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Sheffield Conference on May 17th 2003
Enclosed is the programme and booking form for this new venture. It is several years since there was a conference outside London. If you see this as a move in the right direction please vote with your feet and fill in the application form at once.

Prayer diary
I am sure we all have good intentions of praying for the work of CiS but it may be difficult without some guidelines on topics. So here is another new venture, a brief prayer diary giving suggested points for prayer on a weekly (or more subtly) a monthly cycle. Please use it as ‘unless the Lord builds the house they labour in vain who build it’.

CBE for previous CiS Chairman
Congratulations to Colin Humphreys for his award of CBE in the New Year honours ‘for services to science as a researcher and communicator’

John Robertson
We are sorry to report the recent death of this longstanding CiS member. John was a familiar figure at CiS conferences, easily recognized in his red  jumper. We will miss his wise presence.

Forum 2002
 In June 2002 The John Ray Initiative held a meeting in Oxford at which environmentalists from the USA and UK discussed environmental issues with a view to having an impact on both Christian leaders and political decision makers in the USA. Although the number of those attending from the States was less than hoped for the discussions were encouraging. How many people worldwide wondered what car would Jesus drive?! The proceedings will be available on CD 
Forum 2002 from    JRI,   room QW212.
University of Gloucestershire, Francis Close Hall,
Swindon Road, Cheltenham GL50 4AZ

London Conference  on October 4th 2003
This is titled God, Science and Freedom. Malcolm Jeeves, Alan Torrance and Jeffery Schloss are speakers coming from the neurobiological and theological sides. We will also be having a speaker from the physical sciences. More details in the next Precis

Media Opportunities
During the last few weeks both Denis Alexander and Mike Poole have debated Science Faith issues on the national stage: Denis on Radio 4 and Mike on BBC 4 digital. The secretary gets regular requests for names of those to approach on different topics. Although scary and sometimes unrewarding these are opportunities of challenging the common perception that science and Christianity are inevitably opposed and reach a far wider audience than written material. The Secretary would be glad to know of volunteers willing to speak on a good range of topics (the most recent request was for a contribution on Artificial Intelligence), prepared to be called upon at short notice. Training is available through some church organizations and also from the Christian Medical Fellowship. More details from: The Secretary, 4. Sackville Close, Sevenoaks, Kent
TN13 3QD  cberry@centrenet.co.uk 

Meanwhile the creation/evolution debate continues with the recent publication of a booklet promoted by the Church Society, an Anglican  group, Teaching the Truth about Evolution by Prof. Edgar Andrews. Although I know some of our members will accept his views many do not. A contrasting view ‘Is Evolution Atheistic?’ by Denis Alexander appeared in the January issue of Evangelicals Now. This and other useful articles can be found on the CiS website www.cis.org.uk . 


Christians in Science Grants

Christians in Science has established a Small Grants Fund. The purpose of the fund is provide financial support for members who need funding for activities that promote the aims of Christians in Science, including the promotion of debate at the Science-Christianity interface. Such activities may include running and advertising specific events, establishing and / or running a CiS local group and attendance at relevant conferences. 
	Applicants must have been members of CiS for at least one year.
	Grants will not be awarded to support students undertaking higher degrees or post-graduate research programmes. 
	The funds available for distribution are strictly limited. The maximum available in a single grant will be ú1000 and no individual member or local group may receive more than one grant per calendar year. 

A brief report on the use of the grant will be expected within six months of expenditure. 

There will be three closing dates per year – April 30, August 31 and December 31. Applications should consist of a case for support of the activity in question (up to one side of A4) and brief cv of the main applicant. The case for support should include an outline budget and a specific statement of how the grant will be used within that budget. Applications will be considered by a small sub-committee drawn from the main CiS committee. 
Applications and enquiries should be sent to Professor John Bryant, Chair, Christians in Science, School of Biological Sciences, Washington Singer Laboratories, University of Exeter, Exeter, EX4 4QG; email J.A.Bryant@ex.ac.uk 
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