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the bible and modern science
CiS London Conference, 2011
Conference Report
In 2011 we celebrated the 400th anniversary
of the King James Bible translation. To
commemorate this anniversary, the Christians
in Science 2011 London conference carried the
theme of The Bible and Modern Science. The
day’s agenda successfully maintained the delicate
balance between intellectually stimulating talks
and opportunities for support and networking
amongst the CiS community.
Rev. Dominic Smart began the day with his talk
How do we Know Anything? or Just Because You’re
Paranoid it Doesn’t Mean They’re Not After You.
We were led through the history of the scholarly
justification of knowledge, with the pitfalls of
inductive verification beautifully analogised
with the ill-fated tale of the daily feeding of a
Christmas turkey. Dominic confidently discussed
the theoretical implications of our definition of
knowledge, and what the practical implications
are for our research communities. We were left
with the eight things a Christian needs in order
to know anything: faith and understanding,
revelation and obedience, humility and
community, worship and service.
Dr John Bimson then explored how an
understanding of the Biblical world view is critical
for today’s reading of scripture in the context of
modern science. The talk highlighted the fact
that the Bible was written over a long period of
time by many writers in different societies and
spanning many world views. John went on to
explore what it means to be made in the image
of God. He concluded his talk by stressing that
it is vital we interpret the Bible in the context of
the writers’ world views in order to gain a fuller
understanding of Scripture.
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Prof Bob White then spoke to us about scientific
and scriptural perspectives of Natural Disasters
and God’s involvement. Listing statistics from
centuries of famines, earthquakes, and floods,
Bob painted a picture of how much of the
ultimate tragedy resulting from these events
is actually due to human involvement – high
population density, poor construction, endemic
corruption. The 2010 Haiti earthquake, which
was 7.0 in magnitude and resulted in 230,000
deaths was starkly contrasted with the almost
identical 1989 Californian earthquake - which
caused only 57 deaths.
Bob went on to explore the stories of Joseph,
Job and Jesus. He highlighted that nowhere in
these stories does it say that suffering or natural
disasters were used by God as a punishment;
what the stories of these characters does
demonstrate is the ultimate sovereignty of God
over the affairs of nature and man.
After lunch and the CiS AGM, Dr Lydia Jaeger
gave a talk entitled How Does God Act in the
World. Recent views in the fields of chaos
theory and quantum mechanics have been
used by some to allow more room for God
to act divinely within the natural world. Lydia
strongly disputed these suggestions and stated
her view that we live in a non-reductive world
in which science will not explain it all. In order
to allow for both scientific exploration and the
possibility of miracles, Lydia highlighted that we
should begin with the starting point of God as
creator and reality as multidimensional; just as
God will be in part incomprehensible, so too
are humans and we cannot be fully resolved by
physics alone.
Lydia’s talk was followed by subject-based
discussion groups, which provided a great
opportunity for those present to help and

support each other. Within the biological sciences
group we were struck by the point that our role as
scientists is to “illuminate” and not to “shine”. It was
good to be reminded that science is a vocation and
our motivation should be for the glory of God in our
workplace and community.
The panel discussion which followed dealt with a
spectrum of issues that had been brought up during
the course of the day. Dealing with the larger issues
surrounding suffering, Bob White asserted that an
intellectual Christian discussion on this topic needs
to coincide with a pastoral role: Job does not get
answers from God about his suffering, but he does
find comfort in God talking to him and not bringing
charges against him. The issue of free will and God’s
sovereignty was then discussed and Keith Ward’s
perspective that God knows every possible future and
can accommodate any situation to bring about His
purpose whilst still allowing free will was highlighted.
The final point of the discussion was that our scriptural

view of the Imago Dei means we are to represent
God to the rest of His creation and be responsible
within His world.
The day was concluded by Rev. Dr Rodney Holder,
who wrapped up brilliantly with his talk Faith in a World
of Science. Rodney began by stating that his personal
view of God had been changed and indeed enhanced
by his study of science. Science is an integral part of
today’s culture, but Christians are also provided with
an insight into the world through Scripture - our view
of God is not formed from one part of scripture,
but from scripture as a whole. Rodney went on to
say that we should interpret Scripture in the light of
reason and experience, quoting Augustine, who said
it is “disgraceful and dangerous” for a Christian to be
heard talking nonsense about elements of the world.
Rodney encouraged Christians in Science to express
our beliefs to the world in a credible way and with
integrity whilst maintaining and upholding the catholic
creeds.

a very warm Welcome to our New Membership Secretary
fran armitage
As you will already know, after several years of service Tom Moffat has stepped down from the role of Membership
Secretary. Tom wanted to take a moment to pass on his thanks and best wishes to the CiS membership:
May I take this opportunity to thank all members of Christians in Science: firstly for the privilege of
being allowed to serve as membership secretary over the past six years, but also for the conversations
we have shared whether by letter or by e-mail – you were invariably gracious when I had fallen short
and generous in your thanks for work done. A true Christian family.
Every blessing to each and all.
Tom
Succeeding Tom in this important role is Fran Armitage, who introduces herself here:
My husband Godfrey has been a member of CiS for some time, and I happened to see a note in PréCiS inviting
applicants to succeed Tom as membership secretary. So I applied - and became a member myself!
Godfrey and I married after graduating from Oxford in 1970, in zoology and biochemistry respectively. We
then spent 2½ years in Vancouver (UBC, Regent College, etc.) and upon returning to England, I became a
full-time mother for 16 years, mostly in Sussex, where Godfrey was teaching.
Our four sons also went to Oxford, graduating in engineering, biology or biochemistry – so I am now a touchline
scientist, cheering family members on in their various roles! Meanwhile I have helped with administration for
international Christian conferences (International Charismatic Consultation and SOMA), and also with the
Reconciliation Ministry Team at Coventry Cathedral, where we are members of the regular congregation.
I am delighted to be learning this new role; Tom is an excellent tutor!
All future membership enquiries should be directed to Fran at membership@cis.org.uk
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The conference as a whole sustained a welcome
and friendly atmosphere, providing the opportunity
to meet with old friends and like-minded individuals.
The day was an encouraging, stimulating event, which
successfully both informed and inspired.
Helen Moore
PhD student in Cell and Molecular Dynamics, UCL

Recordings of the talks from the London Conference
are available to download on the CiS website
Residential Conference
Enclosed with this edition of PréCiS you should
have received a registration form and an A3 poster
for the CiS Residential Conference, Science
and Christian Faith in 2012: An Enduring
Partnership. Do make sure you register by the
31st March to get the early bird discount! We would
also be grateful if you would display the enclosed
poster in your church, department or other place
of work. If you would like additional copies please
e-mail Becky Lowton on becky@cis.org.uk

interview with john lockwood
Dr John Lockwood is based in Leeds and heads
up the recently established Leeds CiS group.
Here he tells us a little about his life, his faith
and his science.
Tell us what you’ve been doing until now.
I am now retired but still try to take a keen interest
in science. My general field has always been the
environment, starting with a PhD on Fohn winds
in the British Isles, followed by a spell with the UK
Meteorological Office working on upper air monsoon
circulations over southern Asia and as an aviation
forecaster.
After lecturing at the University of Malaya, Kuala
Lumpur, where I worked on extreme rainfalls, I
joined the University of Leeds where, as well as
teaching, I worked on mathematical computer model
descriptions of energy and water flows between land
surfaces and the atmosphere, global atmospheric
circulations and the causes of ice ages.

The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion, St Edmund’s College, Cambridge

Science, Religion and Atheism
Murray Edwards College, Cambridge, Friday 30th March - Sunday 1st April 2012
Is the discussion between science and religion affected by its narrator, be they theist, atheist or agnostic?
This course is not to debate the existence of God but to explore answers to this question presented by
speakers themselves coming from these different perspectives.
Speakers and Topics include:
Dr Mark Vernon and Prof. Keith Ward Perspectives on the Philosophy of Science and Religion
Dr Allan Chapman and Prof. Ronald Numbers : Does the History of Science and Religion depend
on the Narrator?
Prof. Simon Conway Morris FRS and Dr Fern Elsdon-Baker : Does the Evolutionary Narrative
Support Theism or Atheism?
Revd Dr Rodney Holder and Dr Stephen Law : Is the Universe Designed?
Prof. Michael Ruse : A Plague on Both Your Houses

www.faraday-institute.org
or call +44 (0)1223 741281
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Who have been the most important role
models in your life?
As a student at London University my most important
role model was Professor Gordon Manley who was
an inspiring teacher and my research supervisor. He
collected many scattered historical measurements of
temperature for central England, and created what is
still one of the longest and most complete records
of surface temperature for any one location. In the
Meteorological Office it has to be Hubert Lamb
who later was one of the founders of the Climate
Research Unit at the University of East Anglia. In my
later life it is Sir John Houghton, who is responsible
for much of the international
effort on combating climate
change. In my Christian life I
would mention two Baptist
Ministers, the late Edward
Tribe and the late Harry
Weatherly, who introduced me
to the importance of a deep
knowledge of scripture and the
Holy Spirit in the Christian life.
What challenges have you
come across as a Christian
and a scientist?
Both science and theology are
engaged in the search for truth
about the environment - the first about mechanisms
and physical explanations and the second about moral
dimensions. The difference means that science and
religion ask different questions: in the former case
about how things happen; in the latter whether there
is meaning, purpose and value in what is happening –
issues that science tends to rule out of its discourse.
In climatology much scientific effort has gone into
research on the growth of atmospheric greenhouse
gas concentrations, in particular carbon dioxide.
Much of this growth is due to the use of fossil fuels. If
these increases in gas concentrations continue at the
present rate, the average surface global temperature
could increase by 4˚C or more by 2100, which
would result in severe damage to the environment.
That is the basic science of the problem of climate
change. The suggestion is that we have a role in the
climate and might actually be changing how the earth
4

works in a way that will change the kind of world our
grandchildren will live in.
The Christian dimension concerns what to do about it,
since it will damage many people’s lives and we have a
biblical command to protect the environment. This is
where Christians are challenged by the science, since
we have a moral responsibility to explain the problem
and major life style changes are needed to solve it.
This provides a challenge because I need to consider
my lifestyle - such as how much I drive my car and
what food I eat. This is a real challenge because living
simply is not easy.
How has your faith helped
you as a scientist or vice
versa?
The results of environmental
research can raise deep moral
problems, and my Christian
faith provides a moral direction
to my research. In particular
the direction of my writing,
much of which is directed in
a small way to explaining the
causes of climate change and
its consequences. We may
feel daunted as we face the
seemingly impossible challenge
posed by care for the environment and the need for
sustainability. But an essential Christian message is
that we do not have to carry the responsibility alone.
Our partner is none other than God Himself, and
Christians need to remember this.
What science-faith book have you most
enjoyed/found most helpful?
A book by Sir John Houghton that I have found
particularly useful is Global Warming: the Complete
Briefing. This book has been very successful and
has been continually updated. It gives a first rate
account of the science of global warming by a keen
Christian who has directed much of the climatological
research on the subject. Sir John comments in one
of his publications that it is important to him that his
science and his faith should not be held in separate
compartments but should support and illuminate each
other. This becomes very clear in this book.

local group news
If you live somewhere that does not have a CiS local
group but you wish it did, please get in touch with the
Development Officer, Becky Lowton (becky@cis.org.
uk) about starting up a new group in your area.
There is currently strong interest in forming local
groups in a couple of centres around the UK. If you
would like further information about either of these
groups please contact
Newcastle: Peter Donaldson
(peter.donaldson@newcastle.ac.uk)
Warrington, Widnes, Runcorn & St Helens:
Howard Leatherbarrow
(cgf-warrington@hotmail.co.uk)

CAMBRIDGE
Details of future events are available at
www.st-edmunds.cam.ac.uk/faraday/Lectures.php.
CENTRAL SOUTH
The Central South group have provisionally booked
Prof Bill Newsome from Stanford University to come
and speak on the subject of Neurones and Persons:
Brain, God and the Mind on 17th May 2012. Keep an
eye on the website, www.cis-centralsouth.org.uk for
further details.
Recordings of our previous lectures can also be
downloaded from our webpage. If you would like
further information about the Central South Group
please go to our webpage or e-mail s.kolstoe@ucl.
ac.uk

local groups
abergavenny
A new home-based CiS discussion group has started
up in Abergavenny. If you would like details of meetings
please contact Dr Huw Morgan on jhcmorgan@
gmail.com
bristol
A couple of very exciting events coming up in Bristol
over the next couple of months. Professor Robert
(Bob) White FRS, Professor in Geophysics from
Cambridge University, and Associate Director of The
Faraday Institute will join us to discuss Natural Disasters:
Acts of God? A Christian geophysicist’s perspective. This
talk will be at Alma Church, 29 Alma Road, Bristol BS8
2ES on the 17th Feb, starting at 8pm. Please note the
change of venue.
The following month, Dr Denis Alexander, Director
of The Faraday Institute, will join us to discuss Human
Evolution, Adam and Eve, Genetics and the Bible. This
talk will take place on Friday 16th March 2012, at
7.30pm at Tyndale Baptist Church, Whiteladies Rd,
Bristol BS8 2QG
Recordings of our previous events are available through
our page on the CiS website. For more information
about events, or to be added to our mailing list please
contact cmbbiggs@googlemail.com.
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Durham
Contact Alan Roberts (a.w.roberts@durham.ac.uk)
for information about future events in the Durham
area.
Edinburgh
Rev. Dr Rodney Holder will be joining us in Edinburgh
on the 1st March to discuss Science and Religion: Friends
or Foes? The talk will take place in The Studio, Augustine
United Church, 41 George IV Bridge, Edinburgh, EH1
1EL, starting at 7.30 pm. Please e-mail Gavin Merrifield
(g.d.merrifield@ed.ac.uk) for further details.
Glasgow
If you would like details of CiS Glasgow please contact
Dr Lawrence Osborne (lawrence@lhosborn.co.uk).
Harrow
For details of future events please contact Revd
Lyndon North (revlnorth@aol.com, 07747 638783).
Ipswich
For information about future events in Ipswich please
contact Dr John Ling (jjling@btopenworld.com).
Ireland
The E. T. S. Walton Lectures on Science and Religion
(The Walton Lectures) are a new series of lectures on
currents topics related to science and religion,

organised by Christians in Science Ireland. Each year a
speaker, who is a scientist, philosopher, or theologian
of international reputation, will be invited to give a
lecture, which will be held in one or more locations
on the island of Ireland.
Rev. Prof. David Wilkinson (Durham University)
initiated the series on the 24th November with a
lecture under the title Darwin’s Impact on the Relation
between Science and Religion. About 60 people
attended the lecture at the University Road Moravian
Church in Belfast and about 90 people were present
at the lecture at Trinity College Dublin (organised in
collaboration with the TCD Christian Union).
Audio files of the lecture in Dublin and the question
and answer session can be found at www.cis.org.uk/
ireland/walton/
Arrangements are currently being made for the
2012 Walton Lecture, the tentative date for which
is the afternoon of 29th March 2012 at Dublin City
University.
For more information about these and other events
and activities please visit www.cis.org.uk/ireland/ or
contact Peter van der Burgt (peter.vanderburgt@
nuim.ie).
LIVERPOOL
The Liverpool group are continuing to meet together
regularly. Contact Neville Cobbe (neville.cobbe@
liverpool.ac.uk) for information on meeting times.
Leeds
Our most recent meeting took place on the 27th Jan
and explored the issues raised during the Sustainability
in Crisis conference at The Faraday Institute last
Autumn. We watched and discussed DVDs from the
conference on the subject of Sustainable Consumption
(DVD speakers Bill McKibben and Ruth Valerio).
Please contact John Lockwood (jglockwood1@
me.com) for details future events in Leeds or to be
added onto the mailing list.
MANCHESTER
The spring programme for CiS Manchester is currently
in the planning stages. Details will be posted on our

website, www.cis.org.uk/groups/manchester/ shortly.
E-mail Becky Lowton (rebecca.lowton@googlemail.
com) to be added onto the mailing list.
norwich
Please contact info@cis.norwich.org.uk for details
about upcoming events in the Norwich area.
nottingham
CiS Nottingham meets regularly for discussion of
science - faith issues. Please contact Geoff Bagley
(geoffbagley@me.com) for further information.
Oxford
The Oxford group will next meet on Friday, April 13th,
7.30-9.30 pm at St Andrew’s Church, Linton Road,
Oxford OX2 6UG. Dr Stuart Judge will speak on
“The Neuroscience of Faith”. If you would like more
information about events please e-mail Dr Diana
Briggs on diana.briggs@wolfson.oxon.org.
south west
Please contact Prof David Huntley (dhuntley@
plymouth.ac.uk) for details of science - faith events in
the south west.
SURREY
The inaugural meeting of the Surrey CiS Group went
very well, with about fifty people in attendance, mostly
from local churches. Revd Dr. Rodney Holder gave
an over arching view on the subject, Science & Faith Friends or Foes, which was very well received.
The next talk, by Dr. Denis Alexander, is scheduled for
Tuesday, 29th May, at the same venue, Christ Church,
863 Brighton Road, Purley, CR8 2BN.
For further details please contact Joy Perkins at
joyeperkins@googlemail.com.
Submissions for the next PrÉCiS
We would love to receive your contributions for
the next issue of PréCiS - please send details of
events, conferences, books and other news you
would like included to Becky Lowton at becky@
cis.org.uk by the 31st March.
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