer, Becky Lowton (becky@cis.org.
uk) about starting up a new group in your area.   

There is currently strong interest in forming local 
groups in several places around the UK. If you would 
like further information about these groups please 
contact:

birmingham: Daniel Holt 
(danholt92@gmail.com)
newcastle: Peter Donaldson 
(peter.donaldson@newcastle.ac.uk)
Warrington, Widnes, runcorn & st Helens:  
Howard Leatherbarrow 
(cgf-warrington@hotmail.co.uk) 
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nuim.ie to reserve a place.  More lectures are being 
scheduled.

On the 29th March, 1997 Physics Nobel Laureate Dr 
William Phillips gave a lecture entitled Ordinary Faith, 
Ordinary Science in Dublin.  Materials in relation to this 
lecture can be found on our website www.cis.org.uk/
ireland/.

liverpool
The Liverpool local group continues to meet on the 
last Wednesday of every month during term time 
at 5.30 pm at the Anglican Chaplaincy, Mulberry 
Court.  The core group coming along to meetings has 
included a balanced mix of students, university staff and 
retired scientists, between them representing a broad 
range of academic disciplines and denominational 
backgrounds, so any newcomers should easily fit in 
and feel welcome.  We are continuing to use the “Test 
of Faith” DVD and books. Our next meeting will be 
on the 25th April, when our focus will be on bioethics.  
For further information, please contact Neville Cobbe 
(neville.cobbe@liverpool.ac. uk)

leeds
At our January meeting we watched a film of Bill 
McKibben speaking at the Sustainability in Crisis 
Conference held last September in Cambridge.  Our 
next meeting takes the form of attending the “Mission 
Earth....A Christian Response to Climate Change” 
conference at York Minster/York St. John University 
on April 21st.  The morning service in the Minster is 
led by Archbishop John Sentamu, and the afternoon 
at St John’s college consists of a series of workshops 
led by various Christian organisations. Contact John 
Lockwood (jglockwood1@me.com) for details.

mAncHester
CiS Manchester will be meeting on Thursday 10th May 
to discuss A Christian Perspective on Stem Cells with 
Prof. Sue Kimber, Co-Director of the North West 
Embryonic Stem Cell Centre at the University of 
Manchester.  The meeting will take place at 6.00  pm 
at the Aardvark Café, St Peter’s Chaplaincy, Oxford 
Rd, Manchester, M13 9GH. Please note the change of 
day and venue from usual. E-mail rebecca.lowton@
googlemail.com for more information. 

Christians in Science Ltd., incorporated in England and Wales. Registered address 4 Sackville Close, Sevenoaks, TN133QD. Company No. 05959444. Registered Charity No. 1121422

submissions for tHe next prÉcis

We would love to receive your contributions for 
the next issue of PréCiS - please send details of any 
news you would like included to Becky Lowton at 
becky@cis.org.uk by the 1st June.  

norWicH
Please contact info@cis.norwich.org.uk for details 
about upcoming events in the Norwich area.

nottingHAm
CiS Nottingham continues to meet regularly for 
discussion of science - faith issues. Please contact 
Geoff Bagley (geoffbagley@me.com) for further 
information. 

oxford
The Oxford group will next meet on Friday 8th June.   
Prof. Russell Cowburn will be joining us from the 
Department of Materials at Cambridge to present a 
talk entitled  A Christian Perspective on Nanotechnology. 

Our meetings take place at St Andrew’s Church, 
Linton Road, Oxford OX2 6UG at 7.30 pm. Please 
contact diana.briggs@wolfson.oxon.org for more 
information.

soutH West
Prof. Meric Srokosz joined us at Plymouth University 
on the 22nd March to speak on the subject of Oceans, 
Climate Change and Christianity

If you would like details of upcoming science - faith 
events in the South West please contact Prof. David 
Huntley (dhuntley@plymouth.ac.uk).

surrey
The next talk for the Surrey Chapter of CiS will be 
given by Dr Denis Alexander from The Faraday 
Institute on Tuesday 29th May. Denis will be speaking 
on the subject of Creation or Evolution: Do We Have to 
Choose? at Christ Church, 863 Brighton Road, Purley, 
CR8 2BN.  The talk is at 7.30 pm for the general 
public  (members can arrive from 6.30 pm). For further 
details please contact Joy Perkins at joyeperkins@
googlemail.com.


