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Conference Report		
106 people from a wide range of disciplines attended this stimulating day on Time, Eternity & the Cosmos. 
Justin Marston, Chair of Christian Students in Science used his study of Hebrew to examine the views of the Jewish people and the early Christians on the relationship of God to the Creation and to concepts of time and Eternity. He emphasized that a purely literalistic understanding of the Bible narratives would not have been appropriate for the ancient Hebrew scholars who were addressing issues totally unrelated to those of 20th century scientists. His paper has just been published in S & C B12.(2).127-150.
Ernest Lucas, Vice Principal of Bristol Baptist College then explored the early chapters of Genesis from the perspective of a present day theologian. He drew out their literary structure, showing that the language used is similar to that used in religious liturgies. He argued that the Creation stories could be regarded as a polemic to show the Creator God as far superior to the gods depicted in other contemporary accounts where creation arises out of conflict between gods. Moving on to the Biblical Flood he showed that here too the major concerns of the text are religious and social rather than geological. 
Geology came into its own in Bob White’s (Professor of Earth Sciences, Cambridge) presentation. He described current views on the age and development of the earth and his computer simulation of continental drift caught everyone’s attention. 
 Following an excellent cold lunch, John Polkinghorne masterfully guided us through the complexities of time, multiple dimensions, free-will and predestination, making all these imponderables seem quite manageable. He insisted that God was omniscient about past and present but (more controversially) did not know the future. He was followed by Tony Stone who explained his ideas on the differing sorts of time distinguished by the words chronos (space-time) and kairos. 
Finally Cambridge theoretical Physicist Paul Shellard took us back billions of years, with brief pauses on the way to explain what was happening. We reached one hundredth of a second after the Big Bang and then 10 –43 seconds, before which nothing is known. A theme which emerged several times during the day was the amazing creativity of God who through cataclysms and long continued processes prepared and sustained the world in such a state that we could inhabit it and have a relationship with himself.
There was a final session of open discussion. Questions ranged from coping with cynical young scientists to the anthropic principle and freewill in relation to chaos theory and relativity, with John Polkinghorne concluding that all the wonders of the universe were put into perspective by the Empty Tomb. The day was chaired by Derek Burke and a positive and friendly atmosphere prevailed. It was good to hear all this amazing science discussed humbly in a Christian context.
Next year’s conference will be on 29 Sept.   Put the date in your diary now.

The President’s call for involvement
In case you have not read Derek Burke’s commentary in Nature 405.509 (1.6.00) he calls for scientists to be more active in public controversy. From his experiences as Chairman of the UK Advisory Committee on novel foods he points out that we should not be surprised when there is public disagreement since scientists and the public often have different value systems. We need to be clearer in our discussions about the concept of risk and risk perception. He stresses the importance of dialogue and the involvement of all parties (stakeholders) so that areas of agreement can be strengthened, areas of ignorance highlighted,and points of disagreement acknowledged. He believes scientists have a duty to help in public decision making. As Christians with our calling to be salt and light in society we should take this to heart.

Reith Lectures 2000.
These  were broadcast on BBC Radio 4 and titled Respect for the Earth - can sustainable development be made to work in the Real World?  The lectures were given by Chris Patten, Tom Lovejoy, John Browne, GroHarlem Brundtland, Vandana Shiva and HRH the Prince of Wales. The John Ray Initiative has produced a commentary from a Christian perspective. It can be obtained from the CiS Publications Secretary
Bennet McInnes. bennet.mcinnes@lineone.net

CiS website:     www.cis.org.uk
This has now been greatly improved and updated and we are grateful to John McKeown for the work he has put into it. Further material for inclusion is being reviewed and if you have ideas and suggestions please send these to CiS General Secretary, Caroline Berry

Asssociation for Science Education
The Centenary meeting is taking place in Guildford on Jan.4-6 2001. There is to be a celebratory thanksgiving service in Guildford Cathedral Jan 5th at 5.30pm. The theme is God in Creation and the preacher will be former CiS president Colin Russell. All are welcome.

Three weeks in Grand Rapids? 
The Templeton Foundation have sent us this Seminar Announcement:  “Biology and Purpose: Altruism, Morality, and Human Nature in Evolutionary Theory,” Dr. Philip Clayton, Professor of Philosophy, Sonoma State University and Dr. Jeffrey Schloss, Professor of Biology, Westmont College. July 2-27, 2001. Funded by the John Templeton Foundation.
The goals of this seminar are to provide a rigorous, even-handed, and highly interdisciplinary assessment of the current "evolution and human nature" debates in light of theological and philosophical concerns and new theories in population genetics, sociobiology, evolutionary psychology, and emerging, alternative approaches.  Applications from all disciplines are encouraged. 
Participants will receive a stipend of $2500 and free lodging during the seminar.  See the program web site for details and application form (www.calvin.edu/fss/temple01.htm).
Deadline for applications is Feb. 9, 2001.Calvin College Seminars in Christian Scholarship
Email: seminars@calvin.edu
Phone: 616-957-8558   www.calvin.edu/fss

Or 3 days in Kansas City?
The American Scientific Affiliation is calling for papers for its annual conference on Caring for God’s Creation July 20-23. More details from: http://asa.calvin.edu/ASA/ 


